
        

  

 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 

We are so pleased to see the children all wearing their Joy Lane school uniform at the 

beginning of the new academic year. They all look so smart and are very proud to be part of 

our lovely school. We told all children during our welcome back assembly that they should 

be very proud of their school uniform and that this identifies them as part of our special 

school and the Joy Lane family.   
 

We understand that it's been so warm and have encouraged children to take ties and 

jumpers off when in the classroom and out in the sunshine.   
  
However, it is a school expectation that all children wear the specified and correct Joy Lane 

uniform especially as the weather will be cooler next week; our school website displays our 

school uniform list. Footwear needs to be black and if wearing trainers, these need to be all 

black, non-branded and without logos.  
  
Some of our children have posed beautifully for their pictures, which we are sure you will 

agree highlights the pride they have in what they wear and the school they belong to. These 

are excellent examples of our JLPS school uniform expectations.  
  
Pre-loved uniform is available at all times via an email or appointment and also look out for after 

school sales which will be communicated with you this term.  
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 8h September 2023 
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IS MY CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL? 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I thought I would share with you the latest information that has come from the education 

department with regards to the importance of regular school attendance. Please see part of 

the information below:  

There is wide agreement among health professionals and educational professionals that school 

attendance is vital to the life chances of children and young people. Being in school improves 

health, wellbeing and socialisation throughout the life course. The greatest benefits come from 

children and young people attending school regularly. 

 

It is usually appropriate for parents and carers to send their children to school with mild 

respiratory illnesses. This would include general cold symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose or sore 

throat. However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or 

above. 

 

We have been asked by the Department of Education and Local Authority to share 

the  following document NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance with all of you for 

reference. 

 

Many thanks  

Mr M Ashley Jones 

Head of School 

 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE  

 

Attendance data week ending 8th September 2023 

JLPS Whole School attendance 96.6% 

Number of Persistent Absentees 

(less than 90% attendance)  

108 pupils 

17.64% 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Klee – 100% Kahlo – 100% Kandinsky – 94.6% 

Van Gogh – 95.1% Voysey – 92.9% Vallotton – 96.7% 

Picasso – 94.8% Postgate – 94.6% Potter – 97.3% 

Riley – 97.7% Rousseau – 92.6% Ringold – 96.7% 

Hockney – 100% Heron – 99.6% Hepworth – 100% 

Degas – 94.6% Dali – 92.4% Da Vinci – 95% 

Bailey – 98.6% Banksy – 98.5% Boyce – 98.8% 

Oysters – 98.3%  
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HEALTHY SNACKS 
 

Just a reminder that Joy Lane Primary School strives to be as healthy a school as possible, 

therefore we encourage our children to eat a healthy diet.  

Parents in Early Years and KS1 will be aware that a choice of fruit and 

vegetables are provided by school daily for breaktime snacks and that the 

children therefore are encouraged to get used to healthy eating habits when 

they first start school, and as they go through Key Stage 1.  

The challenge we often have as parents (and I remember only too well!) is to continue 

encouraging the boys and girls to continue these good habits in Years 3,4, 5 and 6.  So as we 

start a new academic year please could we ask that all parents and carers (particularly Key 

Stage 2) support the school and continue supplying you children with healthy breaktime 

snacks rather than crisps, chocolate or other snacks which could be classed as treats. 

The amount of litter in the form of crisp packets, etc. that is being generated by these 

‘unhealthy snacks’ is quite alarming, and I often see our eco-reps or breaktime helpers 

picking up this litter in order to look after our school environment. 

During our assemblies and class time our curriculum emphasises the importance of healthy 

eating so please can you discuss breaktime options for the children. We would always 

encourage fruit or vegetables as this follows on from what the children are used to in Key 

Stage 1 or the Early Years; however, there are alternatives some of which are highlighted in 

this link: Healthy Breaks for Schools A5 Leaflet ENGLISH.pdf (hscni.net) 

 

As a final plea and reminder please be aware that we still have children and 

staff in school with serious nut allergies, so please check the contents of your 

child’s snack and lunchbox.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support in striving to encourage 

good habits and stay healthy; however, if there are any medical or dietary issues that you 

would like to discuss further, please do not hesitate to contact school or your child’s class 

teacher.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Mr M Ashley Jones  

Head of School 

PUPIL COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS FORM  

 

This week your child has brought home their Pupil Collection Arrangements form for you 
to update the names of the adults authorised to collect your child/children from school and 

their telephone numbers. Please complete this as soon as possible and return to the school 

office. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjMpM7Bwe_fAhUBCRoKHYh5C_YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.ekla.org.uk/&psig=AOvVaw0otc99U9O1OERVvpm0sxig&ust=1547632239907675
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2019-06/Healthy%20Breaks%20for%20Schools%20A5%20Leaflet%20ENGLISH.pdf


        

 

SWIMMING TIMETABLE – TERMS 1-3 

 

 

YEAR 6 - SECONDARY APPLICATION INFORMATION 

 

For children starting Year 7 in September 2024 applications opened on Friday 1st September 

and close on Tuesday 31st October 2023. Click here to find out more about the process. If 

parents have any queries, the team can be contacted on kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk. 
 

Please make sure you check your local secondary schools' websites so that you know when 

their Open Mornings and Evenings are taking place. You are welcome to arrange visits to 

local schools of your choice for a look around and to get a feel of which school may be the 

right fit for your child.  

 

Some of these open mornings or appointments will be in school time, and this will, of course, 

be authorised absence from Joy Lane. Please inform the school office if your child will be 

away for a time visiting a secondary school between now and the end of October when the 

whole process closes. 
 

Please do not hesitate to make an appointment to discuss options or get some advice from 

Mr Rogers or Mr Ashley-Jones regarding the secondary school application process if you so 
wish.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Day Year / Class Time 

Monday 

KS1 Oysters Group 

(Group 1 and 2 to alternate 

swimming each term) 

1-2 pm 

Year 4 – Heron 2-3pm 

Tuesday 

Nursery 9:30-11:30am 

Year 4 – Hockney 1-2pm 

Year 4 - Hepworth 2-3pm 

Wednesday 
Year 6 – Banksy 1-2pm 

Year 6 – Boyce 2-3 pm 

Thursday 
Year 5 - Dali 1-2pm 

Year 5 – DaVinci 2-3pm 

Friday 

Nursery 9:30-11:30am 

Year 5 - Degas 1-2pm 

Year 6 – Bailey 2-3pm 
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FRIENDS OF JOY LANE 
 

All new members welcome. Please contact us via email: 

friends@joylane.kent.sch.uk 
 

 

AUTUMN / WINTER MENU 2023-24 
 

Please be aware that the price of a school meal is now £2.60. 
 

 
Find out more here and download a PDF copy of the menu.  
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PARENT & CARER CHECKLIST 
 
 

 

• Next week will be Week 2 of the menu.  

 

• Please note that we will not be officially celebrating Roald Dahl this year.  

 

• Join the Friends of Joy Lane on Wednesday 13th September at 6pm for the 

AGM. 

 

• Download a copy of our handy Term 1 dates here.  

 

• Remember to pack a healthy, nut-free breaktime snack for your KS2 child. 

 

• If you have a child in Year 6, please be aware that the secondary application 

process is now beginning. 
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