
Science: The children in Oysters follow an adapted version of the 
mainstream Science Curriculum. This term, the children will be covering:                               

Moore: Seasonal Changes         

Morris: Growing Plants      

Mackintosh: Eating & Digestion 

 

Liaison Times: If you need to speak to us,  we will be available to 
deal with any queries you may have between 3:00pm and 4:00pm each 
day. If you require a phone call home, then please indicate this in your 
child’s contact book or leave a message at the main school office.  

Swimming/PE: This year,  children from Oysters SRP will continue to swim on 
Thursday afternoons.  There will be a message in your child’s 
contact book telling you which terms your child will be swimming. 
On the terms your child doesn’t swim, they will have PE. Please 
ensure your child has appropriate clothing for PE as we try to take 
the children outside as much as possible.  

 

Snacks: Children are welcome to bring a healthy snack to school 
for break time. Please be aware that Joy Lane Primary School is a 
nut-free school.  

 

Named Clothing: Please ensure that all items of clothing are 
named (including PE kits, shoes and coats). Unnamed items of 
clothing can go missing and it is very difficult for us to locate and 
return them.  

I predict a fun-filled and exciting term on our learning journey 
together! However, if you have any worries or concerns, then 
please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

Many thanks, Mrs Dowling and the Oysters Team 
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Welcome back after the summer break! We hope 
everyone had a great summer holiday and the children 
are refreshed and looking forward to the new term. 
We are looking forward to getting to know all of our 

new children over the coming weeks. 

Our Oysters Team September 2018 



Staffing: We are very lucky to be welcoming two new members of staff to our 
Oysters Team this September: 

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Bowles (who you may have seen 
working in the mainstream at Joy Lane) back from maternity 
leave, to the team in Moore Group Room, working alongside Mrs 
Stafford.  Mr Coultrip has also joined the team, working in 
Morris Group Room. He is very keen on sport! 

Farewells: It is with great sadness that we have to inform you that 
Miss Roberts will not be returning to Oysters this year. At the beginning 
of the summer she was offered a new opportunity, pursuing her interests 
in yoga and counselling.  

Contact Books: Your child’s contact book is the main source of 
information and communication between home and school. It allows all the adults who 
support your child during the school day to stay informed. For this reason, it is 
essential that queries, concerns, comments and helpful information about your child’s 
wellbeing (e.g. haven’t slept well/missed breakfast) are written in the Contact Book 
as this is the first point of reference for adults in Oysters and the mainstream. The 
contact book is a reliable way to ensure that important information can be shared, in 
written form, with all of the adults who interact with each child. Please feel free to 
stick in post-it notes or Sellotape/staple in a piece of paper if there is not sufficient 
room for your message.  

Social Stories: Over the year,  a number of Social Stories will come home with 
your child to help prepare them for upcoming events in school, helping 
them to manage their expectations and therefore reduce their 
anxiety. Social Stories are a valuable strategy to help coach children 
through events which could be challenging, allowing them to visualise 
and have prepared strategies so that they feel in control. These are 

most effective when shared regularly. When sharing these at home, it is best to find 
times when everyone is feeling calm and relaxed. Repeat as many times as you think 
your child needs and, obviously, feel free to adapt them further to your child’s 
specific needs and challenges. 

Weekly Newsletter: As a school,  we send out a weekly newsletter on a Friday.  
Many parents and carers will have opted to receive this electronically. The idea of 
the letter is to combine all the information that you need for the week ahead into 
one space. The letter includes: attendance, house points, important reminders, dates 
for your diary, music and sport updates, and class announcements. It is important to 
check this letter both for Oysters information, and for information from the year 
group and partner class that your child integrates to. In addition, we are also trialling 
our own Group Room Memos which will be sent out fortnightly to give you an overview 
of life and learning in Oysters, as well as reminders of any up-and-coming events. 

Speech and Language: Suzie Wells,  our Speech and Language Therapist,  
will continue working with us this year on a Monday (all day) and on a 
Wednesday (mornings only). She will be supported by Tracy Jones who is a 

Speech and Language Therapy Associate Practitioner and will also be in Oysters on 
Wednesdays (8:30am - 2pm).  

Life Skills: For those children who spend less time integrating or 
for children who find integration tricky, our afternoon Oysters-based 
Life Skills Curriculum will include, among other things: Textiles, 
Cooking, Gardening, and Outdoor Learning. Further details are in the 
front of your child’s contact book.  

Class Dojos: We will be using Class Dojos and Class Story again this year.  
We would love as many of our Oysters parents as possible to join up and 
celebrate all of our children’s successes and ‘wow’ moments.  

Integration: Oysters children will continue to integrate into 
mainstream partner classes for part of their school day. During the 
first week of term, children will visit the teacher and children in 
their partner class. We have organised Learning Mentors (Oysters 
adults) for the children and, together, they will spend some time 
during this week making a Social Story to bring home.  

English Intervention: Children are taught English across the school 
between 9:30am and 10:30am daily. This enables children from 
Oysters to integrate into the mainstream where appropriate. Children 
who stay in Oysters receive a daily intervention programme which 
teaches Phonics as well as the first ‘100 high frequency words’ (known 
to Oysters children as Red Words). These interventions are thorough 
and systematic but fun, highly-visual, and delivered in a predictable, 

chunked, autism-friendly style. The children are taught the sounds (phonemes) and how 
to blend (for reading) and segment (for spelling and writing). Children will also develop 
their understanding of grammar rules and punctuation in line with the new SPAG test, 
as well as developing their writing ability through a range of different genres, such as 
information writing, descriptive writing and persuasive letter writing. 

Maths Intervention: As with English,  children from Oysters 
will join their partner class in the mainstream for Maths. 
Children who stay in Oysters will follow a daily Maths 
intervention programme, during which staff will be able to profile 
areas of strength and potential knowledge-gaps for individual 
children, enabling a tailored approach which can cater to each 
child’s needs.  


