
Curriculum:  

 Integration to Partner Classes:  

Integration will continue to be a strong focus, enabling your children to gain valuable social skills and 
to socialise with their chronological peers. 

 Life Skills Overview:  

For more information about our Life Skills Curriculum, please see the front of your child’s Contact 
Book.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us, either via your child’s 
contact book or via the school office.  

As you will see, we have two fun-packed terms ahead of us, and we very much look forward to working 
with you and your children as the summer approaches. 

Thanks, as ever, for your continued support. 

Mrs Dowling (SRP Manager and SENCO) and all Oysters Staff 
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Welcome back! We hope that you all had a wonderful Easter break and that 

you are looking forward to Terms 5 and 6! 



New Staff:  

At the end of Term 5, we said goodbye to Miss Phillips, who has moved on to a new job.  

Happily, however, we welcome two new members of staff to Oysters: Mrs Burns and Mrs Usher. 
They are looking forward to working with the children in Oysters, and we are delighted to welcome 
them to the team.  

Playground Markings:  

Over the Easter holidays, we have had exciting new markings added to our playground. The children 
now have a visual, guided circuit that they can complete outside!  

This will complement our other Sensory interventions, which encourage the children to meet their 
sensory needs, enabling them to be calmer, happier and therefore more successful during learning 
times. The advantage of being on the playground and accessible at all times means that the children 
can access it independently, encouraging child-initiation and allowing them to start managing their 
own sensory needs. 

Key Dates:  

Below is a list of diary dates to help you to navigate the next two terms:  

 Year 5 CAT Tests: (Week commencing 29th April)   

Children in Year 5 will sit CAT (Cognitive Abilities Tests) during this week. The 
test will assess your child’s ability in four areas: Verbal (which equates loosely to 
English), Non-Verbal (pattern awareness), Quantitative (Maths) and Spatial (shape 
and space manipulation). They take place at a computer and take around 50 
minutes per test.  

Children who integrate into Year 5 will sit these with Miss Gilmore’s class. Other children will have 
the same tests but will sit them in the SRP.  

CAT tests are designed to cater to a wide range of abilities, so all Year 5 children are expected to 
sit them. However, if a child should become anxious or distressed, the adult will of course stop the 
test. Please see this helpful link for further information:  https://www.joylane.kent.sch.uk/images/
documents/Letters_2018-2019/Term_5/3_InfoLetter_Apr19.pdf 

 Bikeability:  (Tuesday 30th April and Wednesday 1st May)  

Hot Chilli Cycles are coming back to finish working on cycling skills with our 
children in Mackintosh Group Room.  Children will continue to take part in games 
on the playground, and some children may be invited to go off site. Parents/carers 
will be contacted by Mrs Watson beforehand if their child is invited to go off 
site. 

  Year 2 SATs:  (May 2019)  

Oysters Year 2 children will be expected to sit Key stage 1 SATS during May.  If children integrate 
into Picasso class for part of their learning, they will take their SATS in Picasso Class. If, however, 
children spend their day in the SRP, they will complete the test within Oysters.  

KS1 English papers 

There are two reading papers for KS1 pupils to complete. The teacher can decide to give pupils a 
break in the middle of any of the tests, if needed. These tests are not timed but usually take 
around 30 minutes to complete.  

KS1 Mathematics papers 
There are two Maths papers for the children to complete. Paper One is on Arithmetic, with 25 
questions, each worth one mark, and the test lasts for 20 minutes. 
Paper Two is on Reasoning. There are 32 questions, each worth one or two marks. The test takes 
about 35 minutes, and is worth 35 marks overall. 
All children will work with a familiar adult and will be given opportunities for ‘brain breaks’ as 
needed. If a child is unable to answer any more questions or is becoming distressed, the adult will 
remove the paper and the test will be finished.  
 

 Year 6 SATs: The children in year 6 will take part in the following tests,  on the 
following dates: 

 

The following arrangements will be made:  

 The children will complete their SATs within the SRP. 

 Breakfast will be provided in school on each of the above mornings.  

 The children will have 1:1 adult support. This will be in the form of a reader, prompt, or 
scribe. (However, please note that children cannot have help with reading during the 
Reading test.)  

 The children will be able to access ‘brain breaks’ as and when needed. 

 The children will have 25% extra time, due to having EHC Plans.  

 Year 1 Phonics Screening: (Week commencing Monday 1 0 June 2019) 

The Phonics Screening Check is designed to show how well your child can use the Phonics skills 
they’ve learned, up to the end of Year 1, and to identify areas where children may need extra 
Phonics help.  

The screenings consist of a mixture of 40 words and ‘non-words’, which your child will be asked to 
read, one-on-one, with Mrs Bowles.  

Year 1 Oysters children will take part in the Phonics Screening Check, which 
is delivered in a very friendly, calm way for the children by their familiar 
adult.  

Although some of our children are not currently working at age-expected 
levels in Phonics, all children will take part, and the school will use the results 
to help inform planning to fill in ‘gaps’ in learning and support the children 
moving forwards.  

Testing can be a worrying time for parents and for children. We would like to reassure you that we 
have prepared the children for the tests they’ll be expected to take using Social Stories, modelling, 
role play and imaginary play. We know the children well and recognise their signs of anxiety, so 
please rest assured that, while the children are being included in the testing (as we are part of a 
mainstream setting), they have been prepared for the change in routine, and we will be there with 
them every step of the way to provide for reassurance. We look forward to the children having the 
same chance as everyone else to prove just how clever they are! 
Any testing will be conducted in a sensitive manner, allowing all children to do the very best they 
can. Please remember that we are all aware that these tests only measure a single, small aspect of 
your child and their amazingly varied talents and abilities.  
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