SAYING GOODBYE!
Mr Moorfield,
We will miss you when you’re gone.
You were always here for us to count on.
You are funny, have a great sense of humour
And a supporting mind.
Every problem – you can unwind.
You’re a fan of rugby
And the Class Clown.
Because of this,
You deserve a crown.
We will all support you through your expedition.
We all hope you have fun on your new mission.
Goodbye and good luck from Joy Lane Primary School.

IT’S ELECTRIFYING IN YEAR 4!
On Tuesday, 20th March, Year 4 had the pleasure of Mr Rawlings’ company to teach them all about circuits,
especially series circuits. Some children even had the opportunity to create a parallel circuit.
Mr Rawlings discussed what a circuit and a switch are and we looked at the dictionary definitions. We then looked at
how switches are used in the home and, more specifically, in the London Underground System (where Mr Rawlings
works).
We learnt about electrical symbols and how they are used to create circuit diagrams which every Engineer and
Electrician can understand wherever they are in the world.
Having learnt the scientific knowledge we needed for our practical work, we set about gathering our equipment,
including paper clips and split pins, to create our switches. The children thoroughly enjoyed their work and the staff
were hugely appreciative as were the children for Mr Rawlings’ time and enthusiasm.
A great STEM day was had by all! Thanks Mr Rawlings.

LETTERS
Dear Mr Rawlings
I am writing this letter to say thank you for giving up your time to come in and teach us about amazing circuits and
how they work.
The best bit about today was making the circuit using two bulbs.
I liked the symbols because you can communicate with each other without using words.
I learned that you can make a circuit using two bulbs, however, when you turn one bulb off the other one stays
illuminated.
I was ‘shocked’ by the fact that you can use different symbols to represent different words in English and ANYONE
can understand what you are saying.
I would like to learn how you can make electricity as a natural product.
I would also like to write a plan using the symbols – I think you called it a circuit diagram.
I really liked making the series and parallel circuits. I found it fun and interesting to take the idea further.
Just to say again, thank you so very much for coming in and teaching us so much about electricity.
Yours sincerely
MMR
Year 4
Dear Mr Rawlings
Thank you for coming in to Joy Lane Primary School on Tuesday, 20 th March 2018 and teaching us about circuits
and electrical symbols.
I think the best bit was the parallel circuit because it was a challenge and I like challenges.
I learned how to make a parallel circuit using electrical symbols – how do people remember all those symbols? It is
fun to think they are a universal language.
I should like to reiterate, thank you for teaching us about circuits and I do hope you come again.
Yours sincerely
TS
Year 4
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times
Welcome to the Easter Edition of Term Times 2018
You will have the opportunity to read about the wide variety of curriculum
opportunities and events that our Joy Lane children are able to participate in. The
children welcomed visitors from Japan and experienced eating a Japanese style
lunch, took part in challenges in other School settings, experienced reading
around a campfire with family and friends plus had the unusual experience of
playing in deep snow, in England! Not to mention the amazing musical
extravaganzas produced by Mrs Rawlings and the fun the children had when
they ‘pied’ Mr Ashley-Jones and me! A fun learning experience was had by all.
After receiving feedback from our parent community regarding our Social
Media proposal, we have decided to postpone our plan to launch a School Facebook
page and Twitter account. The main reason being that you all value and prefer
our very own Class Dojo system – you like the fact it is a safe, closed group
which can only be accessed by you and not shared on the wider social media
sites. In addition, the School will have to abide by the new General Data
Protection Regulations that come into force in May 2018 – I will communicate
with you how the School will share information on our return after the
Easter break.
Finally, the Staff, Governors and l would like to wish you all a very peaceful
Easter break and look forward to welcoming you back to School for the busy
summer term.

私たちの日本人訪問者
Our Japanese Visitors
Our Japanese Visitors were kind enough to reflect on their Visit to Joy Lane Primary School
On Monday, 26th of February, a group of 9 Japanese teacher trainers visited Joy Lane. These students are 19 years
old and will become Teachers of Japanese Language in Japan
in due course.
They are studying at Chaucer College, Canterbury, on a short, 4
week Intensive Course. They are learning about the Education
System in the UK and how it differs from that in Japan – the Joy
Lane visit is part of this and the students are later expected to
make an in house presentation on their findings.
We were met by Mrs Moorfield and Miss Bell at reception and
Mrs Moorfield took us for a tour of the school. Following the
tour, we attended assembly where Joy Lane pupils were
receiving commendations for work and effort.
The Japanese students were then divided into smaller groups
and they each observed two classes – one English and one
Maths – although one group was also able to spend a short time
in the Reception Class.
After lunch – which was a Japanese themed lunch in honour of
our visit – our students taught some origami, calligraphy and Japanese language to two classes; a Year One Class
and a Year Three Class.
Impressions and reactions.
The students were very impressed by the school – they remarked particularly on how colourful everywhere was. (Wall
displays in Japan often consist mostly of students’ work and lists of scores). They were surprised by the Class Names
being of artists and by the imaginative use of wall space for both displays and for information.
The Joy Lane Pupils were extremely well mannered and had no problems with strangers being amongst them. (The
same goes for the teaching staff). Our students enjoyed the lessons they observed and found them very informative.
They were also interested to observe the roles of Teaching Assistants as Classes in Japan are usually taught by just
one teacher.
The afternoon workshops went very well – our students really enjoyed showing some of their culture to the pupils and
were again impressed by how polite, well-mannered and interested they seemed.
Our thanks to Miss Bell and Mrs Moorfield for organising the day and to Mrs Lloyd and the Kitchen Staff for making
such a great effort with the lunch. Also, to all the staff for making us feel so welcome in all the classes.
Richard Sinfield

ABLE WRITERS’ DAY
On Thursday, 15th March 2018, I was lucky enough to take part in an Able Writers’ Day at
Hoath Primary School. The creative writing day was hosted by Sam Gayton. He is a young
author and playwright whose novel, Hercufleas, was nominated for the 2016 Carnegie Medal.
After a fun ride in the minibus, we arrived at Hoath Primary School. I was a little nervous but
more excited. When we got into the classroom, Sam Gayton introduced himself and told us a
little bit about himself and what inspires him to write. After this, he explained what we were
going to do throughout the day.
In our first lesson, we were told to write a mysterious story. Sam Gayton gave us the outline
and frame of our story, including the key words stranger, town of and carrying. I decided that
mine would be about mermaids.
After break, we wrote emotion poems. By giving us the starting line of under my shirt is my skin and
under my skin is my heart … and asking us a series of questions like who is your family hero? What do
you like doing with them? Where is your favourite place? What is a dream of yours? we were able to
write a very personal poem based around our answers.
After lunch and in our final session, we were writing NANO fiction stories; these were short stories
created using only six words.
I had a brilliant time at the Able Writers’ Day and I have learnt so much about the creative writing
process. I am really grateful for the opportunity and would like to thank all those involved in making this
special day possible.
By PN Year 4

ADOPT AN OBJECT
On Monday, 8th January, the whole school congregated in the hall to listen to Tracy Fallcon, a visitor
from Canterbury Museums and Galleries. She talked about their ‘Adopt an Object Scheme’ which sees
local schools take ownership of an artefact in the Beaney Museum.
After introducing the work and history of the Museum to the children, Tracy entertained them with a quiz.
Pictures of artefacts were shown and the children had to guess what they had been used for. Much excitement
ensued when the majority were right each time. Our budding historians could identify an Iron-Age helmet, a piece of
bullet-ridden aircraft wing and the Canterbury Cross.
Next came the big reveal…What would Joy Lane’s chosen object be? Drum roll please…Gasps and looks of wonder
greeted the discovery that we will be responsible for researching and promoting a…Narwhal tusk!
Murmurs of unicorns (always a favourite) rippled around the hall as a photograph of the beautiful,
twisted horn of this wonderful, warm-blooded whale filled the screen.
Once assigned the object, the children of Joy Lane set about making their mark on the world of
museum curating…

ARTS AROUND THE WORLD WEEK
In Early Years, Arts Around the World Week took us to China. Each class created a giant, collaborative dragon using
a variety of junk media and colourful paint, paper and fabric. We researched typical colours and styles for our
multi-media beast; studying the expressions of the dragons and trying to make ours as authentic as possible. We
learned about different dances and the reasons for these dances before performing our own version - which we
filmed. The filmed dance and colourful dragons formed part of the exhibition, too.
Each Year Group took a different location to showcase art, dance and music in a fabulous sojourn of exploration.

LIGHTING UP THE HALL
Light Up The Hall billed itself as ‘the more formal, refined and arty cousin of Lounge On The Field’, which everyone
knows is our own mini Glastonbury. Light Up The Hall Does Jazz Club was meant to be different, unique, and it’s a
show that now holds a very special place in the hearts of many staff, pupils and parents. For many children it was their
first experience of performing on the Joy Lane stage, but this was an event for everyone; singers, dancers,
experienced musicians and beginners. We all take away different memories of the three nights, and these are
memories that will never be forgotten, I believe, so I thought it would be nice to review our show in the words of those
who experienced what it was like to be a part of.
“Which finger shall I use tonight? I’ve got blisters on both of these!” Double Bass wizard about to come on stage Year 6.
“I was sssooo nervous, but it was the coolest thing I have ever done! When are we doing it again?!” Over Excited of
Year 4.
“I wanted to be pied! It was so funny when Mr Ashley-Jones and Ms Hines got pied. I wish it was me who got to do it!”
Envious of Year 3.
“I didn’t think Mrs Cater could sing that well, but she was actually really good and I loved it when she sang in the dark
then all the lights went mad!” Pleasantly Surprised of Year 4.
“I’ll never forget it. Could you come with me to secondary school?” Sad Face of Year 6.
“That was well good! I loved the snow machine and all the lights in the dark. Can I be in the next one? When is it?
Can I pie Mr Ashley-Jones?” Keen of Year 4.
“I liked dressing up and being on stage, even though I was really nervous and thought I would forget all the chords,
but I didn’t.” Proud Guitarist of Year 3.
“Did you see Toby’s fingers on the piano? They move like magic!” Fan of Year 5
“I can honestly say that Light Up The Hall is my favourite show that I’ve ever been involved in. I am proud beyond
words of what we achieved. I will always remember the look in everyone’s eyes when they were on stage. Thank you
to everyone who came on the ride with us.” Mrs Rawlings.
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KENT FIRE SERVICE GIVES GOOD SAFETY ADVICE
Fireman Max visited Joy Lane Primary School on Wednesday, 21st March. He began with the younger Year Groups
and ended on a talk to the Oysters children.
We learnt how to keep safe around the house; what firemen and women wear when they are called on a shout and
which number to call if there is an emergency – 999
Max's vision
To make the Communities of Kent and Medway the safest in the country.
Max's mission
To save lives and reduce risks.
There were videos, memorable rhymes and stories to help us realise the importance of keeping ourselves and others
safe around fires.
We really hope Max visits us all again next year because his talk was balanced perfectly to get the message across.
Fire can harm but if you know what to do, you can help minimise the risk.
Get those Escape Plans prepared for your home before you need one!

MUMS TO BE!
Mrs Hollingsworth:
Everyone at Joy Lane Primary School would like to wish a fond
farewell to Mrs Hollingsworth who is embarking on her journey to
become a mummy.
She will leave a class of 30 to be at home with one - although
we're not sure which is most challenging!
All the best for your maternity leave,
Mrs Clemo:
Joy Lane Primary School’s thoughts will be with you for a happy
and healthy baby.
Take your time to rest and enjoy your little one.
Good luck on your maternity leave. Can’t wait to meet your “new
boss”!

EARLY YEARS JUST ENJOY SHARING!
Every once in a while, we like to invite our Grown Ups in to school to see our wonderful work; visit our exciting
classrooms and join in with our learning.
We do so much exciting learning; we work so hard at school that we just want to Show Off once in a while!
So far, our Grown Ups have made hanging decorations with us and more recently, positioned tree frogs in a jungle!
Look out for the next session; it’ll be sunny by then so you might even get to play on the climbing frame with us!

THANET SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE
Joy Lane visited St Lawrence College for the Thanet Science and Technology Challenge as part of the
National Science Week.
In March 2018, four budding Chemists from Joy Lane Primary School’s Year 5 took a trip to St Lawrence College, in
Ramsgate, for an exciting Science and Engineering Day. What a fabulous way to celebrate National Science Week.
At first, we were slightly overwhelmed by the Hogwarts looking school and the
number of other schools there. However, we soon settled in because everyone
was so welcoming.
During the day, we tried different subjects surrounding Science such as Physics,
Engineering and Biology. We took part in several S.T.E.M. challenges.
One of these brain teasing challenges involved extracting oxygen from a potato!
Fascinating and totally unexpected!
We learned how to build a rocket out of paper and card. The rocket competition
involved launching our creations into the air and measuring which one went the
furthest. We came fourth.
We were lucky enough to be the audience in Mr Pegden’s Chemical Magic Show.
Hilariously, we saw elephants’ toothpaste explode as high as the ceiling!
Some experiments were more dangerous than others and we were advised not to try them at home. Thank
goodness, Mr Pegden had carried out a risk assessment and wore goggles!
Thank you to Mrs Stanley for organising such a fun, exciting and educational visit.

ICY TOPICS!

Love from your colleagues at Joy Lane Primary School.

BACH TO THE FUTURE
Kent Music School brought its ‘Bach to the Future’ Roadshow to Joy
Lane Primary School at the start of Term 4. They brought a variety of
fascinating sounding musical instruments for us to hear. They performed a
range of pieces that had us bopping; taking us on a musical journey through
the ages. We were serenaded from the strings of Bach through to the film
music that we all recognise today.
We discovered the power of classical, orchestral music and how this adds a
magical dimension to the films and programmes we watch. It was particularly
fascinating when they made music from hose pipes and buckets! We even
learned something about the science behind musical vibrations and how we
can change the pitch from high to low depending on the length of the
instrument. I wonder how many more Joy Lane musicians were inspired by this exciting event…

The wonderful Ian from KIC Theatre returned in January to kick start every Year Group’s
winter topic.
Through the power of story and drama, he led The Early Years’ children through an icy
journey, helping us to paint pictures in our minds and to use our imaginations to act out and
pretend that we were actually in a snowy wonderland.
Our icy topic continued into an epic scientific project for all the Coastal Alliance Community of
Schools - Trapped.
The dinosaurs had become trapped in the ice; how were we to rescue them? Luckily, we are
amazing problem solvers in Reception, so we came up with many ideas which we wrote down
using our fantastic, emergent writing skills. Armed with hammers, ice picks and warm hands,
the intrepid explorers succeeded in releasing the creatures - mission accomplished!
TRAPPED!
Many Schools took part in this Science and English Moderation by rescuing Lego Men from
the ice.
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EASTER MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZAS

HIGH 5 NETBALL SUCCESS

In Year 3, we have many, many up and coming musicians and our Easter Production gave us the opportunity to
showcase some of their talents. For others, writing is their special talent and this term we all developed
our creative writing skills.
Inspired by The Iron Man by Ted Hughes, the children have spent this term producing creative pieces of
poetry, stories and descriptive writing; artwork and music based around the themes of the book. This
story title also inspired the formation of our own Year 3 Heavy Rock Band who have given many
rehearsals to perfecting the Rock Classic, ‘Iron Man’.
All Year 3 had great fun learning how to 'air guitar' and head-bang to rock along with the band.
Percussion from ‘Around the World’ is our music topic this year and the children have enjoyed many
sessions of djembe drumming and also junk Samba outside. What could be more fun than making an
enormous noise? So we decided to share the junk Samba with our audience in the show. The children
learned how Samba musicians can extend their performances using whistled instructions and were able to take turns
at leading each other.
Some amazing poetry was performed by the children as they described how to create an Iron Man, his thoughts and
feelings, whilst a life-sized Iron Man was actually built piece by piece in front of our audience!
Both Year 3 and Year 4 would like to thank Mrs Lynn Rawlings for her musical acumen and creative verve in facilitating
these productions. She is an inspiration to all our budding musicians.

This year, Joy Lane has been represented by a new Netball Squad. With the exception of two stalwart members who
played at match level last year, the team had had no previous experience of High 5 Netball or competing at the
beginning of the season. Therefore, the Netball Club began with training the basic skills and rules of the game.
Due to the dictates of High 5 Netball, players need to be adaptable to play in any position as there are specific
rotations throughout a match. Undaunted, the children have worked hard and a worthy and cohesive team is
emerging.
To date, the Squad, comprising of girls and boys, has played 5 League Matches which resulted in 3 wins and 2
defeats. Win or lose, the children have shown tremendous team spirit and sportsmanship, as observed by several
opponents.
Four more League Games remain to be played in Term 5, as well as a 1-Day Tournament, which the children are
really looking forward to.
Go Joy Lane!

Year 4
Hepworth, Heron and Hockney Classes have been busy since Christmas learning how to play our brand new ukuleles
and I think they have impressed themselves and their teachers with their achievements.
Three pieces have been chosen to take our audience on a trip around the world through song:
Hakuna Matata (from The Lion King); How Far I'll Go (from Moana) and Yellow Bird
(a Caribbean traditional song) have also inspired our creative artwork this term.
Our show was the Premiere Performance of the Year 4 Band, consisting of drums and
guitars, which accompanied all the children in their finale song, 'You're Welcome' (from
Moana).
Children have choreographed a dance; learned how to sign using Makaton; written poetry and created art as well as
demonstrated some rather exotic headwear while travelling ‘Around the World’.
I am sure all the parents and carers enjoyed sharing our learning with us, as we enjoyed sharing it with them.

READ AROUND THE CAMPFIRE!

OYSTERS SRP
People who help us within our Community:
As part of our Life Skills Curriculum in Oysters, we have been learning about people within our Community who can
help us.
Over the course of this Term, the children have been finding out about the roles of lots of people in our local
community and how they can help and support us. These include a librarian, a lifeguard, a
dentist, a paramedic, a policeman and a fireman. The children discussed the roles of people in
each of these professions and where you can find them.
Oysters was lucky enough to have been visited by some of these ‘real-life heroes’ playing hosts
to a paramedic, a policeman and a fireman.
As well as helping us to see these heroic figures as more accessible and less intimidating;
meeting them face to face also gave us the opportunity to ask lots of questions and dress up in
their uniforms!
Trip to the Marlowe Theatre
In January 2018, the Rotary Club generously paid for Oysters to go on their Annual Trip to the Marlowe Theatre in
Canterbury to watch Peter Pan!
What a spectacle! Quite possibly the best pantomime we have seen yet. Peter Pan was full of
wonderful actors especially the Lost Boys. These children with special talents knew they were
different but lived their lives to the full. The Lost Boys lived complete lives with adventure whilst
overcoming challenges to come out on top! The flying and lots and lots of glitter were just
bonuses!
With familiar songs; a smorgasbord of silly slapstick moments and puns galore, a wonderful time
was had by all. It was great to have had an adventure ourselves, out and about in our Local
Community.
As ever, we were able to write a sincere thank you card to the Rotary Club for providing this wonderful experience for
Oysters children (and adults!) and we would like to express our thanks here, too.

WHITSTABLE MUSEUM
On Wednesday 14th March, Joy Lane held their first
community reading event: Read Around the Campfire. The
evening was a ‘roaring’ success, with children and parents
from across the school enjoying time to read and relax
together. The hall was set up to recreate the great outdoors
with tents, twinkling lights and a fire in the centre – and
camping wouldn’t be complete without songs around the fire
with Mr O’Keeffe and hot chocolate. Children enjoyed listening to stories read by the teachers – even if Mrs Manson’s
tale of the hairy toe was a little creepy! The support for this event was overwhelming and we are looking forward to
welcoming you back to read with us next term.

On a bright February morning, Year 6 walked down to the local museum in
Whitstable for a specialised workshop on the 1953 floods. A team of volunteers, led
by Peter Banbury of Whitstable Museum, educated the children on the causes,
effects and aftermath of the treacherous floods that wreaked havoc on our town over
60 years ago. Learning about the geographical layout of Great Britain and the
science behind spring tides and offshore winds, the children began to understand the
series of factors that combined to cause such a high level of water to enter the town’s
streets.
Studying photographs and watching videos from the time, the children discussed the
difference between primary and secondary sources, considering what they could
teach us about the past and whether they were trustworthy evidence. All in all, the
visit was a great success, consolidating the work that the children had done in class about the history of Whitstable.
Before walking to the museum, Year 6 had learnt all about how two Whitstable brothers had invented the diving
helmet, thereby changing the world of underwater salvage and treasure hunting. In addition, the development of the
first ever scheduled passenger railway in the world (The Crab and Winkle Railway) was studied. Working in groups,
the children wrote Dragon’s-Den-style pitches and attempted to persuade the “Dragons” to invest in these local
innovations, which went on to have a major impact on the world as a whole.

