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Eligibility Criteria (Draft)  
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Brief Description and Historical Context 
What we now know as ‘Oysters’, originated as an Autism Unit, linked to the pre-amalgamation Infant 
School on the Joy Lane site. Children with ASD as their primary, ‘Statemented’ need were taught within 
the unit, under the supervision of three specialist teachers.  
 
The Unit functioned separately to the mainstream, with only some children integrating for small 
chunks of their learning, and was not required to follow the National Curriculum. Instead, the 
timetable focused on Statement Outcomes, Functional Skills and Life Skills. 
 
With the new building came a change of designation, from a Unit into a Provision; originally designed 
and built to support 24 children, with EHCPs (rather than Statements) and ASD as their primary need.  
 
The change in name, however, meant a change of practice, with places in the SRP now functioning as 
mainstream placements. The Government and KCC require Provisions to follow the National 
Curriculum; the expectation being that Core Learning will be accessed in mainstream classrooms, with 
the SRP serving as a hub for interventions, designed to support children in accessing learning within 
their mainstream Partner Classes. 
 
From the original 24 places, Oysters was redesignated for 30 children, but currently supports 35 
children, under the supervision of one Specialist Teacher. With numbers so high, currently, we are 
unable to accept any further consultations for placement until September 2020 Reception 
applications. 
 
For further information about the SRP, please see the prospectus.  

Applications to Oysters: 
The Local Authority (LA) manages all admissions to Oysters. The referral pathway is always via the 
LA; no pupil can be admitted without prior agreement from KCC. 
 

 For a place to be considered, a child’s EHCP and supporting documents must be sent to the 
school from the Local Authority SEN team (usually: SENEast@kent.gov.uk) 

 Each application will be considered after careful scrutiny of a child’s EHCP. At this point, if it is 
felt that the child may be successful in Oysters, an observation will be carried out in the child’s 
home or current educational setting.  

 Any decision about a placement will also consider the current Oysters cohort, ensuring a variable 
mix of abilities, age, gender, and needs; as well as recognising the practical and logistical 
limitations on the space and resources available to us. 

 The decision whether to offer a place is made by the Oysters Manager and SENCO, in 
collaboration with the Executive Head Teacher and the Full Governing Body.  

 The decision is then sent back, in writing, to the Local Authority SEN team, who will contact 
parents and carers to inform them of the decision.  

 If a place is not offered, it is due to the fact that Oysters would not be able to meet the needs of 
the child, thereby denying the child the opportunity to reach their full potential.  
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Eligibility Criteria: 
In order to be considered for admission at Joy Lane, children must: 

 Have an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP). 

 Have a diagnosis and Primary need of ASD; without severe or complex learning difficulties in 
addition to their ASD.  

 Be within the normal range of academic ability for their chronological age. 

 Have the ability to communicate verbally without full reliance on communication aids 
(although children may still access support and programmes devised by a Speech and 
Language Therapist (SaLT) delivered by trained support staff).  

 Be able to integrate for up to 80% of their school day. 
o We begin the integration process with short visits to the Partner Class, which we then 

increase incrementally, up to 80%. 
o It is expected by the LA that most children within an SRP should settle at around 70% 

integration. 
 

In addition, due to the fact that Oysters is required to follow the National Curriculum (and that 
successful inclusion into mainstream partner classes requires academic ability compatible with 
mainstream chronological peers), in order to be able to access learning within the mainstream, (with 
the support of the Oysters hub) children should be: 
  

 Of a chronological age which falls within the range of Foundation Stage (Reception) to Year 6.  

 Within the normal range of average ability for their age (a 9-year-old child should be able to 
access the Year 4 or 5 Curriculum). 

 Projected to fall within the expectations described in the National Curriculum end-of-year 
descriptors. 

 Independent with personal care and hygiene. (We understand that occasional accidents 
happen; however, we do not have care-suite).  

 Able to integrate into their Partner Class in the mainstream for up to 80% of the school day. 

 Able to benefit from this integration and inclusion, with the long-term expectation and 
potential to attend a mainstream secondary school.  

 Able to cope with learning time in a mainstream class, on a daily basis; successfully accessing 
learning with an ideal ratio of 1 adult to 2 children. (Some children will be able to integrate 
independently.) 

 
Children requiring 1:1 support may be considered at the discretion of the SRP Manager and under 
negotiation with the LA Officer with regard to additional funding.    

 
Integration   
 
We believe that every child should have the opportunity to access a full and engaging curriculum in 
order to reach their full potential.   
 
Pupils are admitted to Oysters with the expectation that they will be able to access learning in 
mainstream Partner Classes for a large percentage of their school day.  

 
The following criteria for integration will be applied. In order to be considered suitable for 
integration pupils will be expected to be able to:  

 Understand, acknowledge and communicate their needs (both physical and learning) 
generally, through the use of spoken language.  
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 Demonstrate enthusiasm for learning, and the desire and ability to work alongside, or 
within, a group of chronological peers. 

 Follow instructions (simple two-step instructions in Early Years).  

 Use a visual timetable (supported within Early Years, but independently from Year 1).  

 Work unaided for an identified period of time (dependent upon circumstance). 
 

Success Criteria for integration require that: 

 There will be good engagement with the learning process.  

 Academic progress will be within the average range expected for chronological peers. 

 There will be progress with social communication.  

 Levels of well-being will be generally high. 
 

Additional resources and aids will be provided, as appropriate, to facilitate the success of 
integration into Partner Classes. This could include ICT, resources to meet sensory needs, visual 
timetables, communication aids and higher staffing ratios - but does not indicate or guarantee 
1:1 support. Additional staff are deployed to support learning, but their main focus is on 
developing independence and removing (rather than creating) barriers to the successful 
integration of pupils 

 
Specialist Support Offered 
 
Resources and Interventions to support Oysters children could involve access to: 
 
 Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT)  
 Speech and Language Interventions, such as Language Through Colour (LTC) and Active 

Listening 
 Staff, experienced with supporting the learning of ASD children 
 Support from the Education Psychologist 
 Use of the TEACCH approach 
 Visual supports 
 Social Skills training 
 Life Skills Curriculum 
 Individual intervention support (based on EHCP outcomes) 
 Positive Behaviour Management system (consistent with the Mainstream School) 
 Parent Support Group 
 Individual workstations and timetables  
 Specifically-devised programmes of study, where appropriate, designed to meet individual 

needs 
 Sensory Circuits 
 Fine and Gross Motor support  
 Sensory Rooms  
 Individualised Social Stories 
 Social Stories Library  
 Reading dog  
 Messy Play 

 
Because we are, as our name suggests, a Specialist Provision, we are staffed and resourced to 
specialise in supporting those children who meet our eligibility criteria.  
 
Children who have more complex needs, behavioural needs, or for whom ASD is not the primary need, 
would not be best supported within our environment.  
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Admitting children who are incompatible with our resources or specialism would not allow those 
children to fulfil their potential, or learn in an environment where they feel safe, understood, or 
supported. This would not only deny a child their right to have their needs met; but would also 
negatively impact the education of the existing cohort.  

 

Oysters is not a suitable setting for children who:  

 

 Do not have the social capacity to enable them to successfully integrate into mainstream 
academic lessons. 

 Require one-to-one support to access heavily-differentiated work or to manage behaviour. 

 Have severe or complex needs in addition to their ASD diagnosis. 
 Have social, emotional and behavioural difficulties as the main cause for concern.  

o It is recognised that these may occur as a temporary need, as a symptom of ASD; 
however, where these are not temporary, and/or present a major barrier to the 
learning of an individual child, Oysters is not able to offer adequate or specialised 
SEMH or Behavioural support and is therefore an inappropriate setting.)  

o Should these difficulties present once admitted to Oysters, their place in Oysters 
would be reviewed (through the process of Annual Review, which could be brought 
forward), in cases where: 

 Incidents are frequent or intensive 
 The child is not responding to support  
 The child poses a risk to self or others and/or impacts on the learning of other 

children. 
 
The Senior Leadership Team and Board of Governors reserve the right to refuse admission, 
if: 
 

 The agreed number of funded places by the Local Authority are fully subscribed, so that 
admitting children over this number would be incompatible with the provision of efficient 
education or the efficient use of resources.  

 There is insufficient evidence of a clear diagnosis of ASD (e.g. where it is reported that ‘there 
are autistic traits’ but there is no professional diagnosis).  

 The child’s needs go beyond our specialism, resources, experience and logistical capabilities 
(e.g. if the child would be at risk on our site, or they require specialist care and/or 
interventions which we are unable to provide). 

 There is evidence of moderate, severe, or complex learning difficulties in addition to ASD, 
which mean that integration to mainstream with a chronological peer group would be 
stressful and disrupt learning.   

 The admission of a pupil would compromise the health and safety of the current pupils and/ 
or staff within the provision 

 The admission of a pupil would compromise or disrupt the education of pupils already in 
attendance. 

 Social, emotional and/or behavioural difficulties are the primary area of need.  
 
It should also be noted that siblings are not automatically admitted. 
 

 
Oysters Exit Criteria: 

Transition from Oysters into a mainstream setting will be considered at the point where a child has 

made progress and no longer needs the Provision.  
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This could include situations when: 

 The child has developed compensatory and assertive self-help strategies to effectively 

manage their challenges and difficulties.  

 Resultant or additional learning needs can be met at the level of SEN with support, with 

interventions in a mainstream setting.  

 The child is at the end of Year 6 and transferring to secondary school. 

 

When a child is ready to leave Oysters, effective transition will be planned and supported to 

facilitate success. 

Transition to an alternative setting will also be considered when a child needs a higher level of 

specialist support, or an alternative area of specialism.  

 

This may occur in situations where:  

 There are frequent and/or intensive behavioural difficulties which present a risk to self 

and/or others, and prevent learning. 

 The pupil remains unable to access the mainstream learning environment on a regular basis, 

even after one year within Oysters.  

 A child or parent expresses the wish to change provision. 

 There is a consensus view that the priority need could be best met elsewhere. 

 

Exit from Oysters will normally be considered at the formal statutory Annual Review. An Early 

Annual Review may be called if it is felt to be urgent or necessary. 

 
 
Websites of interest for parents and professionals: 

KCC    www.kelsi.org.uk  

National Autistic Society  www.autism.org.uk  

Kent Autistic Trust   www.kentautistic.com. 

 

 

http://www.kelsi.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.kentautistic.com/

