Summer Camp 2019 Term Times
After the success of last year’s Summer camp, Joy Lane hosted their second
Summer Camp throughout August 2019. Over the course of two weeks, children
from all year groups participated in different sporting activities: swimming, forest
school, team building activities, as well as arts and crafts every day!

Joy Lane Primary School
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With fortunate weather on our side, we were able to make the most of the
fantastic grounds and extensive sports equipment we have here at Joy Lane.
After taking part in a different sporting activity and swimming session in the
morning, the children had access to forest school this year where some very
impressive bug hotels, camp fires and hedgehog homes were made!
A particular highlight for the children (and adults) was a surprise visit
from Mrs Clayton with her baby lambs and Shetland pony. The children
were lucky enough to find out about the daily routine carried out when
looking after farmyard animals.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone that came to
Summer Camp and supported this ongoing venture! Watch out for
incoming news for Joy Lane’s first Easter Camp coming in 2020!
Miss Robinson

My Pets’ Trip to School
By Bethany C
On the last day of Summer Camp, the children waited with anticipation and excitement. They knew a treat was
coming but Miss Robinson had not revealed what it was.
I knew what was due to happen and was feeling very nervous because I did
not know whether I would be able to answer the questions the children might
ask me.
Miss Robinson walked over to me and told me that my mum had arrived and
was waiting for me on the field with her trailer and the animals. I smiled and
then ran out onto the field – unnoticed by the others.
Straight away, I helped Mum to set up the two pens and we started to unload
Chip, the miniature Shetland Pony. The moment he was off the ramp and tied
up, he started eating the verdant grass. Next came the four cuddly lambs –
Dandelion, Crocus, Lavender and Blackberry who walked cautiously along the
trailer before rushing down the ramp and starting to munch the delicious grass.
The children followed Miss Robinson out and gasped with excitement when
they saw the animals. I smiled proudly and watched as my friends brushed the
lambs and Chip, who seemed to be loving the attention. Some of the children had never been near a lamb before
and for them this was a magical experience.
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Welcome to the Christmas Edition of Term Times 2019
You will be able to read about some of the exciting learning and fun activities that the children have been
immersed in since September 2019. The School now communicates with you in many different ways so
that you can receive updates at the point of your child’s learning. l always enjoy chatting with you
regarding the information you receive on Class Dojo and also reading your positive comments on our
School Facebook page.
Through our various communications, you may have read that our children have been on trips to the local
area, visited other Schools to look at their learning and entered inter-school competitions, as well as
experiencing the entrepreneurial side of life during our Enterprise week, which was a roaring success. I feel
incredibly privileged to work alongside such committed colleagues who work hard for the best life chances
for all our children.
We continue to receive many visitors to our School and they never fail to be impressed by our children’s’
engagement in their learning and always comment on their positive relationships with our Teaching Staff
and of course, our fabulous grounds and environments.
This time of year is synonymous with giving and sharing and our Staff always choose a children’s
charity to donate to. This year, l asked my relative to travel back with ‘Moose’ from New York so that the
children could give him a name and a home – the children have been very excited about this. So prepare to
make a space…. Christmas is the most magical time for children and l am heartened by their loving
hearts and their understanding of what it means to give to others at this time of year.

Once back inside, and with the animals back in the trailer, Mum and I answered some questions from the children
and the teachers alike. We spoke about the different brushes we used to groom them.

I hope that this Christmas, you remember your dreams of childhood and may you experience the wonder
they once held.

Everybody seemed to have enjoyed themselves and it was a wonderful experience and a wonderful way to end a
perfect Summer Camp.

Sending you all best wishes for a peaceful, Happy Christmas time and a Happy New year for 2020.

Debra Hines – Executive Headteacher

Top Class

‘It’s a Baby!’

After a summer of waiting, the time had finally come...Joy Lane's appearance on BBC's Top Class aired on
CBBC last month to great excitement amongst children and staff alike. Round after round, the children battled,
never giving in even though they faced what turned out to
be the toughest team in the show's history. Cheered on by
their mascot, Attendance Ted, (who remained
silently optimistic throughout), Ruby, Sam, Cleo and
Agnes (with Dottie in the wings) had their general
knowledge thoroughly tested. Scoring well on their specialist round "School of Rock" (thank goodness seeing as
our very own rocker Mrs Rawlings' daughter was on the
team!), JLPS did themselves proud. Time for everyone's
favourite round: Test the Teacher. Up stepped Mr Rogers,
fresh from hair and make up to take on questions about
anything from YouTube to Riverdale although it seemed
his years of playing FIFA have been wasted as he fluffed a question on the ever-popular game! Questioned on
this schoolboy error, Mr Rogers maintained, "I didn't hear the question properly. I knew the answer
really." Anyone wishing to re-live Mr Rogers' round can do so through the BBC website at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/top-class-series-five-mr-rodgers
And finally...Mr Rogers has kindly asked that all autograph requests go through his agent...

The Reception children wowed their audience with two amazing
performances of their wonderful Christmas show ‘It’s a Baby!’

Art Club
Mrs Clemo and I thoroughly enjoyed Art Club with the Year 1 and 2 children who attended! They tried their
hand at different types of printmaking and even made a huge print using foraged
leaves. We created wonderful,
colourful, firework paintings and
enjoyed making some craft projects
for Christmas. The children were
excellent at using decoupage papers
to collage boxes, and made the tiniest
Christmas tree sculptures using fur
cones! Our final project was collaging
lanterns which was tricky, but, as usual, the children did a great job. Thank
you to the children for always giving
100 % to each project.

‘Whoops-A-Daisy Angel’.
On Wednesday, 11th December, the
Pre-school children from Oyster Bay
Nursery performed their nativity,
‘Whoops-A-Daisy Angel’. They had
been practising so hard and it was
lovely to see them all sing and dance
so beautifully in front of their proud
parents/carers.
Well done Pre-School - you are all
fabulous!

The audience smiled and laughed as the poor innkeeper was
woken up by all of the different Nativity characters who were
very keen to meet the new Baby Jesus!
The Reception children performed with confidence and style.
They retold the Nativity story using their fabulous acting,
dancing and singing skills – it was a fantastic Christmas
celebration!
Well done Reception - you are all superstars!

Enterprise Week
On the 2nd to the 6th December 2019, we (the whole school) had the opportunity to take part in Enterprise
Week. Each class, from Reception to Year 6 started with £25 per class and a £5 float. Enterprise Week is
where each class has to come up with an amazing idea to sell to the rest of the school: it could be food,
drinks or even slime! The aim was for us to make as much profit as possible. We had a week to design a
posters, create bunting to put on the stall, make lots of signs, work out the prices of everything you want to
buy and lots more exciting methods to make as much profit as possible. Some of the stalls this year were
most definitely unique: we had ice-cream floats, a zombie café, a greatest grotto, and a spa table where you
could receive a massage. Here are the top 3 profits for Key Stage 1: 1st place was Picasso with £115.20, 2nd
place was Vallotton with £74.61 and 3rd place was Postgate with £74.45. Here are the top 3 profits for Key
Stage 2: 1st place was Barnard with £171.03, 2nd place was Bailey with £156.50 and 3rd place was year 4
with £80.00. On Friday 6th December, between 9:30-11:00 am, It took place in the main hall for Key Stage 2
and the Early Year’s hall for Key Stage 1 and Reception. There were multiple ways in which classes tried to
be the most successful such as best designed stall, most profit made, best marketing strategy and most
eco-friendly. The winning classes (Year 4, Barnard, Dali, Van Gogh and Picasso) get to wear non-school
uniform for the last day of term as their prize.
Written By Libby and Scarlett of Bailey Class in Year 6

Roar 2019
Roar 2019 is a schools idea competition created by Lions Clubs International and the ideas company
7billionideas. It aims to unlock the creative spirit in every child by
giving them the time to imagine and develop ideas that could change
the world! For the second year running, The Whitstable Lions
organisation has sponsored Joy Lane to take part in this exciting
competition.
During our exciting enrichment week at
the start of Term 2, children worked in
groups to develop a world-changing
idea, create a jingle and pitch. After
presenting to their own year groups,
three groups per year group in KS2
were put forward to the Joy Lane
semi-final – but there could only be
one winning group… Anjola, Scarlett,
Kitty and Sienna in Year 6 with the Bubbling, Brothing, Self-Regulating Bath!
The winning team shared their brilliant idea with the five judges on Thursday
5th December at Wakehurst Place. 10,000 pupils from 65 schools took part,
and while our team did not win the final, it was a massive achievement for them to represent their school and
present their pitch to the judges. We are very proud of their confidence, resilience and enthusiasm!

Entente Cordiale

Feathered Friend

On Friday, 27th September 2019, Year 5 walked to Whitstable Harbour to meet their French Penpals from
Ecole Montesquieu in Dainville. After a gentle stroll over the golf course and by the beach, we arrived a little
early for our ‘rendezvous’.

I have great pleasure in introducing to you our friendly feathered friend, apparently named ‘ Mucca’ the
Magpie. In recent months, ‘Mucca’ has become more
and more friendly and brave as he hops and flies to
various adults and children around the school site.
From sitting on Mr Albers’ broomstick or Ms Gray’s
shoulder, our little festive feathered friend has
become a firm favourite of the children, adults and
whole school community.

Unfortunately, our French guests were delayed a little so an impromptu version of Tetes, Epaules, Geneoux,
Pieds, Lundi Mardi to the tune of Frere Jacques and Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire filled a little time.
The RNLI ‘came to the rescue’ as we watched two training sessions – one to save a body from the deck of a
sailing ship and the second to retrieve a boat stranded at sea. They were marvellous as they rehearsed their
rescue techniques and we were very grateful to them for inviting us to watch.

‘Mucca’ was named by a kind local resident who came across him or her in the
garden of her home on Gordon Road, where he had
been abandoned by his/her mother; dishevelled, thin
and bullied by other birds, our local resident nursed
him back to health and today we have a bold and friendly addition to the Joy Lane
Primary School Community. Keep your eyes peeled as you enter and exit the
school site as you never know who may land on your shoulder, scooter or buggy!
Mr Ashley-Jones

To a rapturous cheer, the French arrived and we walked back to Joy Lane. It was a time of renewing some
old friendships among the adults and forging friendships among the children. We arrived in time for
‘fish’n’chips’ and jelly before burning off some of their energy on the playground playing several typical
games. With just an hour left, the rain started again so we came inside to create flags to symbolise the
‘Entente Cordiale’ between our two schools and exchange biographies.
It was enchanting to see all the children having a go at speaking French and English – obviously, not just
speaking our own languages. One of the French teachers sang ‘Joyeux Anniversaire’ to Jamie as everyone
joined in and there were quite a few sad expressions as the French children prepared to leave for their
homeward journey.
It really was a lovely day and children from Joy Lane Primary School cannot wait to write to their pen pals.
Perhaps this will be the start of a lifelong correspondence.

Swim School
Here at Joy Lane Primary School we are very fortunate to have the pool on site to be able to offer regular
lessons to all pupils throughout the year. Years 4, 5 & 6 have been enjoying
some well-earned Christmas fun time this week - these sessions are just as
important for their aquatic skills and water confidence as their structured
swimming lessons.
Next term, we will continue to work on developing swimmers’ technique across all
four strokes, improving their stamina and further advancing pupils’ knowledge of
life-saving skills and what to do in an emergency.
Just a reminder to ensure that your child has their full swimming kit, including
goggles, for the day they have their swimming lesson. We have it on good
authority that Santa has a good line of goggles to suit all budgets!

Oysters Visit Santa

Thank you to the adults who made this visit possible for the children: Mrs Polley, Mrs Ridge, Mrs Hassell,
Mr Truong, Mr Pamplin, Mr McVittie, Mr Coggin, Ms Blaze and Mrs Allen
for coming to Whitstable Harbour - as well as the teachers. In addition, we
must remember the Kitchen Staff for preparing all these extra meals and for
Mrs Bovis, Mrs Gray, Mrs Bottle and Mrs Bedwell who entertained the
children. So often, we forget to mention everyone who makes this day
possible.
It would have been a long day for our French guests and teachers – they
left Dainville at 7am and were hoping to return home at approximately 10 pm French time. It is a wonderful
commitment to Entente Cordiale between our two nations.

Bon Voyage et Bon Chance.

Towards the end of term, Moore, Morris and Mackintosh Group Rooms enjoyed a festive visit to Father
Christmas in his grotto at Herne Bay Garden Centre, courtesy of The Lions Club. This
club supports local needs and works effectively to make a difference and create fun.
The children certainly did have fun chatting to Father Christmas and his elf, as well as
receiving a small Yuletide gift.
It was a delightful sensory experience as the children discovered the magical Christmas
scenes around the garden centre and were fascinated by the wide range of colourful
fish.

Christmas Jumper Day
As part of the Christmas Jumper Day celebrations on Friday, 13th December, Joy
Lane were invited to Harrier Lodge Care Home to decorate gingerbread biscuits with
the residents. There was lots of excitement and chatter as the children worked
alongside the residents to ice and decorate the little edible characters. Even better,
they even got to take one home - not that they got there as they were eaten very
quickly!

A Fabulous Achievement for Joy Lane Pupils and Staff
Schools are obliged to publish progress measures between Year 2 and Year 6 and this data is compared to
the national standard.
Calculating Progress: A school’s Key Stage 1 to 2 progress scores for reading, writing and maths are
calculated as its pupils’ average progress scores which means that school level progress scores will be
presented as positive and negative numbers either side of zero.
A score of zero means pupils in the school, on average do about as well at Key Stage 2 as those with
similar prior attainment nationally.
A positive score means that pupils in the school on average do better at Key Stage 2 than those with prior
attainment nationally and vice versa for a negative score.
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?
step=default&table=schools&region=886&la-name=kent&geographic=la&for=primary

Please check out the above link for full details on how Joy Lane compares in progress and attainment with
other schools in Kent.
Comparing the progress of our children in READING to the other 568 schools in Kent we are pleased to
announce that for the academic year 2018-19 Joy Lane came 12th in the league table.
Comparing the progress of our children in WRITING to the other 568 schools in Kent we are pleased to
announce that for the academic year 2018-19 Joy Lane came 4th in the league table.

Comparing the progress of our children in MATHS to the other 568 schools in Kent we are pleased to
announce that for the academic year 2018-19 Joy Lane came 4th in the league table.
Congratulations once again to all the teachers, support staff and the children of Joy Lane.

Music to your ears!
Our musicians are always busy bees, working for the next concert, event or exam day. Here are our
highlights since September....
As we always do, musicians and singers performed at the Reception Open Morning, giving up their Saturday
morning to show prospective parents what we are rightfully famous
for here at Joy Lane – being so keen and talented. We received so
much praise for our young ambassadors from the families visiting.
Many of these students are those that have enjoyed exam success
this term on flute, bass guitar, electric and acoustic guitar, piano and
drum kit in Initial, Grade 1 and 2.
Mrs Pout and Mrs Gaze formed a popular new choir in the Autumn Term for children across KS1 and KS2,
and they have been able to give their premier performance this
Christmas season in assembly. KS2 singers have also been able to take
their voices out into the community to spread Christmas cheer and
support good causes. Demelza House ask us to visit Tesco for a special
fund-raising event each December for local choirs. We are proud to be
able to help such a worthwhile charity and doubly proud that whilst the
much smaller choirs either side of our performance each had backing
tracks, we took a live band and a loyal crowd of our parents in true Joy
Lane style! St Martin’s Care Home in Joy Lane is our nearest neighbour
for the elderly and we have established a tradition of visiting them each Christmas too, to bring carols and
songs that the residents enjoy singing along to. It was a memorable hour for them and us, and we are so
proud that our choir are enthusiastic to share their gift of music.
A new tradition, established last year, is the Christingle Service at Joy Lane,
supported by our friends at Seasalter Christian Centre and with the service
itself being led by their vicar, Paulette. Last year, we braved holding the service
outdoors and whilst the weather was kind to us, the candle lighting was comical
to say the least. So this year, with the rain cementing our decision, we
remained indoors. The evening began with a bustling hall full of Christingle
builders, before the Guitar Orchestra and friends
entertained the singing crowd with our festive
favourites. Then, Paulette reminded us of the
symbolism of the decorated orange and our
readers told the Christmas story interspersed
with beautiful carols. As we dimmed the lights
and brought our candles into a hall-sized circle,
the excitement calmed and a reflective mood
took over when we lit the Christingles - such a beautiful and welcome moment
of quiet in this sometimes frantic season. Thank you to Paulette and Seasalter
Christian Centre for making the evening extra special.
For some of our new learners, these end of term musical performances are their first ever and we are very
pleased to celebrate what they have achieved in this way. A special mention goes to our three brave Year 2s
who performed solos this week and showed themselves to be stars of the future.
As the buzz builds towards the final day of term, the Music Department is again looking chaotically productive
preparing for everyone’s favourite assembly of the year – the Christmas hour-long showcase! As I write, the
flute group are making final preparations and sheet music is being laid out again. We have staff who come in
on their day off so they don’t miss the chance to play and sing and our record-breaking Joy Lane orchestra
(who only assemble on the day!) is expected to reach 40 players this year, so we are all in for a fantastic end
of term treat. Look out for edited highlights on Class Dojo.
With all this achieved in only Terms 1 and 2, we look forward to another busy, musical year ahead. Thank
you for supporting us.

Remembrance Day

Back to The Stone Age!
This year, our special Remembrance assembly took place on our Year 6
World War Two Evacuee Day. Throughout Term 1, Year 6 were
immersed in their learning and some children chose to bring in artefacts
and memorabilia from home to share their great-grandparents’
achievements and stories with the rest of their class. These stories and
heroic actions moved the Year 6 teacher so much that we decided they
should share them with the rest of the school and make a special tribute
to their ancestors.

At 10:40am, the whole school gathered together in the upper school hall.
A small group of Year 6s led the assembly (with a little help from Miss
Gillmore) and explained why we had Remembrance day and why this
was such an important day. Following this,
each of the children took it in turns to
speak about their great-grandparent’s
while standing in front of their ancestor’s
photos on the big screen. It was very moving to see the children stand so
proudly sharing stories about their relatives and what it was like to be in the war,
or an evacuee.
At 11am, we all came together to honour a two-minute silence to reflect on the
terrible event of all wars and to remember the fallen. To commence our silence,
Mrs Rawlings played the Last Post on her cornet followed by the Revielle to
mark the end of the two minutes.
To close our assembly, Mrs Rawlings taught the children a traditional wartime
song called We’ll Meet Again by Vera Lynn. Mrs Cater sung the verses and the
rest of the school joined in with the choruses.

Term Times Sports Reports
This term has provided some of our children with a range of fantastic sporting opportunities, including a
Basketball Tournament, ‘Wake Up, Shake Up’ Dance Competition and a whole array of fantastic After School
Clubs.
The Boys’ and Girls’ Football Teams have been amazing. Their seasons are not yet over, but both teams are
in the top half of their League Tables. The boys have four more fixtures remaining while the girls have just one.
If they manage to win this game, they could top their League Table and play the winning team from the other
Girls’ League to be the overall winner - so keep your fingers crossed.

Girls/Boys Year 5/6 District Football Annual District Tournament
Although the skies were laden, our teams from Years 5 and 6 set off for Kent University to play in the Annual
District Tournament with smiles on their faces.
Through the morning’s torrential rain, the girls bravely battled to the Quarter Finals.
The game was hard fought, but they were cruelly knocked out by a second-half goal.
Their teamwork and encouragement of each other will surely put them in good stead for the tough season
ahead. Well done girls.
It was the boys’ turn next, and during a rain free afternoon, they secured a Quarter Final place having won all 3
of their group games. Both Felix and Freddie (Year 5) got on the score sheet.
The Quarter Finals game was so close to call that it went to the wire … penalties!

The winning penalty was scored by JLFC Goal Keeper, Hayden, who had just previously saved 2 opposition
penalties.
The Semi Final was also a classic. As with the Quarter Final, the game finished 0-0 at normal time. Our Team
fought courageously on in extra time but were cruelly robbed by a Herne Bay winner.
The boys deserved more for their efforts but those great performances will surely make them title contenders
in the season ahead! S Coggin

This term, the Year 3 classes visited Kent Life for a Stone Age themed day.
We learnt so much about what life might have been like all those years ago,
including hunting and gathering food, weapons, shelters and trading.
In one workshop, we found out that farming began at the end of the Stone Age.
We had a competition to see which group could grind the best flour using Stone
Age tools – it was hard work!
Later on in the day, we were very surprised when a
caveman appeared and began sniffing and grunting at us!
“My favourite part was meeting the Stone Age man because he called us funny
names! ” EM, Rousseau
“Also we did cave drawings with charcoal which was burnt wood and it was
tricky to use,” said GM, Riley. “In the Stone Age they could have used berries
like paint too.”
The trip was a fantastic success and the children were, as always, a credit to
Joy Lane.
Year 6 - World War Two Evacuee Day by LM
On Monday, the 11th of November 2019, Year 6 had an
evacuee day where they learnt about what happened in World
War Two. Throughout the day, we had to wear a costume that
was in keeping with the clothing that would have been worn
by the evacuated children from around the time of the Blitz
(1940 – 1941) who were being evacuated due to the bombing
in the city. One of the many activities that we experienced
during the day was to write a letter home to our families
having recently been evacuated and placed with our host
families in the countryside. We had to include: what we were
doing, information about who our new family were and how
they were treating us, what we did on the train and much
more. When lunchtime arrived, some people had either
cheese and potato pie or lentil and potato curry with rice. This
menu was designed to give the whole school a taste of what life may have been like during World War Two.
In the afternoon, we made gas mask boxes and decorated them so they looked authentic and added to our
costumes. In order to learn more about the history of World War Two, and specifically the life of an evacuee
we investigated both primary and secondary sources including watching a video of a lady who retold what her
life was like as an evacuee. Additionally, she read some of the letters her dad wrote. Year 6 had an excellent
day and - for the lucky children that had kind host families - had a great experience as an evacuee!

New Computing Suite
The Staff and Children were disappointed in July to see the closure of the ICT Suite, which was converted in
a few weeks to a new Year 6 class called Barnard.
Staff and Children were then surprised at the beginning of September to
see a new Computing Suite with 30 computers, one for each child and a
teacher’s station!
During the summer holiday, Mr A Thompson, Joy Lane’s very own ‘Handy
Andy’, created the bespoke furniture, while our ICT Technician, Ms Curtis,
installed the network and computing equipment with help from Ms Bell.
Between them all, they have generated a unique and inviting environment
in which children can learn, practise and develop their computer skills.
The ‘piece de resistance’ is the air conditioning to make this room comfortable all year round. In fact, in
summer, it will be the most desirable location in the School!

Wedding of the Year

Greek Workshop

On Friday 22nd November, the Year 1 pupils donned their finest clothes and
attended the weddings of the year. Each class had their own weddings complete
with music, vows, flowers and confetti. The children learnt about why we have
weddings, why people might get married and what happens during a wedding. The
whole of Year 1 fully embraced our wedding day, with even the teachers wearing
their wedding dresses! The wedding ended with our reception in the hall where the
children enjoyed cake and dancing. What a fabulous day of learning brought to life!

Year 5 were entertained, informed and guided by Timodes and
Chroisanthia in our Greek Workshop with Living History.

Annual Wake & Shake Festival
On Wednesday, 11th December, our dance club
members were lucky enough to perform in the annual
Wake and Shake festival at Boughton Under Blean
Village Hall. Alongside other schools, the children
performed their Wake and Shake routines to a packed
audience.
Our children were fantastic performers who
demonstrated enthusiasm, superb rhythm and a great
sense of support. They cheered on each other, as well
as supporting the other schools. They are now excited to share their routine with their peers so they can
dance their routine during our 'Daily Dance' sessions.

Year 3 Cookery Club
2019 - The rise of the cooking club!
Ten Year 3 children got to create homemade pasta from scratch, an
Italian tomato sauce, cookies, smoothies, sausage rolls, calzones and
festive gingerbread biscuits. Mrs Reed and Mrs Pearce enjoyed
passing on their cooking knowledge to these lovely young minds and
hope to run a similar club in the future.
Thank you to the children for coming.

Year 2 Kent Life
We got to meet Samuel Pepys!
He was a lovely man and showed us how to write diaries using a quill and ink. Although the
weather was appalling, he kick-started our learning for the Great Fire of London and we
have had a very exciting term. We are yet to burn our houses... watch this space for a
clean, fine day.

Year 2 Fire Station Whitstable Visit
Mrs Smith, mummy to fireman Neil, organised us a little outing
to the station next to the school. We got to see the brand new
2020 firefighter gear (Sssh! It's a secret!) and we all got to
squirt the hose. Some of us were inspired to become
firefighters when we are older and Mathew learnt that his
Grandad was based in Whitstable. Mrs Pearce, Mrs Dodd and
Mrs Martin even got to dress up as firefighters and we think
they suited the look quite well. We thank the crew for giving up
their time and showing us how to be safe around fire.

A mixture of looking at artefacts, role play, dressing up, acting and
singing, marching and creating a frieze for the Parthenon out of
plaster of paris all added towards a wonderful day which literally
brought history to life.
First, we visited the Agora in Athens and bartered for goods before
ostricising an official/politician for 10 years after he bent the rules in
a democratic vote. We watched the procession along the
Panthanonaic Way to Athena’s statue on the Acropolis and asked
the Gods for their blessing on our workshop by sacrificing cows
(plastic toy cows – no animals were hurt in this production).

Secondly, we went outside to create some beautiful friezes to adorn a Greek Temple and heard some stories
about Greek life.
The day whizzed, by and after the Peleponese War between the City States of Sparta and Athens, we returned
to the amphitheatre to witness a Greek Tragedy where Acteon was changed into a deer by Artemis after
accidently watching her bathe in the forest. His own hunting party killed him, unaware that it was their friend in
the form of a stag. Such pathos!
A wonderful day and both actors said how wonderful Year 5 had been – joining in and responding so well to
every opportunity. Such proud teachers.

Visit to The Whitstable School
Year 5 were lucky enough to be invited up to the Whitstable School to take part in English (Drama) and Art
Workshops.
On arrival, we were warmly welcomed by a member of the English Department who took us on a guided tour of
the school where we saw some hard working ex-Joy Lane pupils. It was lovely to see how well they have
matured and thrived at TWS.
On entering the classroom in the Global Area, the children met Mrs Gee
who introduced the ‘Ping Pong’ warm-up exercise to put the children at
ease and share their prior knowledge of the ‘Scottish Play’ by William
Shakespeare.
Throughout the session, the children had great fun in partaking in the
energising activities. Some found them cackling like witches and casting
spells over their cauldrons. We couldn’t resist the quotation, ‘When shall
we three meet again?’.
The workshop left the children enthused about learning Shakespeare in Year 6 as well as developing their
confidence with drama.
As Joy Lane pupils walked to the Design and Textile Area, they were ‘blown away’ by the fantastic creations by
TWS students. One piece which particularly captured our attention was the dress made from the everyday
materials people leave behind.
The Art Teacher, with three Year 10 helpers, professionally demonstrated their artistic prowess in multi-media
art, which meant using different techniques, including collaging, to recreate an image of a landscape taken from a photo.
With basic collage materials, paint and glue, the children were able to
recreate some of these stunning images in a wonderful way. The outcome
was truly sensational and the children were very proud of the end results
as was I.
We should like to take this opportunity to thank TWS for their ongoing
support and outreach to Joy Lane Primary School.

