
 

 

Reception Nativity 

Specia l  Edi t ion  

Welcome to our festive edition of our Term Times. 
 

This edition focuses on a few of the additional curricular activities which go alongside our 
formal learning opportunities over the last two terms. 
Many of your children will have experienced the excitement of the Christmas Shop and   
visiting Santa in his Grotto, all courtesy of the hard work and dedication from our 
Friends of Joy lane!  In addition to this, the Christmas Fair was a great success and all the 
fun has raised a substantial amount for our children. 
As you are aware, our children enjoy the variety of sporting activities at Joy Lane, a special 
event reported on page 7, shows that we could be ‘on the road to Wembley!’  The team        
certainly deserve to be. 
It has been a real joy to see our children remember and celebrate this special time of year 
through Christmas nativities and Christingle service; it has also been lovely to hear all 
your kind compliments of enjoyment in sharing these festivities. 
In the New Year, we look forward to the return of Miss Millum, Assistant Headteacher, after 
her maternity leave and l am sure you will extend a warm welcome to her. 
Finally, l would like to thank Miss Bell and Ms Curtis for producing this Festive Term 
Times for your enjoyment. This year we have included the Oyster Catcher Newspaper as a 
supplement created by pupils from Joy Lane Primary School and our creative                     
Dr C Manson. 
On behalf of all the Children, Governors and Staff we wish you all peace during the   
Christmas Festivities and look forward to seeing you all on January 4th 2016. 
As ever, thank you for your continued support of our Joy Lane Community. 
With my very best regards, 
 

Debra Hines 

 December 2015 
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I Spy Christmas 
It is a cold Christmas night; the stars are twinkling up in the sky. The stars decide to play a 

game of I Spy to pass the time. What special characters will they spot on this magical 

Christmas night? 

Fantastic costumes, confident actors with clear voices - Well done to all. 

Year 2 Nativity 

The Magical Christmas Jigsaw 
At a bustling Christmas market full of the joyful sounds of carol singers and cheeky market 

sellers, six excited children come across some very special stallholders who give them a 

tatty old Christmas jigsaw in return for the promise that they will find time to complete it on 

Christmas Eve. As the children gradually piece the jigsaw together with the help of very 

special visitors, the Christmas story comes to life with all the traditional nativity  characters. 

Year 2 worked so hard and we hope you enjoyed the fantastic singing and acting as much 

as we did. The Year 2 Team is very proud of everyone who took part. 

Year 1 Nativity 

Christingle Service 

 

This year, Key Stage 2 joined with the church community in Seasalter for the annual 

service. They practised hard, learning a variety of uplifting and reflective songs for 

the event. One of the songs even presented the extra challenge of being in German! 

Our Year 6 choristers did us proud with their pronunciation of the language, and 

their angelic voices! What a beautiful start to our Christmas week at Joy Lane. 

Whitstable Lantern Parade 

Once again, we were invited to participate in the annual town lantern parade. This year, the organisers  

kindly provided lantern making kits for all children up to Year 4, so Christmas began 

extra early in school as we all got busy creating! The evening of the event was rather 

windy, but the rain held off and we were kept toasty warm by the huge crowds of  

people who turned out for the procession. There was a little last minute drama as we 

congregated around the lifeboat, only to have to move on earlier than planned       

because it was called out on a real rescue! We meandered through the pretty streets 

holding our lanterns, and congregated outside the church waiting for the grand light 

switch on! After some hearty carol singing, we counted down and - WOW - on they 

came! Snow billowed around us as we gazed in awe at the beautiful, festive display! How lucky we were to 

be able to join in! 

Year 1 has been very busy learning a variety of different songs linked to the Nativity Story ranging from the 

traditional ‘Away in a Manger’ to the modern ‘Birthday Time Again’. Children were dressed as kings,       

shepherds, angels or Mary for the performances on Tuesday 8th December and Wednesday 9th December 

2015. Thank you to all the parents and carers who created some fantastic costumes. We have thoroughly 

enjoyed learning all the songs which has really got us in the ‘Christmas Spirit’.  

Let us hope Father Christmas visits us all! 
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On Wednesday, 14
th
 October 2015, Joy Lane was delighted to welcome M&M Productions back to Joy 

Lane for their version of the children’s classic Charlotte’s Web by E B White. 

As usual, the audience were amazed at the energy and enthusiasm of the 

four actors; Fi, Alex, Emily and Tom, who played 12 characters in total with 

rapid costume and scenery changes. They even gave Year 6 a question and 

answer session on how they could swap roles by changing their voices, their 

posture, their expressions and their costumes. 

They were in their penultimate week of Charlotte’s Web before returning to 

their base in Ayr, Scotland, to learn a pantomime for the winter season. They 

had two weeks to learn their new parts, songs, dance routines, when to 

change clothes, when to move the scenery and lighting and sound for each show before presenting two 

shows a day in schools, theatres and even a naval station. 

Fi demonstrated how to show emotions in her face but this was made more difficult because the actors 

wore masks, false noses and heavy costumes so very little of their own faces were on show to portray 

these   feelings. 

We wish M&M Theatrical Productions all the best and look forward to seeing them next year for their       

production of The Railway Children. 

On Friday 2nd October, Year 5 travelled by bus and school minibus to the 

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury. The theatre was packed with schools from 

the area and there was indeed a buzz of excitement in the air. We were 

there to experience Terry Deary’s horrible humour and fascinating facts 

about the Ancient Greeks. We were not disappointed! 

The actors provided a condensed version of facts in two 

hours. We experienced a version of the Athenian     

Simpsons, Ancient Greek Hungry Games, the Greek 

God X factor and the first naked Olympic games! From savage Sparta to angry Athens, we 

discovered the truth about growing up in Greece. For added effect we were issued with 3D 

glasses to watch the Trojans pummel the Persians and Theseus slay the dreaded Minotaur. 

It was a brilliant and very informative stage show disguised as a history lesson! 

Horrible Histories The Groovy Greeks 

Spots Raise Lots 

‘Children in Need’ was a great success - as always! 
Year 4 had a wide range of superheroes and spotty outfits. During 

break time, Hirst and Holbein Classes held a cake sale and raised 

just under £50! Added to the £1 donations for fancy dress that 

made a ‘super’ contribution to our whole school total. 

There was a great selection of cakes and biscuits that the Year 4 

children, and their parents, had spent time making. All were       

delicious and sold out very quickly! 

We also had two great ‘Joy Lane Bake Off’ contestants in Year 4 

who created some incredible cakes for the judges to try. Maddy and Oliver from Holbein took part with 

their amazing chocolate creations. 

Oliver actually earned 2nd place with his ‘Smartie surprise’ cake, filled with hidden bundles of Smarties   

cascading out as the judges cut into it. 

A great effort all round. 

Well done for your super fund raising Year 4! 

Mrs L Moorfield 

November 13th saw Joy Lane once again celebrating Children in Need with a day of fun and fundraising. 

Children of all ages dressed up as their heroes, and the corridors were filled with gaggles of Iron Men, 

Elsas and GI Joes. I wonder, what is the collective noun for a group of 

super heroes?   Perhaps you could suggest one? Teachers joined in 

the fun, with the Year 5 team baring their legs to the cold as Greek 

gods and goddesses in keeping with their Literacy theme. 

At break time, children could buy a treat from the hundreds of  

delicious, multi-coloured, sprinkle-covered cakes donated by eager 

bakers throughout the school, with all profits going to help children 

around the world. 

The day was finished off with a special assembly including Joy Lane's 

very own Bake Off  competition. Children had been purchasing raffle tickets all week to win the chance of 

competing. The lucky finalists produced some fantastic cakes at home, which the expert judges sampled 

whilst contestants looked on with bated breath. Ms Hines, Mr Ashley-Jones, Mrs Platt and school chef, 

Mrs Lloyd, deliberated at length, often needing a second or third taste to be sure they had experienced 

the flavours fully! After a nail-biting wait Jack, from Potter Class, was finally declared the victor. 

As the tense ‘Bake Off’ came to a close, the children were treated to an energetic display by Herne Bay 

High School pupils, who performed an enthusiastic, acrobatic dance to entertain and raise money. As  

always it was great fun to watch and had the children eagerly toe tapping along. 

Well done to everyone who donated on the day - we raised a fantastic £633.38 for the worthy charity! 

Dr C Manson 

Charlotte’s Web 

Rumpled Beauty 
On 11th December, Years 4 and 5 were lucky enough to be invited to watch 

Year 8’s pantomime at the  Community College, Whitstable. This year’s      

offering was Rumpled Beauty, a tale of woe, servitude and conquering       

adversity! The lead character Beauty was banished to live with her seven evil 

cousins, whilst the King was devastated at the loss of his beloved remote  

control, leaving him unable to watch his favourite Christmas variety show. However, all was not lost! The Prime 

Minister summoned the help of the nation, and a hunt for a suitable remote control was launched. Step forward 

the Genie of the Milk Bottle to grant poor Beauty one wish.  Her wish to have a remote control for the King led 

to her finding love, happiness and an end to her life of slavery. 

During the performance we were treated to singing solos, energetic dance routines and fabulous live music. 

Mixing Christmas classics with modern pop, the music had the children swaying in their seats and toe-tapping 

along. At the end, the audience showed their appreciation with a resounding round of applause. Ronnie       

declared it to be “Awesome”, whilst Tommy-Joe thought it was “Funny” and Luca agreed it was “Really good!” 

Gus liked the Genie coming out of the milk bottle instead of a lamp. A big thank you to CCW for getting us in 

the Christmas spirit. 
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The staff of Joy Lane would like to extend a huge thank you to the Friends of Joy Lane.  Their commitment and 

hardwork is exhausting just to watch!! 

The children always enjoy the discos; it is an education for the staff to watch the 

youngsters ‘cutting shapes’ on the dance floor, wishing we all still had the energy! 

The highlight for the ladies is, without doubt, the Autumn Pamper Evening. There 

are so many treatments on offer at massively discounted prices, it seems such a 

shame for the men that this is strictly ‘Ladies Only’!  We just wait and wait and wait 

….for the compliments to come flooding in the following morning!  We would        

certainly not feel this pampered and relaxed without such fantastic organisation. 

Christmas Shop Day: This year our Abbey Road Music Chalet became the        

beautifully decorated Joy Lane ‘Christmas Shop’. This is a very exciting time for the children 

and equally exciting and sometimes surprising for the recipient of the gifts!  The Friends of 

Joy Lane begin the preparations for this 5 day event early in the year and continue to work 

right up until the very last minute. 

You would think the ‘Friends’ could now enjoy a well earned break.   

NOT SO! 

With Father Christmas (and elves) ready in his magical grotto, it was time for the Christmas 

Fair!  With so much to see and do it is always a very enjoyable festive event.   

The above is just a snapshot of how hard Dee Brennan and the ‘Friends’ work.   

On behalf of the staff, children and wider community, we would like to wish all the members a 

Restful & Happy Christmas break. 

Thank You! 

Staff of Joy Lane Primary School 
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Curriculum Enrichment Day 

Tree Planting 
During the afternoons of Monday 23rd and Monday 30th November, all    

pupils were given the opportunity to plant their own ‘Joy Lane tree’. The 

trees (over 400) were donated to the school from The Wildlife Trust. Mrs 

Morgan, our Volunteer Gardener, and Mrs King worked with each class to 

plant their own tree.   

The sessions were thoroughly enjoyed by all who took 

part. Some pupils designed and made their own     

labels for their tree too. Others enjoyed looking for worms whilst planting!  

These trees will grow to form the hedge of a woodland track; a place for children to play 

during playtimes; for wildlife to nest and feed within the branches and pick the berries to 

augment their diet.  

Mrs Morgan will work with the Eco-Committee Gardening Club to secure the vulnerable, 

young trees to canes and further develop the area.  

We look forward to seeing how the zone matures during the spring months. 

Recycling Wind Power 
On Friday 20th November we were lucky enough to have a visit from Mr Rawlings. He is an engineer for the London 

Underground and took a day off work to come in and teach us about wind turbines. 

Our Geography/Science topic this term is all about energy and we are consider-

ing renewable sources of energy. 

Mr Rawlings told us all about his job and his inspirations before going on to 

show us how wind turbines work. 

He gave us a quick engineering challenge to create 4 equilateral triangles using 

just 6 straws (try it yourself at home!) We found this really tricky and had to 

think outside the box to get the answer. 

We then moved on to create our own working turbines using card, paper, jam 

jar lids, cotton reels, doweling, magnets and wires.  By the end of the afternoon 

we all had working  turbines that actually created electricity!! Amazing! 

 

Choristers Required  
Choir meets after school on a Monday from 3:20 until 4:30. We welcome singers from across Years 1 to 6.  

Following the success of "Jonah Man Jazz" last year, we are working towards a performance of "Swingin' Samson" 

in the coming Spring Terms. This will be performed in the End of Term    

Music Spectacular, 'Lighting Up The Hall' in March. If any new singers 

would like to join our club for a term or more they would be most welcome. It 

is a great place to enjoy music with friends as we learn new songs and play  

musical games together. It really will be an exciting term to be singing and 

performing with us as Mrs Godsell and Mrs Rawlings have some fantastic 

new musical ideas, but we do ask that you commit for a whole show.  

Looking ahead, we are planning to devote our final 2 terms of the year to 'Songs From The Musicals'. Do you enjoy 

Bugsy Malone, Joseph, Cats or Mary Poppins? So do we. Ask the School Office for a letter and we'll see you there.  

Oysters Specialist Resourced Provision 
 

Clubs… 
Some of our pupils have attended Multi-sports and Lego clubs this term.  

Oysters pupils; Teddy, Zach and Billy have been attending Football Club Practice weekly. They have        

enjoyed the opportunity to integrate with peers.  

Teddy I, from Oysters SRP, represented Joy Lane Primary School Football Team in the Kent Kids’ Cup this 

term. We are pleased to announce that JLPS won the cup! JLPS will represent Gillingham in the League 

Tournament next year – how exciting! Oysters will be cheering for Teddy and the rest of the team. 

 

Trips... 
Morris Group visited Tescos to take part in a ‘Farm to Foods’ workshop. They had a fantastic time touring 

the bakery and making their own bread. It was a wonderful experience. Tescos even provided Oysters pupils 

with a goodie bag to take back to school. The staff were welcoming and attentive – we look forward to  

returning in the New Year.  

 

Nativity... 
This year Oysters pupils have been rehearsing the Nativity ‘It’s a party!’  The pupils have taken ownership of 

the production. The children chose their own role in the play; behind the scenes, choir or centre stage! 

Upper KS2 pupils created the PowerPoint presentation and brochure ;we are proud of their efforts.  
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Visit to Hardelot, France 
On Monday 21st September 2015, a group of KS2 children set off on a coach bound for Hardelot in France. 

The trip involved many new adventures and learning opportunities not available to the children in our local  

area. The channel crossing by ferry was calm and allowed 

time for us all to get to know each other and share anticipated 

fears and  experiences. Our first stop was Hardelot beach on 

a wet and windy Monday afternoon, but the weather couldn’t 

dampen the energy and fun had by all. We then made our 

way to the activity centre and settled into our rooms before 

tea. Our greatest fear was realised at dinner...the starter    

included a snail, frog’s legs and a strong cheese flan.         

Impressively, most of the children tried the delicacies and   

remarked how flavoursome they were! 

Day 2 was a busy day of visiting a French farmhouse to make 

bread and share the traditional craft of corn weaving. Throughout the activities, the children were able to 

learn new skills and practise the French language. Our hosts explained their history of corn weaving and 

the symbolism of different designs. Some of the patterns, 

such as a baby’s rattle, had originated from Ancient 

Greece. After a packed lunch we made our way to the 

snail farm. We watched a presentation about snails and 

their life cycle before heading outside to view thousands of 

snails in their farming environment. Many of the children 

were willing to allow a slimy snail to move along their 

hands and arms, leaving a trail of transparent mucus 

which, apparently, is good for rejuvenating skin. Our 

hosts, Sylvian and Fabien, presented us with a taste of 

snail pate, a snail-filled pastry delicacy, local jam, and 

snail-shaped biscuits with lemonade. We returned to the 

Hardelot centre with snail gifts and hoped there were no more snails on the evening menu! Luckily, that 

evening we enjoyed a traditional and tasty dinner of steak, pasta and peas, followed by a delicious Crème 

Brulee. The children put on their party clothes – and hair was gelled and styled ready for the evening       

disco. We had as much fun walking to the disco in the dark as was had at 

the disco. Some of the group, looking for a quiet evening, were able to   

enjoy time in the cosy lodge. They relaxed by reading, chatting and     

drawing. Lights out at 11pm and all was quiet until 7:30am the next     

morning. 

Day 3 involved a breakfast including ‘pain au chocolat’, bread with jam, a 

bowl of hot chocolate, and orange juice. We loaded our bags onto the 

coach, said ‘Au revoir’ to our hosts, and headed off to the market in      

Boulogne. The children had the task of buying lunch with 5 euros and the 

popular choice was rotisserie chicken or pizza. Any spare pocket money 

was quickly spent on presents for home, and then we headed for a picnic 

area in the old part of Boulogne. On finishing lunch we returned to the coach and enjoyed a relaxing      

journey home in the sunshine. 

Entente Cordial  

ZooLab visits Year 1 and Year 6 
 

Year 1 has been learning about seasons.  We were very lucky to have a visit from Chloe from 

ZooLab on Tuesday 24th of November.  We learnt about animals that hibernate in the winter. 

We saw a selection of animals and were allowed to touch them if we were brave enough! 

We met a Giant African Land Snail called Speedy. 

A shy Salamander who stayed in his tank. 

This Cockroach could survive in tough weather conditions. 

A calm Corn Snake. 

A soft baby Guinea Pig who was just 4 months old. 

This is what we thought … 

“I liked the snake because I touched it!”   Caitlin - Vermeer Class. 

“The Corn Snake was very long and it was orange!  It is called a corn 

snake because it hides in corn fields.”  Zachary - Van Gogh Class. 

“I like the cockroach because when it goes on fire it can’t burn and it doesn’t mind the cold.    

Also, if something bites its antenna off, it can grow it back.”  Logan - Da Vinci Class.  

We all thoroughly enjoyed the visit from ZooLab and learnt lots of interesting facts. 

Open Morning 
Again our Joy Lane musicians stepped up to the mark during Terms 1 & 2 with our main focus being our performance 

at the School Open Morning on Saturday 7th November.  I am  

always so impressed by how our singers, guitarists and           

percussionists organise themselves, learn our new songs quickly 

and bring together a brilliant performance in time for any deadline 

they are given. Their self-motivation, and the maturity of the older 

performers means that there is increasingly less work for me to 

do in getting the songs ready.  

Charlie R and Holly H excelled themselves in a beautiful duet of 

‘Don’t Stop Believing’. Rebecca T gave us her uncanny Taylor 

Swift impression, followed by a sincere duet with Zoe R on ‘Count 

On Me’. Caitlin R then wowed the audiences of prospective     

parents with her confident rendition of Matilda’s ‘When I Grow Up’. All of these songs were      

accompanied by our ever-reliable percussionists Finley B and Billy H and a small backing 

choir of girls and boys from across the school. Holly, Charlie and Caitlin also supported us 

superbly on guitar. We finished with a heartfelt performance of Gary Barlow’s ‘Sing’.    

Preparations are now beginning for next year’s musical spectacular, when we will not be 

‘Lounging on the Field’, but ‘Lighting Up The Hall’. I hope to see you here for our unusual 

Sound-to-Light Spectacle in the Spring Term. It’s going to be another one of those ‘I was 

there’ concerts.  Further details will be announced nearer the time.  Mrs L Rawlings 

Holbein Class Sharing Assembly 
 

Holbein class took on the challenge, or drew the short straw this year, and were the first class to present their learning 

to the School, Parents and Carers during their class assembly. The class took on the challenge of writing their own 

script based around the letters that they had been writing for a competition about their dream jobs. They learned and         

performed songs to go alongside the examples of their work, the acting and the comedy sketch. Dressed in a variety of 

amazing costumes, they made their teachers feel very proud as they sang their hearts out! Well done, Holbein! 



 

 

The definition of the word evolution is the gradual change over time.  

On 24th November 2015 Year 6 welcomed Chloe Askew from Zoolab for a workshop linked to their  topic on 

Evolution and inheritance.  

Chloe entered our class and began an exciting, yet informative, presentation the animals Charles Darwin may have 

encountered on his journey on HMS Beagle.  

His first stop was Cape Verde where he discovered the ‘Chameleon of the Sea’. Of course, Chloe could not bring in 

a cuttlefish so instead we were shown one of its closest relatives – The Giant African Snail. This is 

the biggest snail in the world. We were permitted to hold Chloe’s snail named ‘Speedy’ as he was 

taken around the room. 

Another one of Darwin’s stops was Chile where he probably saw many spiders on his exploration 

there. Chloe showed us her pet Chilean Rose Spider. It was more like a tarantula! 

As this spider had hairs on its legs which it ‘shed’ as a defence, we were not allowed to hold this 

splendid creature named ‘Lola’. Chloe informed us that Lola and her species were practically blind. 

Another fascinating fact was that female Chilean Rose Spiders are the dominant gender living up 

to 25 years whereas the males would normally just live for two years. After mating, it was quite usual for the male to 

be eaten by the female Chilean Rose Spider. So the male provided the first nourishment for his offspring – what a 

sacrifice! 

After his stop in Chile, Darwin sailed to the Galapagos Islands where he made some of his most important            

discoveries. One was the Iguana however, because of the lizard’s enormous size it would not have been possible to 

bring an iguana into Joy Lane Primary School. As a substitute, Chloe brought in a Bearded Dragon from Australia 

named George. 

The Bearded Dragon can grow up to about two feet which is relatively small so is quite vulnerable to attack from   

larger predators. To compensate for its small size he can ‘puff’ up his beard to make himself look more intimidating.  

Charles’ next stop was Cape Town; one South African creature whom he may have met on his journey was the    

Giant African Millipede – his name was Barry. 

Despite its deceiving name the millipede only has 200-300 legs. The highest number of legs ever recorded was 740. 

Millipedes have a long history dating back to prehistoric times when they measured 20 to 30 feet in length! The      

millipede is known as the ‘cow of the forest’ for two reasons; its constant grazing of the forest floor and its 60 or so 

stomachs (the cow has multiple stomachs too). Unlike its relatives, the carnivorous centipede, the millipede is a    

herbivore. As a defence, the millipede can curl into a ball, release a poisonous gas (cyanide) and secrete a red liquid 

from its skin which smells like rotten eggs (hydrogen sulphate) while ‘playing 

dead’. It has two hearts which also give him a chance to survive an attack. 

Next on his journey, Darwin visited Brazil where he most likely saw many tropical 

Amazonian snakes. The Brazilian snakes are mainly poisonous so instead of 

bringing one into school, Chloe brought in an American Corn Snake. It is known as 

a constrictor because it squeezes its prey to death. 

Cleo the Constrictor 

The corn snake gets it unusual name from its corn-like colour and the fact that they often live in corn barns where 

they eat the corn eating mice. Early settlers did not realise they were being useful. Corn snakes are blind so they use 

their flickering tongues as ‘eyes’ or sensors, to sense their environment by ‘smelling’ the air. 

Finally and as an extra treat, Chloe had also brought in a Guinea Pig named ‘Sid’. He was a four month old Guinea 

Pig and stole the whole show – he was gorgeous, soft and so cute! 

Everyone thanked Chloe for bringing these wonderful animals into Joy Lane Primary School and letting us ‘walk in 

Darwin’s footsteps’. 

A fabulous recount by Sigurd G – Rembrandt Class 

ZooLab Visit 
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Christmas Hoops 
It’s that time of year again when teachers find themselves permanently covered in a fine layer of glitter and chil-

dren decide that Santa hats are the must-have fashion accessory of the  season.  

Every class in school has been busy making their class Christmas hoops to display in 

the school hall ready for the hustle and bustle of the Christmas Fair. This year’s 

theme was Christmas Carols so expect anything from jingling bells to rocking    

Christmas trees. Creating hoops always inspires a festive level of competition 

amongst classes, not to mention amongst teachers, who come up with increasingly 

inventive ways of using paper plates, kitchen roll tubes and cotton wool and, in the 

case of one certain teacher, a recurring theme of ping pong balls! 

 

The Christmas Shop organised by Friends of Joy Lane was a huge success as 

usual, with a wide variety of gifts available for all ages. The children were extremely 

excited to have the opportunity to choose presents for their loved ones (who are 

sometimes rather surprised at what their children think they would like for          

Christmas!). One parent mentioned that, in their family, they save these presents for the Christmas  table as it has 

become something of a highlight to discover what treats await them. Dad has apparently amassed quite a        

collection of hats! 

Whitstable Calling! 
On a cold, windy day in October, our pen pals from Arras arrived at Whitstable harbour by coach to a warm, 
cheering welcome from Year 5 children awaiting their arrival with high anticipation. After touring the harbour and 
lifeboat station, the children escorted their pen pals along the beach to school for a scrumptious British feast of 
fish and chips and ice cream. The children then treated their pen pals to a tour of the school, pointing out the 
differences between English and French schools. Throughout the day, the children experimented with their 
French and got to know their new friends, exchanging cards and gifts.  
Following the successful visit, this term Year 5 has begun to Skype their 
French pen pals to continue building relations. Every Friday afternoon sees a 
different five children practising their French via Skype as we discover who has 
a guinea pig, who likes the colour red and who likes cheese! The French     
children then ask questions in English for our children to answer (often with 
hilarious misunderstandings). The children thoroughly enjoy their conversations 
with their pen pals, and the experience adds purpose and fun to their weekly 
French lessons.  
Each week in French, the children are learning to read, write and speak about topics such as food, hobbies, the 
weather and pets. Their confidence is growing week by week, and we are very excited to have received French 
dictionaries for the children to use thanks to generous funding by The Friends of Joy Lane. This term, Year 5 
have written to their pen pals, talking about their homes and their route to school. We look forward to reading 
their replies. 

The Royal Institution of Great Britain 
 

Mathematics Masterclasses for Young People 

 

Three Year 6 Pupils were nominated to attend the Mathematics Masterclasses at the University of Kent at     

Canterbury for an 8 week course. Each week, a different area of mathematics was studied beyond the            

Curriculum to enhance knowledge and bring Mathematics to life. We should like to 

congratulate Yasmin, Sigurd and George who represented us so well. In fact, they 

came top out of the 31 pupils in the final maths challenge. Well done! You         

thoroughly deserve your Certificate from the Royal Institution. 

‘The Masterclasses aim to open the eyes of young people to the excitement, beauty and value of mathematics, 

engineering and computer science and in turn, inspire the next generation.’ 



 

 

JLPS SPORTS NEWS 
 

Wake up and Shake up 

On Wednesday 2nd December 2015, 14 girls from Year 6 competed in the ‘Wake Up and Shake Up’     

competition. We practised for 4 weeks beforehand - which was very tiring. We danced to the song 

‘Changing’ by Sigma ft. Paloma Faith. During the      

rehearsals we used a speaker and an iPad to play the 

music needed outside. We had lots of fun and the rest 

of the school did too! While we rehearsed and thought 

carefully about the moves, the school got up and 

danced with us. Mr Rogers, Year 6 teacher and ‘Wake 

Up and Shake Up Leader’ said, “The girls worked     

tirelessly for 4 weeks and deserved to win.”  

On the day of the competition we were all very nervous. Caitlin, Year 6, (one of our dancers) said, “I was so 

scared, my hands were shaking!” Unfortunately, after all the rehearsals, we came 8th out of 9 schools. We 

think this happened because our dance was too complex and they didn’t appreciate our unique style. When 

asked how she felt, Kaiya, Year 6, (one of our dancers) quoted, “It was disappointing due to us working so 

hard on the dance and putting all of our ideas together.” Hopefully, the current Year 5s will avenge us next 

year! 

By Yasmin M, Caitlin R and Kaiya L 

Sporting Heroes 

To round off two fantastic terms of sport, we have some amazing news regarding some of our 

children.  

Three of our footballers who currently play for the district or play at a high club level were put    

forward to take part in trials to represent Kent. Both Dillon B and Freddie O narrowly missed out 

but Teddy I made the final 17 and now is part of the Kent Football squad. This is an outstanding 

achievement and we wish him the best of luck. 

Another piece of wonderful news is that cricket fanatic Alexa S from Year 6 took part in trials to 

represent Kent and was successful! She will begin her training shortly and matches will          

commence in the spring. Well done Alexa. This is another incredible achievement and we look 

forward to hearing how you do. 

Having children nominated and representing Kent for any sport is a huge accomplishment and 

one that should be celebrated. Well done all.   

Mr Rogers 

Joy Lane Primary School Football Success! 
Our Football Team did us proud in the N Power Football League Kids Cup on Wednesday 25th November 

which was held at the Strood Leisure Centre. 

We were up against 35 of the best teams from schools within 

Kent.  With 8 games in front of them, our players certainly had to 

give their best performances; and they did! The tournament began 

with 36 teams split into 6 groups, with the top team from each 

group and 2 runners up going through to the next round.   

Joy Lane got off to a flying start with a 7-0 victory which was     

followed by a shock 1-0 loss.  The team rallied winning their next 3 

group games to finish top of their group, going through as the 

group winners.   

We then faced Palace Wood Primary School in the quarter finals, winning 2-0 in a hotly contested         

encounter.   

In the semi-finals our team faced the previous winning team, Featherby Juniors – 4-0 up after 4 minutes; 

we were in a league of our own.  Palace Wood Primary School stood between ourselves and ultimate    

glory.  After a closely fought contest we triumphed.   

As representatives of Gillingham Football Club, we now go through to face the best of the best from 

around the Country in a National Tournament.  If successful we will be on our way to Wembley! 

Ryan Rogers - P.E. Coordinator 

Bill Good - Football Coordinator 

 

Lacrosse Workshop 
Enthusiastic and kitted out in their PE kits, Years 4 and 5 braved the 

cold to learn a new sport on Thursday 19th November. Two         

specialist sports coaches visited Joy Lane to teach the children how 

to play the thousand-year-old sport of lacrosse.  

Although it was the first time many of the children had held a       

lacrosse stick, they were soon wielding them like pros, running the 

length of the playground, scooping up the ball before tossing it to 

the coach. There was much excitement and some spectacular    

passes earned cheers. The session provided a new sporting        

opportunity to the children. 

 

Fencing in Year 1 
The fencing instructors came into school.  They taught us fencing.  First 

we had to put on a vest to protect us.  Then we had to practise touching 

the person on the vest.  Next we put a mask on to protect our faces.  It 

was really good fun and we looked nice.  We had to step forward quickly 

in little steps to touch the person’s vest. The sword had to bend up.  The 

man and lady were nice and we said thank you. 

A recount by Bethany C in Van Gogh 

7 
7 



 

 

Future Forest 

Merry Christmas 

Bub is a Special Little Guy… 

Last month, we were given over 400 trees that we 
planted behind the nursery field fence along the 
school field edge. We will be developing this area 
further over the next few months. The trees are only 
small but will eventually form a hedge way for all  
children to enjoy the fun and shade. Mr Cliff said that 
it was a fantastic idea as the children had the chance 
to plant the tree themselves. Mrs Stanley agreed it 
was great since the kids will grow with their trees. 
The planting took place on two Mondays in           
November (23rd& 30th) with a parent volunteer, Mrs 
Morgan, who leads the gardening club. Each class 
was given 15 minutes to plant a tree per child, and 
Year 6 pupils helped the children in Reception.    
Sigurd (a Year 6 pupil) told me that it was great to 
help Reception plant trees, and he thought that it 
was a really cool concept, “It is nice to leave an    
impression on the school before we leave.” We are 
saving the environment without knowing it.  
                                                         By kiwidragon 

Why did we Shake Up? 
...correction, she`s the coolest cat in the world! 
Discovered as the runt of a healthy feral litter in a 
garage in rural Indiana, Northern America, she 
was taken in as a rescue cat when it was clear 
that she would require special care. Since then, 
BUB has overcome great challenges, is the     
author of “LIL BUB`S LIL BOOK”, a talk show 
host (LIL BUB BIG SHOW), a movie star, and has 
helped raise well over $300,000 for animals in 
need. That`s a lot of cat money! Plus, she is    
creating her own music album at this very minute! 
And (as if that wasn’t enough) you can get BUB 
plush toys, mugs and her own, one-of-a-kind   
calendar! When I asked Naomi and Kirsty what 
they thought about Bub, they said “Bub, we like 
your tongue.” (see pic below).  
COMPETITION  
Want your cat to be famous like Bub? It`s going to 

be super hard, right? WRONG! Your cat could be 

in my next article. 

All you have to do 

is print out a pic-

ture of your cat off 

your computer, 

write their name 

and yours under-

neath and hand it 

into Mrs Manson. Teachers are welcome to enter 

as well.     Report by Pawprint 

On Wednesday 25th November 
2015, Joy Lane won the           
N Power football tournament. 
This was an Under 11s       
tournament consisting of 36 
schools within Kent. The team 
consisted of Alfie, Dillon,    
Freddie, Teddy, Owen, (all year 
6), Jacob (Goalkeeper) and 
Stanley (both year 5). They 
went up against some of the 
best teams Kent had to offer at 
Kicks Soccer Centre.           
Refereeing the games were 
some Gillingham FC Girls 
Academy students assisted by 
Community Coaches.  
At first, the tournament was set 
out in a league format with six 
groups where the top teams 
went through to the quarter  
finals. Also progressing were 
the overall top two runners up. 
In the quarter finals, 36 teams 
were knocked down to eight 
which Joy Lane were proud to 

be a part of. The fixtures 
were Joy Lane Primary vs 
Park Wood Primary, Delce 
Academy vs Featherby    
Juniors, Park Wood Juniors 
vs Allington Primary and 
Pickhurst Juniors vs Lady 
Boswells. The quarters saw 
intense games; however, Joy 
Lane still triumphed 2-0 over 
Palace Wood, reaching the 
semi-finals. 
In the semis, the games 
opened up to more goals as 
Joy Lane rocketed through to 
the finals with a 5-1 victory! 
Joy Lane were delighted to 
go through to the final with a 
great win behind them, 
pumping up their confidence 
to the maximum. 

The final was an intense 
game, with lots of attempts at 
goal, but most of them were 
stopped by brilliant saves 
from both keepers. It was the 
same until…goal! Joy Lane 
snatched a late win with  
Freddie scoring the deciding 
goal off Park Wood to win 
them the final! Alfie said that 
he expected to get to the final 
but had never dreamt of    
winning it. “To be the top 
school in Kent is an amazing 
achievement,”  Mr Good said 
proudly. 
Because of this fantastic win, 
Joy Lane football team will 
compete at our local regional 
finals hosted by Swindon FC, 
taking place on 7th March 
2016. If they win that, they get 
through to the proper final at 
Wembley! However, don’t get 
too excited, it’s still a way off 
yet! Do you think we can win 
it? 
Alongside this event, Teddy 
has been selected to play for 
Kent - following his wonderful 
performance in the           
tournament, I’m sure he will 
be great, and we wish him 
luck.         By Black Jaguar  

Joy Lane Kick to Victory 
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On Saturday 24th October, Da    

Vinci’s Sophie won young swimmer 

of the year award. She was      

nominated to compete by Vicky 

Whorlow, who works at our     

swimming pool. The competition 

took place in the Gillingham      

Medway Leisure Park. Duncan 

Goodhew let her hold his gold  

medal and 1980 Olympic torch. 

Duncan Goodhew was an Olympic 

gold medal winner in the 1980  

summer Olympics. According to 

a survey of the British public, his 

win was one of the 100 greatest 

sporting events of Britain. Mrs 

Stanley (Sophie`s mum) said 

that it was a fun afternoon, and it 

was nice to meet Duncan   

Goodhew. The school says   

congratulations to Sophie for her 

achievement. By Pawprint 

Sophie receiving 

her medal 

FJL helped the boys celebrate 

their victory with a meal. 

Sophie Swims to Win 

On Wednesday 2nd        
December 2015, fourteen 
girls from Year 6 competed 
in a Wake Up and Shake 
Up competition and went 
head-to-head against nine 
different schools. We   
practiced for four weeks 
beforehand - it was very 
tiring, however we worked 
very hard. During the   
practices, we had lots of 
fun and so did the rest of 
the school! While we were 
going over the dance and 
thinking of the steps, the 
entire school was joining in. 
Charlie, Year 6, said, “It 
was amazing to see all of 
the girls work together.” 
Due to having to do it    
outside, we used an iPad 
and speaker for the music 
needed. We agreed on the 
song “Changing” by     
Paloma Faith ft. Sigma. 
Olivia, Year 3, said, “It was 
very fun to watch, and it 
was nice to join in with the 
big girls.” Beth, Year 4, 
said, “It was a pleasure to 

join in.” On the day, all of 
us were very nervous but, 

unfortunately after all our 
hard work, we came 8th out 
of 9 schools. We think this 
happened because our 
dance was too complex, 
and they didn’t appreciate 
our unique style! Mia, Year 
6 (and one of our dancers) 
said, “I think the team 
worked really hard and  
enjoyed it. Even though we 
came 8th, we were still  
happy about what we had 
done.” Freya (Year 3) said, 
“It was fun, fantastic and 
fabulous.”  
By Ruby Rose and  

Marley Johnson  

Christmas is approaching fast. It is getting colder, 
and the trees are losing their leaves. Father   
Christmas and his Elves are busy sorting out the 
presents. The shops are filling up with chocolates 
and loads of sweets.  
Now you need to think what you want on your 
Christmas list! Also, you need to get your          
decorations, especially your Christmas tree up and 
maybe start wrapping your presents and put     
baubles and chocolates up on the Christmas tree. 
Some people we interviewed believe that in       
December it will probably snow between the 19th 
to the 26th. There might even be snowflakes falling 
from the sky very soon. But for the last two years, it 
didn’t snow. Actually last year it did snow a tiny bit 
but only for one day. The year before it didn’t snow 
at all, but we had very stormy winds. Let’s hope 
you get loads of presents this Christmas, but only if 
you have been really good all year! By Verby 192  

Christmas is Coming... 

Fun Facts: 
Philippines In the Philippines, there is a tradition of having a lantern which is in the shape of a star              
(pic above). 
Brazil In Brazil “Papai Noel” is Father Christmas and “Bom Natal” or “Boas Festes” is Merry Christmas. 
South Africa In South Africa, it is summer as well so they have lots of “Braai” (like a BBQ in South Africa). 
Report by Ruby Rose 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/2129851


 

 

be little green men? Will the food 
be moon cheese? (That’s a lot of 
cheese!). George thinks that we 
will be in an environmental crisis 
unless we do something about it. 
And Rebecca thinks that there 
will be more pandas and     
wombats in the world and that 
people will use hover boards 
instead of cars (in the film Back 
to the Future, they thought that 
hover boards would be around 
now). So lots of different ideas, 
but what do you think? That is 
the question. 
By Apple Crumble :p 

There are a lot of unanswerable 
questions in the world, but the most 
interesting by far is what will the 
world be like in the future? Well, 
this article will tell you what        
different people think about what 
they feel the world will be like in the 
future. Dara thinks inevitably that 
people will drive around in tanks 
instead of cars, but I think we can 
all agree that this will never       
happen! Another out of this world 
idea is that in fifteen years from 
now we will have people living on 
Mars! Now, I can’t wait to try the 5 
star hotels on Mars. Will the waiters 

What will the World be like in the Future? 

A prize letter? 
Did you know that Royal Mail have just 
run a letter writing competition, which 
Year 4 children entered, about what job 
you want to do when you are older? The 
competition was open to school age   
children up to age 14. Year 4 pupils at 
Joy Lane were asked to write a letter  
response to the question: what’s your 
dream job, and why would you be the 
right person to get that job?   
Winning letters will win £1000 for the writer and 
£1000 for their school. All entries had to be  
received by the closing date of 20th November 
2015 at 5pm. Winners will be announced in 
January 2016. In the letter, you had to write 
what it is you want to be, the job description, 
and also, the skills you would need to do that 
job. Cara (Year 4) said, “I want to be an author 

so the skills I would need are writing, 
typing, editing, using my imagination 
and being independent.” 
 Did you know Royal Mail have been 
running this writing competition for 
more than 37 years? Prizes will be 
awarded to both the shortlisted     
pupils and their schools in Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland and in each 
of the nine regions across England. 

In total, there are 60 prizes.  
The two winning letters will be selected by a  

panel of judges, including ex-Blue Peter          

presenter Helen Skelton, former children laureate 

Michael Rosen, and Royal Mail’s boss, Moya 

Greene.  

Report by Hayley Hanson 

21st October 2015 was Back to 
the Future Day.  
It's the exact date that Marty 
McFly and Doc Brown arrive in 
the future in the second Back to 
the Future film, released in 1989. 
One of the teachers of Year 5 
(Mr Cliff) said, “Great Scott! I love 
that film. Where’s my Hover 
board?”  
The movie imagined a 2015 with 
hover boards, flying cars, and 
self-tying shoes. Some of the 
film's predictions have come true. 
Just like in the movie, we now 
enjoy plasma flat screens, live 
video-calling and technology for 
unlocking doors with a            
fingerprint. Some of the people 
who have watched Back to the 
Future 2 have told me that we 
should have a special day to cel-
ebrate such a great film.  
By kiwidragon 

Hotels on Mars? 

Griefing is a way of bullying online within games. In Minecraft, it’s when someone blows up 
your house or trolls you. Trolling is where someone tricks you. It can be frustrating 
getting bullied online because you spend hours building something and then it gets 
destroyed. Here are 3 top tips on how to avoid griefing:  
1. If someone is being nasty then DON’T REPLY OR RESPOND!  
2. SAVE THE MESSAGES so an adult can see. 
3. TELL A TRUSTED ADULT. 
If you want more information about this go to the official website giving Internet safety 
information www.thinkuknow.co.uk   
By BragPrawn20 

Minecraft griefing 

If your favourite film is How to 
Train your Dragon, then why not 
try Gift of the Night Fury? This film 
is set at Christmas, only the char-
acters call it Snoggletog. Spoiler 
Alert! At the beginning, Hiccup is 
riding on Toothless (his pet drag-
on) over the ocean. Back on Berk, 
everyone is preparing for the fes-
tive season, but a swarm of drag-
ons appear leading the characters 
Barf and Belch, Hookfang and all 
the other dragons astray. Astrid 
tries to stop Stormfly going, but it 
doesn’t stop her, and the dragon 
swarm reaches Hiccup and Tooth-
less. So Astrid creates a drink 
called Yucknog.  
Later in the film, when Hiccup is 
delivering some oars, he spots 
Fishlegs with a basket full of fish 
and becomes suspicious so he 
follows him to a shed and creeps 
in, only to be flown off by the Gron-
kle. 
When they land, Hiccup is on an 
island full of dragons! He sees 

Hookfang, Barf and Belch and 
Stormfly but no Toothless. They all 
had babies! Meatlog nudges her 
eggs into a pool of water. Hiccup 
reaches for it and...it explodes! 
Meanwhile, Astrid had found some 
eggs and given them as presents! 
So she is busy fixing roofs be-
cause all the eggs have exploded!   
Back on the Dragon Island, Hiccup 
walks along the shore,  approach-
ing Hookfang, climbing onto his 
back. As Hookfang rises into the 
air, all the other dragons do too! 
All the baby dragons try to fly, but 
they are too young. Then Hiccup 
has an idea… Back on Berk, 
Stoick the Vast is not in a good 
mood. Silly, SILLY Astrid and her 
exploding eggs. Then he sees Hic-
cup and the dragons filling the sky. 
They land with a Viking boat. Out 
of the boat come baby dragons! 
So everyone was happy.                                                                                 
By Shimmer Dazzledew   

Gift of the Night Fury- A Film Review 

A couple of weeks ago, a bulldog 
named Otto broke the record for 
the fastest time going through 
thirty people’s legs whilst on a 
skateboard. I think it is strange 
but really cool. I asked Year 4 
children (because we saw the  
video in class) what they thought. 
Woody thought it is “weird and 
amazing, also odd.” Cara agreed, 
“I’m amazed how a dog can 
skateboard, also I think it’s      
funny.” Maddy said “it’s very 
weird.” Erika said, “it’s amazing 
how a dog can skateboard, and 
it’s quite funny.” 
What do you think of this       
magnificent record?  
By BragPrawn20 

Having lived 
in Denmark I      
noticed some 
significant    
differences   
between  
Christmas in 

the UK and Denmark. While here for 
your Christmas Dinner you may expect 
some sort of poultry, in Denmark you 
will often find a pig roast called      
flæsk-sty (which is basically a pork 
roast with crispy skin) or a roasted 

duck. Another different portion of 
the meal is the desserts: one being 
the ris alamand. Also in Denmark, 
you would dance around the tree 
while singing traditional Danish  
carols after the Christmas meal. 
While in the UK we celebrate 
Christmas on 25th December, in 
Denmark it is celebrated on   
Christmas Eve (24th December), 
meaning you get one less        
chocolate from your advent        
calendar! But on the bright side, 

another tradition is the 
‘Nissegaver’ which is where 
‘Nisse’ (creatures like elves) give 
you a present for every day of 
December leading up to Christ-
mas.  
By our Danish Correspondent 
Caspian Crystal 

A Danish Christmas 

France: 
In France, Christmas starts with St Nicholas Day on the                    
6th December. When Christmas Eve arrives, children put their        
polished shoes in front of their chimney and hope “Pere Noel” (Father 
Christmas in France) fills them with sweets. On 25th December, it is a 
public holiday so nobody goes to school or work. 
 
Italy: 
In Italy, Father Christmas is called “Babbo Natale”. Children get their 
gifts on 6th January from La Befana, an old witch. “Buon Natale” is 
Italian for Merry Christmas. 
 
Australia: 
In Australia, people usually spend Christmas on the beach and often 
gather at Bondi Beach near Sydney. Carols are sung on the beach 
(because Australia is on the other side of the world, it is summer 
time). 
 
Germany: 
In Germany there are lots of Christmas markets, but trees are only put 
up on the morning of 24th December. And remember all shopping has 
to be done by lunch time on Christmas Eve! 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk

