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Worry about what your children are doing online?
Know how to stay safe online?
Know how to keep your children safe online?
Have e-safety questions that you would like answering?
 Need help to make sure that you stay safe online?

If you answered 'Yes’ to any of the above come along to our E-Safety For Parents only event on:

Thursday 20th April 2017 at 2pm

See the School Office to book seats!

CHRISTMAS STAMP DESIGN

times

Good Luck To Our Joy Lane Designers!
It seems a bit early for Christmas, but our artists have been
busy designing a little piece of history. Thank you to all the
children who have designed a Christmas stamp for the Post
Office competition for 2017. They have been sent off and our
fingers are crossed for a winner in our School. The competition
will be fierce as the prize for a winning stamp is £1000 for the
pupil and School. So good luck everyone!

SPELLING BEE

Swalecliffe’s Year 6 speller was victorious!

Seven schools from Whitstable and Herne Bay
competed in an exciting Spelling Bee competition.
Two representatives from each Key Stage 2 class
were sent to compete against each other in this challenging and
competitive event. The children displayed their impressive skills by
spelling National Curriculum words aloud in front of their peers.
Children from Joy Lane Primary School, Briary Primary School and
Swalecliffe Community Primary School got through to the final…but

BALLET IN YEAR 4
Our Year 4 children are a multi- talented bunch, as was proved when they undertook a
wonderful and inspiring day of dance earlier this term with Dani Batchelor, a professional ballet
dancer. Dani works with the Royal Opera House for the Royal Ballet School and is the founder
member of The Kent Dance Network. Using her skills, the children enjoyed a collaborative
dance workshop in which they designed and choreographed their own dances. The debut
performance of these original creations was end of term production, The Selfish Giant, which
was truly amazing!

FOOTBALL
On Tuesday the 21st of February, 6 children took
part in a half-time shoot out against another
school at the home ground of Gillingham FC.
Either side of half-time, the six lucky children got
to watch Gillingham against AFC Wimbledon
which was a great opportunity. During the
half-time break, the children walked onto the pitch and took 6 penalties at the
Rainham End which they all loved and I'm sure they will never forget.
More information about JLPS Football Teams can be found on our School website in the Parent tab under
Achievements.

Welcome to the Easter Edition of Term Times 2017
I do hope you have enjoyed the first day of Spring as much as we have at Joy Lane – it
has even made the building works look prettier! During the Easter break we hope to see
the completion of new pathways around the School so be prepared to be directed around
the new routes on our return on April 18th 2017. Thank you again for your patience
and understanding whilst we improve our School environment and facilities.
It is especially poignant at Easter time to think about new life and new beginnings. It
has been my pleasure to announce the birth of Matilda to our Inclusion Manager and
Assistant Headteacher, Mrs Godden and now l can announce the arrival of Phoebe Rose
who was born to Mrs Pound on March 23rd 2017 – both mother and baby are doing well.
I have received some positive feedback from yourselves regarding our Dojo Class Story
and how you enjoy having glimpses of what the children are learning during the school
day and school visits. As you are aware we conducted a consultation with you on how
we can further improve our facilities and services which l will share with you after the
Easter break.
I do hope you enjoy reading our Easter Term Times and would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of our Staff, Governors and children to wish you a very peaceful
Easter time and look forward to seeing you all once more on April 18th 2017.

E-SAFETY FOR PARENTS
Some of you may remember that two years ago, we were
lucky enough to have an E-Safety Officer from Kent Police
give a thought provoking talk to Year 5 and Year 6 children
plus a further session for Parents and Carers only.
You think you know what your child is doing on the Internet
(on a range of devices) but teachers and parents alike were
amazed how little they actually knew about this ever
changing technology. The Internet is a fantastic source of
information but it has to be used respectfully and safely.
We are able to offer a further session for adults only at 2pm on the 20th April 2017. E-Safety is such an important
issue and changes so quickly, so for the most up to date advice come to listen to this talk by Nicola Simmonds
of Kent Police.
To reserve seats, please contact the School Office

ROCKING ROMANS!
During Term 3, Year 3 studied Rocks as their topic in Science as part of our overall topic ‘Rocking Romans’.
We commenced our work by going on a ’Rock hunt’ around school. We were also able to observe different types
of rocks and classify them using the criteria provided including how permeable (a new word which we learnt!)
they were.
A real bonus was our ‘Rock Search’ which was organised for us by Miss Bell, our Science Leader, courtesy of a
child’s father in her class: Mr Johnson. We are hugely grateful for his generous donation
as it has given the children the opportunity to be real life excavators! The children loved
searching through the mixed array of rock particles to try and search for fossils and
mammals’ teeth.
Very kindly, Mr Johnson has allowed us to keep the large box of rock particles so that
future Year 3 children are able to have the same hands on experience! Thank you so
much!
Our practical work in science enabled us to thoroughly enjoy our topic about rocks. Mrs K Stanley.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ROMAN SOLDIERS
There was great excitement in the classrooms of Year 3 as the children and adults prepared for an epic trip to
Canterbury. The first really exciting part was to board 90 children on buses to reach
their destination. This was executed very smoothly without loss or injury!
On reaching the historic town, Year 3 split into three groups to explore different areas of
learning about the Romans. We visited The Beaney House of Art & Knowledge,
Canterbury Heritage Museum and the Roman Museum. Numerous activities were led by
experienced and knowledgeable teams in each gallery and the children were able to
share and expand their learning from school. The children ground corn, made a Roman
coin, excavated for Roman artefacts, researched Roman Canterbury and probably the
most exciting practical activity was to make a Trebuchet catapult and fire ammunition at
the wall! We all had a great day of fun learning and activities which brought History to
life.

HOATH POETRY WORKSHOP
On Monday 18th March, four Year 6s attended a Poetry Workshop at Hoath Primary School. The workshop was
led by poet and storyteller Rob Parkinson. The children were treated to poetry
readings and poems set to music and were given the chance to compose their
own poems, which they then shared with the others. Bethany thought hearing the
poems read aloud helped explain how to write your own whilst Aoife agreed, “I
enjoyed having the opportunity to write poetry, which I normally find very hard to
do. I also made new friends.”
Over thirty children from local schools across the area wrote poems exploring the
theme of making the impossible possible. Could we swim to the centre of the
Earth? Could we count every star or grain of sand? Could we kiss the sun? Could
we listen to silence?

Coastal Alliance

GOSPEL SINGING DAY
March got off to a great start as 15 of our talented singers whizzed off
to join the professionals! The Coastal Alliance Singing Day this year
focused on Gospel Singing and was led by a group of amazingly
talented Gospel singers from London. The children participated in a
range of vocal workshops and choirs. They absolutely loved the day and all returned with a kick in their step and
a smile on their face as they learned the benefits of singing your heart out as part of a choir.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
On Friday, 17th March, the School Councillors and I went to Herne Bay Junior School to visit other School
Councillors from different schools.
We all walked to the hall where Mrs King, our teacher, told us to be on our best behaviour because we were
representing Joy Lane Primary School. An adult from a different school gave us a sticker saying where we were
to go. We were split up so we met people from other schools but in the same year group. I was lucky because I
knew someone on my table. After we all settled down, including myself, the Head Teacher from Herne Bay
Junior School told us what we were going to do. We only had fifteen minutes in each group.
My group was talking about School Uniform and why it is a good idea. We all wrote down our ideas onto a piece
of paper. I said it is a good idea because it is smart and it is easy to put on in the mornings. We took a vote on
school uniform and the result was interesting. We also wrote the downside to wearing a uniform. The fifteen
minutes flew by then we moved to the next table.
We spoke about homework. The first thing we talked about was why we have homework? People said it was
because we would be ready for lessons on Monday. We also had a vote about homework. We thought that when
we move up a year we should get more homework.
Afterwards, we talked about attendance. Our group said if we were late we would have to make up the time at
lunchtime. Also, if we have a good attendance then we should be rewarded with an educational prize to keep.
The final activity we talked about was classroom rules. They said if we were good, we could have a Dojo or
house point. In addition, if you are naughty you would stay in at lunchtime or break. The teacher asked us what
we get when we are good. I said, “We get Dojos for a reward.”
Sadly, we had to return to school. We did get a goody bag on our way out. The minibus arrived back at Joy Lane
for lunchtime.
It was an interesting Parliament of School Councillors and we had many ideas to think about. Did we agree with
everyone? Not necessarily but it was food for thought. Ella V
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SELFISH GIANT
Years 3 and 4 are rehearsing hard for their annual Easter production, which they will perform before the
week is out! Hearts are racing as they undertake final rehearsals, trying to remember those tricky words
and lines! The message of love and friendship is conveyed in their retelling of the popular traditional tale
‘The Selfish Giant’, written by Oscar Wilde. The heartfelt solos are sure to bring a tear to your eye and
we hope that, by the time you read this, they will have serenaded and entertained you all successfully
as they hand jive their way through the catchy tunes!

YOUNG DIGITAL LEADERS
On 7th February 2017(Safer Internet Day) two year fives were lucky enough to join Mr. Moorfield at Maidstone Kent
Police College. Throughout the day we learnt lots of different tips and tricks for staying safe online. When we arrived
we signed in and did a starter activity where we had to answer questions on e-safety. During the day there were three
different activities: an NSPCC workshop, a CEOP workshop and a general e-safety talk.
Our first activity was the general e-safety talk where we learnt the 4 golden rules of cyberbullying.
1. Tell an adult.
2. Block them.
3. Report them.
4. Save copies of the messages.
To help us remember them we made flic flap/ decision maker. On flic flap there were the situations, the golden rules
and what the golden rules mean.
Our second activity was the NSPCC workshop; this was mainly about being share aware. Being share aware is
knowing what you should and shouldn’t post online. We also talked about what apps we use at the age of 9 and 10.
Next we had lunch and golden time when we got to write on this awesome graffiti wall; we wrote
very positive messages about staying safe online.
Our last activity was the CEOP workshop. This was a very informative about when to click the
CEOP button and when not to. We also learnt what happens when you click the CEOP button.
When you click it you need to fill out a report to show who you are and where you come from.
At the end of the day we all gathered back into the main auditorium and filled out some feedback
sheets. Finally, we got a goody bag which included lots of interesting things for staying safe online.
Overall I think everyone really enjoyed the day!

DAY AT ST. LAWRENCE COLLEGE
Dear Diary,
On Thursday 16th March 2017, we went to St. Lawrence College. We had great fun there but I wished we never left. The
journey was long, it took half an hour! When we got there I smelt food. It smelt of sausages (I think the kitchen were
preparing lunch). First we had to walk up a hill (it wasn’t very steep) as soon as we got to the top we saw the very grand
entrance of the main building. Later we received a timetable that explained what we would be doing in the morning and in
the afternoon. I was really excited to see what was in store for us. Miss Bell went with a group of teachers and we were
placed into another group and we were led to our first activity, it was an engineering challenge.
We had to make a 3D paper rocket. There were instructions on the table which explained what we had to achieve. Brodie
and I worked together to build the paper rocket. It took a while to make but was thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding. The
end result looked fantastic. We had placed a nose cone at the front and four fins at the back to provide stability. To add
some extra flare we drew faces on the tail fins.
After we made the rocket, we went outside. Brodie and I were throwing it up in the air while we were walking up to the field.
We saw a launcher which would launch our rocket high into the air. A few minutes later, all the rockets hurtled through the
air to land on the ground. One of the rockets actually exploded on launch. Luckily our one didn’t, however, it didn’t go quite
as far as we had hoped either. We realised that this was because the rocket did not quite fit the launcher with an air tight
seal.
Then came the section on Physics. We had to make a tower to support a kinder egg using these items only: six
marshmallows; a packet of noodles (hard noodles) and thirty five minutes! We were allowed to cut the marshmallows up
and it was a temptation to eat them but then our tower would not be so high! We wanted to win. We finished with five
minutes to spare. It was really tall and it looked very stable. We placed the kinder egg carefully on the top of our tower. All
of us started a countdown as soon as the timer hit ten seconds which was the target time for the tower to support the
weight of the egg. Fortunately, our one balanced for the prerequisite ten seconds! Phew!
Next came the Chemistry element of the Science Challenge. We were trying to make oxygen! Incredible! First, we had to
chop a potato into small portions. We took a black bottle filled with a liquid which we had to pour into a chemistry bottle. We
added the chopped potato segments and hooked the chemistry bottle up to an upside down measuring cylinder. We were
show how to do this then tried for ourselves. We literally saw the oxygen being produced and bubbling up through the
liquid in the measuring cylinder.
Lunch time! I was REALLY hungry and I saw lots of food. There was a huge range to
choose from but I chose what I wanted to eat: a sausage roll, sweet corn, peas and
tomato slices. We sat down as a group and started to eat! There was a buzz of
excitement as we spoke about all the events. My food was quite hot so I went to the
drinks dispenser to choose a soft drink. The liquid was chilled – just what I needed.
Once the plate was empty, except for a few crumbs, we were led to our next activity.
The quiz was the best part because you had to answer ten questions from three
different subjects – Chemistry, Physics and Biology. They were not as difficult as I had
thought because our teacher likes to teach Science. We were zooming through the
questions; answering all of them like a rocket at full power! Finally the quiz was over.
We had landed!
The last activity before receiving our results was the Chemical Magic Show. It was such an enjoyable show; everyone
enjoyed it. The best part was when the demonstrators used liquid Nitrogen to cool balloons. They shrunk to almost nothing
then grew back to their former size when they were removed. Incredible reversible reaction due to temperature.
Thank you for taking us to the Science and Engineering Challenge at St Lawrence

Maddy

College. We all really enjoyed it.

Max

DOVER CASTLE
In February, Year 5 visited Dover Castle to consolidate their learning on Medieval
Castles.
The Castle was stunning, decorated as it would have been in
the 1300s.
The Mappa Mundi showed their understanding of a flat world.
The view from the roof was literally breath taking.
Everyone had a brilliant day at the picturesque Castle.

JLPS @ THE O2
After months of rehearsing, the school choir finally got their opportunity to be famous, in a
magnificent performance at London’s prestigious venue, The O2. A group of 40 travelled to London
to perform with a world record breaking choir of 7,500 school children! The talented bunch from Joy
Lane performed a variety of tunes from across the ages and cultures, alongside famous dancers
and singers. The experience was utterly amazing!
Listen to our clip on the school website and hear us sing for yourselves.
You can also use the QR Code to access the video.
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RESIDENTIAL TRIP TO GROSVENOR HALL
Year 5 Residential Visit to Grosvenor Hall in Ashford
“From the moment our visitors enter the gates, they are immersed in the high-adrenaline excitement of the
centre.” Kingswood inspiring learning.
Wednesday, 22nd March 2017 marked the start of Year 5’s residential visit. Nervous parents/carers,
apprehensive pupils and their tense adult companions mounted their
coach to start the adventure. An inauspicious start; the rain poured as
Year 5 visited the very beautiful Leeds Castle and grounds.
Despite the inclement weather, everyone appreciated the splendour
of the Castle, the maze and grotto. It was a perfect opportunity to
revise the features of a castle.
After a delicious lunch by the maze café we climbed on board our
coach to drive to Kingswood’s Grosvenor Hall and the adventure
which lay ahead.
We left our cases in a luggage bay and started our activities. Each group had a
different order of events but our group started with Team Challenge. It was great
fun working together. We went in search of our dormitories before our first dinner.
The first exciting day ended with an evening dip in the heated pool, hot chocolate
and time for bed.
Thursday started with a carbohydrate rich breakfast to give us energy all morning.
Off to problem solving; some tasks were physical while others were cerebral!
The next character building activity was fencing. En Garde, lunge and parry but all after
a safety talk.
The indoor climb was thrilling. Children challenged themselves. Those photographs were put on the Dojo Story
which kept parents in touch with their children, if not physically, they could see every step of the way.
Lunch was a baguette with tuna and mayonnaise – utterly delicious and just what was needed to get us back to
the great outdoors. Time for ‘Jacob’s Ladder’ which we had heard so much about; it was a legend in its own
right. The wind was growing stronger which made this test of nerves even more demanding and satisfying.

Dinner was much appreciated before Movie Night. The gentlemen chose ‘Wreck it Ralph’ where the
similarity between Ralph and Mr Moorfield did not go unnoticed. This included the mannerisms of the
gentle giant.
We had reached the half way mark of our adventure and Grosvenor Hall felt like a home away from home. We
were starting to know our way around the site and learning a few ‘short cuts’ between the events. Each activity
started by meeting at Hendon Square where we would meet our instructors. Some new faces and some old
favourites as we got to know them all. Voices were hoarse after the obligatory show of machismo; outshouting
all rivals. Orienteering was fun as the students decided which way to go!
Indoor laser was hilarious as the blue and red teams tried to hit sensors on their
opponents’ hats. The room was dark and anything white shone in the ultra violet light.
The afternoon started with a ‘leap of faith’ – literally! This is where the harnesses and guide
ropes were appreciated. Regardless of the wind and height, several of our group managed
to climb to the top of this tower and leap before grabbing the trapeze in front of them. At this point I swapped to
videoing the act which defied belief.
The leap of faith took courage but the aerial runway required bravery and a sense of
humour. Three at a time, children leapt off the platform and whizzed down the zip-wire
to run along the gravel path to the sound of laughter. The aim was to run on landing but
most opted for the drag along the runway with screams of unadulterated joy!
The 3-G swing had been mentioned in whispered tones; it was the challenge of all challenges! Where you fell to
Earth with three times the force of gravity.
After dinner it was time to boogie the night away in the disco hall. Our wonderful instructors, Katie and Ed, led
the way in dance moves and kept everyone motivated despite the fact it was 9 o’clock in the evening of our last
night and exhaustion was setting in. However, they succeeded in keeping everyone happy and active.
When Saturday morning arrived there were bitter sweet emotions; children were keen to see
their families but there were still two more exciting events to go. The crate stack required
balance and team work. The safety word was unicorn and when the crates started falling
everyone knew that ‘unicorn’ meant it was time to move away from the crates as quickly as
possible.
The ultimate activity had arrived but what a way to end our visit at
Grosvenor Hall; it was abseiling from the top of the wooden wall
tower. Again, this was not for the faint hearted.
Beef burger and chips, salad, yoghurt and a drink of milk was our final meal before
visiting the shop (called the Hub) and boarding our coach for the short journey
home. Exhausted children found their families, cases and final reserves of energy
for the homeward journey. Miss Curtis had opened school so the handover was
seamless. I hope you have enjoyed this taste of our exploits in mid Kent.

Year 5 have been studying the legend of Robin Hood at school, so how apt that the next challenge should be
archery where our ‘Merry Band’ took aim, drew their bows and fired at the target with pleasing success.
Muscles shook in our arms as we lined the arrow up with the bullseye. They were truly ‘quivering’.
The ‘Aeroball’ trampoline was the next task; bouncing, scoring goals while working as a team in this game of
strategy as well as stamina and balance.

On behalf of Miss Gray, Miss Beville, Mr Moorfield and Mr Cooke, I should like to say thank you to Year 5; we
are so proud of the children’s behaviour, courage and stamina. It was a pleasure to visit Grosvenor Hall with
such a rewarding group of children; we were stunned by how many activities they tried.
Miss P Bell
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