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Who’s Who in Year 3 
Joy Lane Primary School 

Year 3 Newsletter 

Terms 5 & 6 

This booklet gives an overview of our teaching and learning    

programme throughout Terms 5 and 6. In the booklet, you will 

find a breakdown of what your child will be doing in each area of      

the curriculum. If you have any further questions, or if you are 

able to  offer any expertise or enrichment opportunities, then 

please see your child’s class teacher. 

Term 5: Amazing Animals 

During this term, we will be learning all about 

animals, including humans. The children will be 

learning why we eat certain amounts and types of 

foods. We will continue our science focus by learning 

about the human skeleton and muscles. By the end 

of the term, the children will have learnt about 

healthy eating and will be able to plan a healthy meal. We will be 

linking this to our English theme through Anthony Browne’s stunning 

picture book ‘Zoo’.  

 

Term 6: Smashing Saxons! 

In this topic that links Geography and 

History, the children will learn about life in 

Anglo-Saxon settlements. They will have 

the opportunity to design their own 

settlements, research food and create Saxon buildings. The children 

will also be developing their map reading skills, as well as looking at 

different types of land use.  



Year 3 Learning Themes
English: We will explore persuasive texts and writing through Anthony 

Browne’s book ‘Zoo’, researching the case ‘for’ and ‘against’ zoos. 

The children will also design their own zoo and write a questionnaire 

to help them find out other people’s opinions about this issue. Next 

term, we will continue to develop the speaking and listening skills 

used in our debates; children will enjoy exploring and performing Roald Dahl 

stories written for the stage. 

Mathematics:  

In Maths, we will be developing our understanding of fractions by 

looking at the following areas: finding fractions of amounts; 

linking knowledge of fractions with decimals; ordering and 

comparing fractions; and adding and subtracting fractions with 

the same denominator. Next term, we will be developing our understanding 

of time and will be learning to tell the time to the nearest minute on an 

analogue clock, as well as solving problems involving time. We will also be 

learning about the properties of different 2D and 3D shapes and will be 

finishing the year by learning about mass and capacity.  

Science: 

Within Science, we will be finding out what it means to eat a 

healthy balanced diet and comparing this to the diet of other 

animals. We will also be exploring how both our skeleton and muscles work. 

During Term 6, we will be identifying the different parts of a plant and their 

purpose. We will also be exploring seed dispersal and create our own 

dichotomous keys to identify different types of tree types.  

French: 

Through the continued use of songs and games, as well as the 

daily use of common French greetings, the children will start to 

develop their confidence using basic greetings, counting to 10 and 

to learning colour names. 

Art and DT: 

We will be getting stuck-in with some hands on Art and DT 

activities linked to the Science theme of ‘Animals including 

Humans’. We will be investigating how muscles work and 

making our own 3D model. We will be using clay to make some 

of our own animals and we will be using our artistic skills to 

investigate lines and patterns in the animal world. 

 

Year 3 Learning Themes 
Targets: 

All children will be set individual targets for Writing, Reading 

and Maths. Maths targets will be linked to their times tables, 

and children will have time to practise these weekly. The 

writing targets will be linked closely with the school’s writing 

ladders, which clearly set out the     expectation for children at 

each stage of writing. These targets are     transferable to all subjects. 

Reading targets are set in Guided Reading; we will be developing the 

children’s comprehension skills, consolidating their ability to answer 

questions about the texts they are reading, as well as working on their 

fluency and expression when reading aloud. 

Homework and Supporting your Child at Home:  

 Children will be given a homework wheel at the start of each new term. 

There will be a six activities linking to a different area of the curriculum. 

Each week, the children should choose one task to complete from the 

wheel. Homework will be given out on a Wednesday and should be 

handed in by the following Monday for marking. A piece of Maths 

homework will be set weekly on the www.mymaths.co.uk website. 

 READING: Reading records will be checked regularly. The 

reading record and book should be handed in every day so 

the class teacher can review and monitor your child’s 

progress. 

 RAINBOW SPELLINGS: Children’s spellings will be reviewed and changed 

twice a week (Tuesday and Thursday). All spelling journals should be 

handed in each day, even if children do not need to 

change their cards. Please encourage children to find 

out the meaning of any new words unfamiliar to 

them and to use them in context. 

 

You can help your child develop their learning skills and independence by 

guiding them into a routine for completing a small piece of homework 

weekly and being well organised for school. You can help your child notice 

spelling patterns, encourage them to use their maths skills when visiting 

the shops or playing board games, and encourage your child to answer 

questions about the books they are reading as well as reading aloud 

regularly. 


