Spellings
Class Spellings
Children learn a new spelling rule/pattern each week and learn these words in
class through games and activities. They will receive a list of spellings based on
the weekly rule to practise at home and will be tested on these each week.
Spelling Journals
This academic year, Spelling Journals will be given to each KS2
pupil. These need to be taken home on a daily basis and returned
to school the next day, in the same way that Reading Records are
shared between home and school. Unique to Joy Lane Primary
School, ‘Hocus Pocus’ themed Spelling journals will provide a
single space for pupils to record, practise and test their spellings.
Pupils will do the majority of their spelling work in their journal, and as a result,
these books will become a personal record of their journey through spelling. We
hope pupils will take pride in their ‘Hocus Pocus’ themed journals, seeing them
as a flexible space to learn their spellings, where they will not be judged for the
level of the words they are learning or the mistakes that they make. We will be
encouraging pupils to practise their spellings using their preferred activities,
whether it be traditional lists or colourful posters. For those lacking inspiration,
innovative ways to practise spellings can be found inside the covers of the
journal; additionally, pupils will be learning a bank of spelling games and
activities in class, which they can also draw upon. On the back cover of the
journal, you will also find statutory spelling lists. Statutory spellings will be
addressed within lessons in class as and when appropriate; however, they are in
the journal for reference—or for those who want an extra challenge! Finally, we
hope that Spelling Journals will also encourage discussion between school and
home about the student’s progression within spelling.
Rainbow Spellings
For those children who want an extra challenge or feel that they need a little
more practice of certain spelling rules, they can also access the Rainbow Spelling
cards. This whole-school spelling scheme supports each child
at whichever spelling stage they are at. Children can work
through the colours at their own pace. When they have been
tested on each card in the colour set, they sit a final test,
which then determines if they can move on to the next colour.
If you would like your child to use these cards alongside their class spellings,
please let your child’s Class Teacher know via the Spelling Journal or Reading
Record.
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At Joy Lane, we aim to develop strong home/school links as
we know that we can get the very best from every child
when school and home work in partnership. We believe
that learning does not stop at school, and parents can make
an important contribution to their child’s learning at home.
This year, the homework in KS2 will focus on developing the
fundamental skills that act as the foundations for learning in
English and Maths.

Your child will be asked to spend time each week reading
and practising their spellings and times tables.
Each day, your child will bring home their personal Reading
Diary that will have space to log their reading and any other
comments or reminders. You can also use the book to write
a message to the Class Teacher. Each Teacher will establish
the Reading Diary as part of their classroom routine. A
separate Spelling Journal will also be sent home daily.
For those children who would like an extra challenge, each
year group will produce a termly homework wheel with
optional tasks and projects that match the learning themes.

Times Tables
At Joy Lane, we recognise and understand the importance of the fundamentals
within Mathematics. Becoming fluent with multiplication and division facts is
imperative to becoming secure with a range of topics across the Maths
curriculum in each year group. With this in mind, we want to make this a key
focus of the children’s home learning.

Reading
Evidence suggests that children who read for
enjoyment every day not only perform better in
reading tests than those who don’t, but also
develop a broader vocabulary, increased general
knowledge and a better understanding of other
cultures. As a result, we want to devote homework
time to reading—and enjoying it!
Children across the school follow our staged
reading scheme from 1 to 11. Whilst Free Readers
can access the libraries for their home/school reading books, we encourage
children reading staged books to also borrow a book from the library so that
they are beginning to make informed choices about their reading.

Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced online program of daily times
tables practice. It allows the child to earn rewards for practising their times
tables, gaining new outfits, musical instruments and hairstyles. There is also a
competitive edge to the game as they can compete against other children from
their class. Each week concentrates on a different times table with a
recommended consolidation week for rehearsing recently learned tables every
third week or so. We recommend ten to twenty minutes practice each day to
maximise the benefit—but we are sure that once they start playing, they won’t
want to stop!
Multiplication and division facts will also be learned daily in class through Kung
Fu Maths where we look at linked rules and patterns, and this has been
incredibly successful over the past two years. Your child will use their Ocean
Diary to note the times tables they are learning in class and will use Times
Tables Rock Stars to practise them at home. We believe that children learning
their multiplication facts at home and in class will have a great benefit across
their learning in Maths—and it will be great fun too!
Your child will soon receive their personal login details so that they can access
Times Tables Rock Stars (https://ttrockstars.com/login).
They can access this via a computer or by downloading the app on a tablet or
phone.

Olympic Reading is here for another year! Every night that the children read
for their target amount of minutes, they will receive a stamp in their new
Reading Records. We just ask that you sign to say that they have read that
night.

 Expectations for reading to earn their
stamp –
Years 3 and 4 = 10 minutes per night
Years 5 and 6 = 15 minutes per night
When they get their stamp, they will also get a tick next to their name on their
class’s Olympic Reading chart. As they progress through the chart, they can
earn reward time by reaching Bronze, Silver or Gold depending on how many
times they read in a term. In the last week of term, there will be a special play
session as a reward for those children who have read regularly at home. Bronze
children will earn 20 minutes, Silver children 40 minutes and Gold children a
full hour! Children remaining in class will participate in reading activities.
New this year: For the avid reader, there is a chance to gain extra star
stamps! ‘Reading Race’ sheets set out a range of reading challenges to
complete at home and once they have been signed off by the teacher, they will
gain extra stamps!
We hope that Olympic Reading will encourage all children to read at home and
discover the joy of books.

