
                             

  

 

PARENT AND CARER SURVEY 2021-22 
 

Please click the link to access our Whole School Survey questionnaire, which will be live 

from now until Friday 25th March. To help us make sure we are providing the best standard 

of education for your children, we would like to know how you feel about our school.  
 

This will help us to:  

 Find out what we are doing well and where we could do better  

 Decide which areas to prioritise when developing our school 

improvement plan 

 Make sure we are meeting the needs of you and your children  
 

Please take the time to complete this survey to help us make Joy Lane Primary School the 

best it can be. Please complete the survey by Friday 25th March 2022.  

UKRAINE APPEAL – A MASSIVE THANKS 
 

We have been completely overwhelmed by the JLPS community’s generosity in response 

to our appeal for donations to help the desperate people in Ukraine. This morning our 

packed minibus delivered your contributions to the collection warehouse in Folkestone. 

    
The Kent schools’ reponse has been amazing, and in just three days, three 40ft lorries were 

filled at the collection warehouse and today a fifth lorry is due. In total, the appeal co-

ordinators are planning to send ten lorries into Ukraine. Donations have already been 

delivered to Rivne and Rzeszov, and as long as it is safe to do so, the jam-packed lorries will 

continue to enter Ukraine to assist with this humanitarian tragedy. 
 

We are truly so grateful for the support and kindness you have shown and have been 

particularly touched by children’s letters and cards addressed to ‘a Ukranian family’ which 

we found scattered amongst the donations – such a thoughtful and compassionate gesture. 
 

Please also find the link to donate online here. 

 

Friday 18th March 2022 
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MR ASHLEY-JONES’ HALF MARATHON UPDATE 
 

So, I have received the start time - 9.35am - and 

my number for the London Landmarks Half 

Marathon two weeks this Sunday; I am race 

number 5825 (I like this number!) There are 7 

waves of runners and I have been placed in the 

third wave called the MEXICAN WAVE just 

behind the CHEETAHs who sound extremely 

professional and fast!!! 

Just to let you know a crazy fact or two: there are over 100 runners by the name of Jones 

but only one ‘Ashley-Jones’ running on the 3rd April, 50 Robinsons (no relation to our very 

own Miss Robinson - an excellent runner herself!) and over 30 Johnsons - not including Boris 

himself! 

My training is going well, although I lost a toe nail last week, which I am sure you wanted to 

hear about; however, I am still confident that I can manage the distance of 21KM or 13 and 

a bit miles.  I am also still discovering that parts of me are creaking, aching and falling off as 

I continue my long runs up to the half marathon distance. 

I am still enjoying the training, particularly running around Canterbury on a Thursday and 

in between Howletts and Wingham Wildlife Park at the weekends. My music taste has 

moved back in time to the 90s, with Primal Scream and the Beastie Boys being particularly 

motivating for me at the moment! I am hoping to run my last long run on Saturday – 18km 

- before ‘tapering down’ (apparently this is what runners say to mean easing off before the 

big day.) 

Once again, I am grateful for the generous support from parents/carers and children, and if 

you feel you would like to support my run and the charity 'More than Words', then please 

follow the link for further information. There is still time! 

SWIMMING POOL UPDATE 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Whitstable Community Magazine has written an article 

about James Banbury’s fundraising efforts for our pool. Click the 

link above read what James has been up to. Well done and thank 

you, James!  

 

 

 

 

 

Over £18, 000 raised so far! 

Great job everyone! 
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WALK FOR WATER – FRIDAY 25th MARCH 
 

On Friday 25th March, the children will be invited to wear blue in aid of 

supporting the charity ‘Walk 4 Water’. During the day, children will be 

taking part in a walking challenge to understand why we are raising money. 

Our events in previous years have contributed towards providing 

communities with large water catchments making a significant difference to 

many. Please look out for the buckets on the gates at the beginning and end 

of the day if you would like to make a donation. 

UKRAINE – HOW TO TALK TO YOUR CHILD 

 

No matter how calmly you manage the current 

environment, children are likely to be anxious. They will pick 

up bits of information from their friends, from the news and 

from listening to adults talking around them – but they can 

misunderstand what they’re hearing. It’s important to talk 

to them about what’s happening.  

 

Start by finding out what your child knows already 

 

Use open-ended questions to give them the chance to tell you what they think. See page 7 

of the resource 'worrying about war' for examples of questions to ask (you'll find the 

resource at the bottom of the page.) 

 

Tackle the news head-on and talk about it openly and calmly 

 

Use real words and don’t shy away from the truth. Be prepared to explain and define 

keywords they might be hearing to help them make sense of what's going on. For example, 

words like invasion, missiles, sanctions, refugees etc. Use age-appropriate material such as 

this Newsround resource, which includes definitions.   

 

Encourage your child to ask questions and share their feelings 

 

Remember, it’s okay not to have all the answers. Tell them that you’ll let them know when 

you know more. This will be an ongoing discussion. 
Allow for repetition; you might have to answer the same thing again. Younger children in 

particular tend to repeat themselves when they’re feeling uncertain or worried.  

Reassure them that they’re not the only ones feeling this way and encourage them to share 

their feelings with you or their teacher.  

 

Be a role model 

 

Recognise and manage your own worries first. If you notice you’re feeling anxious, take some 

time to calm down before you decide to talk about the events with your child.  

Be open about sharing your feelings with your child – e.g. I'm also finding the news a bit 

worrying, so I'm doing X (baking cakes, going on long walks, swimming etc.), which helps 

me to relax. Encourage them to think about what they can do to relax. 
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TESCO EASTER EGG DESIGN COMPETITION 
 

Tesco has invited our children to take part in an Easter Egg design competition. They have 

provided us with a template, which you can collect from Mrs Platt at our outside office.  
 

Tesco will collect our competition entries on Friday 25th March and they will be 

displayed in the Whitstable store for a winner to be picked. 
 

Get your colouring pencils and pens at the ready!  

BIATHLON – SWIMMING FUNDRAISING EVENT! 

 
You will receive a confirmation letter of your entry on the first week of Term 5. 

Please be aware that we are switching to Arbor payments from 1st April 2022. Entries before 

this date will be on ParentMail and noted. 
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END-OF-TERM ARRANGEMENTS – FRIDAY 1ST APRIL 

Please make a note of our end-of-term finishing times on Friday 1st April: 

 

Oysters SRP 1:30pm 

Main School  2:00pm 

Nursery  3:30pm 

After School Club  4:00pm 

KICKS FOR KIDS 
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