
Spellings 
Learning how to spell words is one of the most useful lifelong skills, and it builds 
the basic foundation that all children will need throughout their education and 
life in general. Learning how to spell is very important for other basic skills, 
including writing and reading. 

Rainbow Spellings 
Children in Key Stage 1 can access the Rainbow Spelling cards  which is a whole-
school spelling scheme. This scheme supports each child at whichever spelling 
stage they are at. These cards increase in difficulty and after a short test, children 

are directed to the colour that is suited to their spelling 
ability. Children then work through the colours at their own 
pace, practising the words on the cards. When they have been 
tested on each card in the colour set, they sit a final test, 
which then determines if they can move on to the next 
colour.  

Personalised Spellings 
Children in Year 2 may sometimes be asked to use their Spelling Log to note 
down any words they have found difficult in their writing. Learning these at 
home will help them to make progress in the writing 

 

Top tips for learning spellings at home: 

 

Jumbled Letters 

Write your word on paper, cut out 
each letter and put the word back 

together. 

Rainbow Write 
First write each 
word in pencil. 

Then trace over 
each word three 

times with a 
different colour 

each time. 

Change colour pencil when there is 
a vowel.  
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At Joy Lane, we aim to develop strong home/school links as 
we know that we can get the very best from every child 
when school and home work in partnership. We believe 

that learning does not stop at school, and parents can make 
an important contribution to their child’s learning at home. 

 

This year, the homework in KS1 will focus on developing the 
fundamental skills that act as the foundations for learning in 

English and Maths.  

Your child will be asked to spend time each week reading 
and practising their spellings and times tables.  

 

 

For those children who want an extra challenge, each year 

group will produce a homework wheel with exciting 

optional tasks and projects that match the term’s learning 
themes. 
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Maths  
At Joy Lane, we recognise and understand the importance of the 
fundamentals within Mathematics. Becoming fluent with multiplication 
and division facts is imperative to becoming secure with a range of topics 
across the Maths curriculum in each year group. With this in mind, we 
want to make this a key focus of the children’s home learning.  
 
Times Table Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced online program of daily 
times tables practice. It allows the child to earn rewards for practising 
their times tables, gaining new outfits, musical instruments and 
hairstyles. There is also a competitive edge to the game as they can 
compete against other children from their class 

Your child will soon receive their personal login details so that they can 

access Times Tables Rock Stars (https://ttrockstars.com/login). They can 

access this via a computer or by downloading the app on a tablet or 

phone.  

 

In Year 2, multiplication and division facts will also 
be learned daily in class through Kung Fu Maths, 
where we look at linked rules and patterns.  We 
believe that children learning their multiplication 
facts at home and in class will have a great benefit 
across their learning in Maths—and it will be great 
fun too!  

Reading 
Evidence suggests that children who read for 
enjoyment every day not only perform better 
in reading tests than those who don’t, but 
also develop a broader vocabulary, increased 
general knowledge and a better 
understanding of other cultures. As a result, 
we want to devote homework time to 
reading—and enjoying it! 

 

Children across the school follow our staged reading scheme from 1 
to 11. While Free Readers can access the libraries for their home/
school reading books, we encourage children reading staged books to 
also borrow a book from the library so that they are beginning to 
make informed choices about their reading.  

 

 

Your child will receive a 
‘Reading Record Book’. This 
book should be used as a 
way of communicating how 
your child is reading at 
home. You may wish to make 
comments about how they 
found the book, what they 
liked or enjoyed and any 
comments they made.  
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