
 

 

 

WOW Slips 

 

We enjoy celebrating the children’s 
achievements and will send home WOW slips 
for you to share their successes.  

When WOW slips are returned to school, we 
will share them with the class and display them. 
WOW slips can celebrate anything from eating 
all their vegetables for the first time, to 
writing their name or riding a bike without 
stabilisers. 

 

Dojo 

We will be using the Class Dojo App to communicate your 
child’s successes, both in their learning and social skills. You 
should have received login details to enable you to  access 
this on your phone or computer at home. Please ask if you 
would like further information. Through the app, we can 
update you with photos and messages about the things we 
are doing in class. It is school policy that teachers are 
unable to respond to messages through the app.  

If you have any queries or concerns, please pop in to see your teacher or 
call before or after school — we are ALWAYS ready and willing to answer 
any questions and help in any way! 

 

PE Kits  

PE kits may be left in school until half term. Please ensure that all items 
of clothing are named. 

Joy Lane Primary School 

Year R Newsletter 
Terms 1 and 2 

 
Firstly, we would like to welcome you all to  

Joy Lane Primary School. We are very proud of how 
well the children have settled into school and we look 

forward to the year ahead.  

 

This booklet gives a brief overview of some of the 
exciting things we are doing in Terms 1 and 2.  

Reception Team 

Miss Longhorn,  Mrs Gaze, Mrs Pout, Mrs Elbourn,  
Mrs Rafferty, Miss Elias, Miss Blades, Mrs Phillips  

Early Years Leader:  Miss Longhorn 
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    Year R Learning Themes
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, we follow the children's 

interests and ideas. As the year progresses and we get to 

know your child’s interests, the Early Years teachers will let 

you know which topics we will be focusing on in class and give 

you some ideas about how you might like to support your child 

with their learning at home. Please find below some of our main 

learning focuses for Terms 1 & 2. 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
During the first term of school, we will be supporting the children in 
developing their social and emotional skills. The children have already 
begun to form new friendships and grow in confidence as they continue to 
explore and become more familiar with their new school environment and 
all of the new school rules and routines. During Term 1, we will talk about 
our families and the people we love, focusing on what makes 
a good friend. We will also talk about some of the things 
that make us special and unique, comparing our similarities 
and differences. The children will be creating self-portraits 
using a range of exciting media and participating in lots of 
games to help them learn the names of their lovely new 
friends. We will also be helping the children to develop their self 
confidence through a variety of circle games and activities. The children 
will be given opportunities to share their thoughts and ideas with the 
their classmates.  

Literacy 
We will soon start our Letters and Sounds programme in daily phonics 
sessions. To begin with, we will be focusing on listening skills as the 
children practise hearing rhyming words and the initial sounds in words. 
We will then be moving on to matching sounds to letter shapes. Speaking 
underpins a child’s literacy development; therefore. we will be focusing on 
developing the children's language skills through key vocabulary, circle 
times, role play and class discussions.   

Year R Learning Themes 

 

In preparation for early mark making, the children will be taking part in 
lots of different activities designed to develop their fine motor skills. 
They will be encouraged to hold their pencils correctly like a ‘pinchy 
crab’. When letters are introduced, they will be in the pre-cursive form. 
Your class teacher will provide you with a copy of the pre-cursive 
alphabet which you may follow when you write together at home.  

 

Mathematics  

As a class, and in small groups, we will play lots of 
number games.  

 
The children will also be learning and singing 
different counting songs. We will be focusing on 
number recognition and correctly matching numerals 
to quantity.  

 

Outdoor Learning 
As we are lucky enough to have such an amazing outdoor space, we are 
aiming to get outside to enjoy our learning as much as possible —
whatever the weather! Please make use of the boot racks in the outside 
areas to leave named welly boots at school for muddy days. Please also 
make sure your child brings in a named raincoat on rainy or overcast days. 
We have lots of ideas for how to develop the outdoor area over the 
coming year — if you have any skills in this area, please do not hesitate to 
chat to one of the teachers. At the moment, we are particularly looking 
for any colourful scraps of fabric, old sheets, ribbon, cargo nets or 
tarpaulin, old picnic blankets, cones, cable reels, pallets, 
funnels, plastic tubing, guttering, pipes, cable ties, 
crates, paint brushes, shelving, left-over astro-turf and 
plants or shrubs. Remember, one man’s rubbish is 
another man’s treasure! Please speak to your teacher 
about the practicalities before bringing these 
wonderful donations into school. 
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