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Following our successful themed art day in collaboration
with the Coastal Alliance Schools, we will be exhibiting
some of our artwork at the Horsebridge Centre, Whitstable.
The theme was ‘Ode to a Nation’ by Dr John Cooper Clarke
which was an inspiring poem for all year groups. Joy Lane
will exhibit a variety of artwork from KS1 and KS2 alongside
local schools. It will be a fantastic and surprising exhibition
featuring the skill and creativity of primary school children
from our coastline. The exhibition will be showing from
12th – 28th January 2017.

times

CREATIVE ART CLUB
Well done to the children who chose to participate in the
creative art club with Miss Broadbent and Mrs Rennells.
The children have produced a variety of artwork following
self-led themes from dragons to Christmas cards. Their
artwork is an attractive addition to our main hall art
display.

LETTERS
Dali Class
Joy Lane Primary School
Joy Lane
Whitstable
Kent
CT5 4LT
Friday, 25th November 2016
Dear Reverend Rachel Webbley
Thank you for letting us come to St Alphege Church; I really enjoyed it.
The best bit of the Church was the golden eagle on the lectern. I wonder how long you have to polish it for because it
is really shiny. I also liked the stained glass window at the back of the Church because it is colourful and is a
great way to tell a good story.
I did not expect there to be stairs in the Church but there were, leading to the bells.
On my next visit I would really like to see the Christmas lights and the decorations in the Church. I would like to
ring the bells too!
I really enjoyed going to St Alphege Church. Thank you so much for letting us come to the Church; it was really
good fun.

Welcome to our Christmas edition of Term Times

I am sure you will enjoy reading about some of the activities that the children have experienced over
the past few terms and would like to thank Miss Bell and Miss Curtis for producing this edition
for your enjoyment.
The Friends of Joy Lane continue to work hard and are dedicated in raising funds for our
children. This year they have managed to ensure that the children were able to continue with their
School Christmas Shop by taking a mobile shop to the children, as we continue to be short of space
during our construction works. They have managed to raise over £7000 through holding the
Christmas Shop, Christmas Fair and Santa’s Grotto. A huge well done and thank you to all of
the Friends of Joy Lane.
It has been a real joy to see our children remember and celebrate this special time of year through
Christmas nativities and our Christingle service; it has also been lovely to hear all your kind
compliments of enjoyment in sharing these festivities.
In the New Year we will continue to develop additional ways to share the children’s learning with
you – we will have our very own Twitter account. Our new Dojo reward system has been a great
success with you and has enhanced our current systems.
On behalf of all the Children, Governors and Staff we wish you all peace during the Christmas
festivities and a very Happy New Year.
As ever, thank you for your continued support of our Joy Lane Community and l look forward to
seeing you all once again on Tuesday 3rd January 2017.
With my very best regards,
Debra Hines

Yours sincerely
MM
8
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KUNG FU TIMES TABLES

SPOON WEB
Thanks to Spoon Web in Whitstable, and their customers’ generous donations to
the Wish Well Project, £140 worth of graphic novels has been donated to Joy
Lane Primary School! In addition to this, Harbour Books have even added a few
extra books to the pile.
Watch this space for how these exciting books will be used in school!
What’s more, Joy Lane Children are now entitled to a 10% discount on
comics and graphic novels at Spoon Web!
Mrs Harkins

PRACTICAL PALAEONTOLOGY
Inspired by the discoveries of Amateur British Palaeontologist Mary Anning, Year 6 made their own fossils out of
clay before excavating them the following week. Armed with wooden
chisels, paintbrushes and oodles of patience, the children painstakingly
uncovered the fossils chip by chip as Anning had learnt to do. Once they
had released their fossil, they were tasked with matching it to its original
shell.
Learning all about Mary Anning, the classes were fascinated to hear that
Anning was only 12 years old when she made a discovery that would
change people’s perception of the world. Her finding of a complete
Ichthyosaur skeleton established her as a respected contributor to the field
of palaeontology and earned her a massive £25!
Our Evolution and Inheritance topic also saw the children designing the perfect evolved Human and exploring
how animals have adapted to their natural habitat. A visit from Zoolab gave them the chance to touch a range of
exotic animals from Gary the Madagascan Hissing Cockroach to Darwin the Bearded Dragon and learn about
Charles Darwin’s explorations around the world. It was a fantastic experience for all!

YEAR 5 WELCOME DR AZAB
On Tuesday, 27th September 2016, Year 5 welcomed Dr Rana El Azab to talk about
the importance of the Muslim Community to her. She shared a very informative
presentation with an enthralled Year 5. Dr Azab brought in several artefacts to show
the children, including a copy of the Qur’an, a prayer mat and two head coverings –
one for a lady or girl (hijab) and one for a man or boy (Topi or Kufi).
Year 5 should like to thank Mrs Farhan for arranging this link with Dr Azab; it was
lovely listening about the Muslim Community from a believer who explained how it
changed her life. The children listened intently and enjoyed sharing Dr Azab’s
passion for her religion.
Thank you.

STONE AGE DAY
AT KENT MUSEUM OF RURAL LIFE

As part of our pre-historic theme this term, Year 3 participated in a fantastic themed day at the
Kent Museum of Rural Life. It was a bright winter’s day and we were able to enjoy all the activities
provided by the team of historians at the Museum. Our children enjoyed activities such as; grinding
wheat under a millstone to create wholegrain flour; talks and drama to
explain prehistoric life
and survival and creating cave paintings with charcoal. Probably the most popular attraction was
meeting the slightly scary resident Stone Age man. The screams and laughter could be heard all
the way to the tearooms! We all had a great day and would like to thank the Friends of Joy Lane
and parent helpers who made this trip possible.
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Mr Rogers has launched a new way of doing Times Tables. He said, “Teachers and pupils want a new
challenge and a change from Olympic Maths.” Apparently, he had a great idea of
a way to teach children their Times Tables so he introduced Kung Fu Times
Tables. The idea is that you have different coloured wristbands for different
Times Tables. They are in order of difficulty and, at the end, you have the
ultimate quiz you get the black band, which is the best. It starts on white and
ends on black. You practise them for a week and then you have a test. If you get
all 26 questions right in 1 minute then you move up, but if you don’t then you
practise for another week and do it all again. Zoe (Year 6) said, “It’s a much
better way of learning Times Tables and you get to practise all week first.” Ruby
said, “It’s creative.” Kayla (Year 4) said, “Some children can’t be bothered to
learn their Times Tables so it would get them focused.” Mrs Manson agreed, “It’s
a brilliant idea because you get a reminder that you have completed the level. I
hope teachers can try because I really want a black band!”
By Kirsty (Year 6)

YEAR 5 VISIT ST. ALPHEGE CHURCH
On Thursday 24th November, Year 5 walked down Whitstable High Street to
visit St. Alphege Church.
Year 5 walked around the Church, sketched the things that they liked the
most, took notes of information about St. Alphege and drew the symbols on
the kneeling cushions.
The reason for the visit was to learn more about Christian Churches and their
key role in helping the community. Whilst there, they learned the full story of
St. Alphege, which they found exciting; especially the stories on the stained
glass windows.
Reverend Rachel Webbley provided a warm welcome when we arrived and
said we were free to explore the Church. The visit was very enjoyable and it
was a great opportunity for learning more about Christianity and the role
Churches have in the local community.
by Jazmary (Year 5)

WHITEFRIARS ‘DESIGN A BANNER’
COMPETITION WINNERS

Whilst rushing around Whitefriars Shopping Centre, completing last
minute Christmas tasks, it may be worth a look above the Christmas
market huts to spot Joy Lane’s winning banner designs. Thank you to all
the children who created Christmas designs at home and we are proud
to announce four winning entries: Pearl Nolan and Bethany Evans were
chosen as two of the finalists and both won a Whitefriars Goody Bag.
Kirsty Burgess and Milla Morgan-Rigg were shortlisted and their designs
are also displayed on the 8ft high banners. Congratulations and well
done to our budding artists; they look fantastic!
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HANDS ON HISTORY
On Thursday 13th October, Year 6 had a World War II skills workshop led by Miss Fawcett from Herne Bay
High School’s History Department. This was a great way to kick start our work this year on World War II
and was also a great opportunity for the children to experience a Year 7 lesson, giving them a glimpse of
what to expect at Secondary School.
Firstly, the children learnt about four different
categories of evidence: Artefact; Pictorial; Oral;
and Written. Miss Fawcett explained the differences
and gave examples of each, putting the sources into
context for the children.
They then had the chance to handle, analyse and
categorise primary and secondary sources, including
genuine gas masks and helmets, medals, photographs,
posters, recipe cards, eyewitness accounts and leaflets. There was much excitement at getting the chance
to handle the artefacts, and the children could really start to understand what life was like for children and
families during the war. The children focussed on their skills of inference to explore what the evidence
suggested about life during that period.

YEAR 2 NATIVITY
This year, our story followed a group of children on a search for
the perfect star for their Christmas tree.
Along the way they met the familiar Nativity characters. However,
this special Nativity story featured some mince pies, Christmas
cakes, crackers and even some Christmas trees!

The children worked hard to make the story a celebration of
Christmas so it concluded with a Santa Claus, Mrs Claus,
Rudolph and the elves adding some sparkle to Christmas.
Mrs G Clemo

Reception Nativity
During this lovely festive period, all the children across the Reception Classes undertook the challenge of performing
their very own Christmas nativity entitled: 'Follow That Star'. They practised so very
hard in the run up to three amazing performances. The children performed two shows
in front of parents & carers and were treated to some incredible dancing, very clever
narrating and, of course, beautiful singing. We, as an Early Years Team, would like to
thank all parents & carers for their dedication in ensuring these performances went
ahead, with all children wearing such beautiful costumes (and of course for all your
lovely singing along as well)!
As Ms Hines rightfully said: "Now we have seen the Reception nativity, Christmas has
truly begun".
The Joy Lane Early Years Team.

nursery Nativity
On Monday 12th December, the Oyster Bay Nursery children performed their Christmas Nativity
‘No Room at the Premier Inn’ in front of their very proud families, friends and teachers. The
children performed and sang with amazing confidence and were a joy to watch. Highlights
included Mary pushing Joseph to Bethlehem in their broken down bubble car and a very wonky
conga line following the star! Well done children – you are an asset to the Joy Lane School
family and we can’t wait until next year’s performance!

VATTENFALL PRAISE FOR JOY LANE CHILDREN
Towards the end of the Summer Term, Year 5 pupils were invited to
create presentations following a beach environment visit sponsored by
Canterbury City Council, Crowne Estates and Vattenfall Wind Farms. The
chosen teams were invited, as speakers, to the corporate party to open
the Kentish Flats Extension. The children were extremely professional and
confident and entertained the 100 plus audience. They all received goody
bags on the day and were presented with a wind turbine kit for the
school this term. Mel Rogers, Public Relations Officer for Vattenfall,
visited our assembly to present the gift to our children. Our children were
fantastic ambassadors for the school and should be very proud of their
achievements. The feedback from the audience was that this was the
best part of the day!

PUDDING PAN ISLAND

YEAR 5 RUGBY WORKSHOPS
In Term 1, Joy Lane was delighted to welcome Mr Wooldridge and
Mr Goodwin from Chatham and Clarendon Grammar School who
provided fantastic Rugby workshops for our Year 5 pupils.
The children thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and approached the
sport with enthusiasm, tenacity and exemplary behaviour. They
were a real credit to the school. Having the workshops provided a
valuable opportunity for the children to learn more about the
sport; enriching their physical education.
The workshops were capped off with a ‘World Cup’ style tournament which was a fun and engaging way
for our Year 5 pupils to put into practice all that they had learned.
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As part of the Art Coastal Alliance, we were invited by The Turner Gallery,
Margate and the British Museum, to introduce our children to the story of
Pudding Pan Island. This was achieved through an art inspired enrichment day
on 7th October 2016. This is an intriguing and historical story about a Roman
vessel sinking off the Herne Bay coast on an area known as Pudding Pan Island.
The island was named after the Samian pots that were
lost to sea and gathered in the local fishermen’s nets.
These vessels were then taken home and used by the
wives to create puddings. Some of these ancient pudding
pans have since been recovered and feature in the British
and Whitstable Museum. It was an inspiring story and the
children used their
imagination to create a variety of art
such as poems, stories, paintings and 3D islands. Teachers
and pupils had a great day and discovered something new
about our local history.
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SCIENCE WEEK 2016
Joy Lane Primary School was a hub for Scientific Excellence in October 2016. The children
were engaged and motivated by the various workshops and activities organised by the
Science Team and our resourceful teachers.
The week started with a fantastic Fancy Dress Day where pupils dressed as famous
scientists or inventions. Yet again, we were amazed at the ingenuity behind the costumes.
What a creative cohort of children, parents and carers we have at Joy Lane Primary School.
Children visited the outdoor classrooms at Otterden. We welcomed visitors from Kent’s
Astrodome and Zoolab to enthral the children about space, inheritance and diversity of
animals. Even more gratifying was the way these visits enriched our Science lessons
and themes.
It was very rewarding to have visits from parents, carers and grandparents with a
background or occupation in Science. We were amazed at their knowledge and how
well they transferred their enthusiasm for the subject to Joy Lane pupils. We should
like to thank Mr Rawlings, Professor Garrett, Mr Appleby, Mrs French, Mr Hogg, Dr
Mannion, Mr Uphill and Miss Clayton for igniting the flame of Scientific Enquiry with
their wonderful presentations. We look forward to the next Science Week with baited
breath.

Science Week KS1
We had a fantastic time investigating and experimenting
in Year 2 during Science Week. We based our activities
around The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch which we had
been exploring in English. We especially enjoyed our
visit from Zoolab where we met a snake, a scorpion, a
giant cockroach and even a tarantula! We also loved our
trip to the Astrodome and wrote all about what we had
learnt from our visit.
Harriet from Potter class said, 'I enjoyed all of Science
Week and liked touching the snake that visited us'.
Mrs G Clemo

Mr Uphill
Professor Garrett

Mrs French

Mr Appleby
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