
 

 

Welcome to the Summer Edition of Term Times 2018 

As l reflect on the past academic school year, it does not seem possible that this time last year, extensive building 
work was still on-going. The diggers were onsite and a huge hole across the now complete car park was visible where 
the gas pipes needed to be placed.  Thankfully this is now just a distant memory but the transformation is       
amazing. 
 

I can now say with pride that Joy Lane is able to provide not only an excellent education for our children, pupil      
outcomes are above national expectations once again, but also an excellent environment which provides more than 
adequate space for their inside and outdoor learning opportunities.  The learning opportunities will be further        
expanded in the coming year as we build on our Forest School ethos; during the summer break, the designated Forest 

School area, at the top of the field will be developed.  Luckily 
for us we have enough outside space for this not to Impact on 
the children’s sporting activities, play space or School 
events. In addition we have the wonderful resource of our 
very own Swimming Pool.  I believe that it is essential to 
teach the children to swim, keep safe and grow in confidence 
in water, especially as we live so close to the Sea – the      
children are taught by qualified Teaching Instructors at a 
fraction of the cost of what other Schools have to pay and we 
will continue to subsidise this as long as possible with your 
continued ongoing support. This year has also seen the  
completion of Sensory Rooms within our Oysters SRP; two 
rooms are now in use due to the generous donations of 
£16,000 form the ‘Wooden Spoon’ Charity and Friends of 

Joy Lane plus School Funds.  All children (and Staff!) will have access to these calming room environments. 
 

We say farewell to our year six children who transfer to their Secondary Schools and wish them every success and 
happiness in the next steps of their learning journey and future lives. 
 

I would urge you to peek inside this version of our Summer Terms Times and look at some of the wonderful things 
our children do during their School days. 
 

On behalf the Staff and Governors I would like to wish you all a happy and restful summer break and look forward 
to welcoming you all back in September 2018. 

Joy Lane Pr imary School  
www.joylane.kent.sch.uk 

HOW TO CLEAN OUR TEETH! 
 

This Term, Year 1 were lucky enough to have two local Dental Hygienists visit us to teach us how to 
keep our teeth clean. 
We learnt a dance, about apps you can get for your tablets to time you brushing your teeth and 
which foods are best for your teeth. 
Thank you Jo and Kristina for coming to see us and for our new toothbrushes. We hope to keep our smiles pearly white. 

YEAR 6 GIRLS VERSUS TEACHERS 
 

Another highlight of Outdoor Learning Week was when the Year 6 Girls took on the Teachers in a hotly contested      
football match. Mr Ashley-Jones oversaw the action as referee and 
the crowd soon got behind both teams. The girls quickly went ahead 
with a great goal from Eliza before Mrs Rainsbury equalised – her 
flossing celebration unfortunately earned her a yellow card from the 
unrepentant referee. Led by their wonderful player-manager, Mrs 
Luckhurst, the teachers took the lead at half time with a cracking 
shot from the irrepressible Mrs Rainsbury (who managed to control 
herself in hercelebration this time). Looking like they were staring 
defeat in the face, the girls rallied themselves together and kept on 
fighting, being rewarded with a second goal to level the score: star  
striker Eliza hit the back of the net from the penalty spot after being 
brought down by Goalkeeper Miss Curtis in the box (although Miss 
Curtis protested that she had won the ball and wanted Video      
Assistant Referee VAR). 

Full time: 2-2. There was only one thing left to do…penalty shoot-out.  
Final score 3-2 to the teachers, which sparked off a group floss by the teachers (much to the embarrassment of most of 
the crowd!). Great fun all round! 

Kent Life Heritage Farm Park  
 

On Monday, 25
th
 June 2018, Year 4 enjoyed a wonderful day at Kent Life Heritage Farm Park in Maidstone on what 

seemed to be the warmest day of the year so far! The journey was smooth; two coaches forming our very own convoy.  
Our first workshop in the cellar was the ‘Journey to the Afterlife’. There was 
tension in the air so when the door opened, everyone screamed. ‘Life, 
health and strength’ was recited in Ancient Egyptian – ‘Who Sea Heca!’ 
The process of   mummification, charms and amulets allowed the Pharaoh 
to travel to the ‘Land of Two Fields’ or Paradise in the Afterlife. It was quite 
gruesome in places including feeding the brain to Pharaoh’s favourite cat. 
‘The Ripper’ would make an incision on the left hand side of the body and 
remove the internal organs; placing them in the canopic jars. The poor  
Ripper would be stoned to death as a brutal way for a common person to 
go to the Afterlife. The empty body would be stuffed with sawdust, sand, 
salt and wine for 40 days and nights and as it lost its shape it would be 
stuffed a little more. If a jackal should enter the tent and eat a leg or an arm, it would be replaced by a wooden leg and 
nobody would be any the wiser! The body would be wrapped in bandages and left a further 30 days and nights. The  
linen bandages smelled nice with wine, salt, sand, water from the Nile, rose water and urine! The mummy was placed in 
a sarcophagus within a pyramid advertising the gold and jewels just waiting to be stolen.  Eventually, the Egyptians    
decided to hide their tombs in the Valley of the Kings. Arguably the most famous Pharaoh of all was discussed –        
Tutankhamum. There are several theories about his death from assassination by his uncle; a mosquito bite to a chariot 
accident. The truth is, we will never know for sure. The Boy King was buried with shabtis which came alive in the Afterlife 
to serve the Pharaoh. We said prayers to Osiris and the process was complete. 
The second workshop was the story of Magical Medicine in Ancient Egypt in the Lower Wagon Store. We learned that 
doctors in Ancient Egypt specialised in particular parts of the body and incantations to Sekhmet secured a speedy     
recovery. Many treatments involved vomiting, blood-letting and emptying the system. The written word was more      
powerful so incantations were written using Hierogylphs. The children wrote such neat and careful spells; I am sure any 
illness would be alleviated rapidly. 
A play on the play area was accompanied by seeing the goats, ponies, sheep and ferret. These animals were            
enchanting as they tried to cope in the heat of the mid-day sun. 
Lunch was followed by the most energetic workshop – entertainment for the Pharaoh in the Upper Wagon Store when 
we choreographed a dance fit for a Pharaoh: walk, arms, brace, leap, turn, pose and retire. Stroke the cat, write the   
Hieroglyphs, plough the field, wrap the mummy, fetch the water from the Nile before retiring and posing. No dance would 
have been complete without ‘walking like an Egyptian’ and I am delighted to say that ‘flossing’ displeased the gods – all 
2000 of them! 
Finally, the last workshop was an animated version of Egyptian daily life in the Oast House Room where children and 
adults were shocked to learn that the common folk in Ancient Egypt wore nothing but a smile! The more affluent wore 
clothes made of flax. Two brave individuals modelled the skirt and tunic dress worn by soldiers, scribes, artisans,     
builders and ladies including the wig and headdress. There was a demonstration of spinning and weaving flax - the weft 
went left. We learned about the inundation by which the Egyptian calendar could be set; how Egypt really was ‘the gift of 
the Nile’. It was strange to realise they ate many of the same foods we do. Was life so very different in those days? 
An extra bonus was watching a local painting group depicting Kent Life in water colour. The artists kindly shared their 
work with an appreciative audience. 
It was time to return back to school after a very entertaining visit - the behaviour and knowledge demonstrated by Year 4 
was superb! 



 

 

THE LIGHT GOES OUT! 
 
At our last major Musical Production Mrs Rawlings announced (to a shocked audience) that she would be retiring the 

format of ‘Light Up The Hall’ this year, but promised something equally as special would follow in its place. This July the 

grand reveal has happened - Joy Lane is to stage a Musical next academic year!  
Year 6 productions are always enjoyed by everyone involved and the considerable time and effort that is given to making 

these shows a success is definitely worth it. However, the stakes have been raised. For us to succeed in taking a West 

End Musical and recreating it in our own hall in July 2019, preparations began back in February 2018 with an             

application for the licence necessary to stage an Andrew Lloyd Webber Show.   
We have chosen to perform 'School of Rock', currently a West End show based on the Jack Black movie of the same 

name. Preparations so far have seen us successfully secure permission and a license to 

stage the show, the sheet music has been downloaded and Mrs Rawlings has already given 

many hours to start arranging this for some of our KS2 musicians. Tickets have been       

purchased to take next year's Year 6 and many KS 2 musicians to London to see the show 

in September and fund raising is happening every Friday after school to pay for our    

coaches. As this exciting project unfolds we will be sure to update you. We think it is fair to 

say that Joy Lane Primary is again raising the bar with our Performing Arts.   
Two years ago, we took 30 musicians to perform at the O2 in London at a National choir 

event called Young Voices. We are very pleased to say that Mrs Godden has arranged to take us again this coming  

January and a letter will soon be issued explaining details. Our fundraising will continue during the next academic year to 

also support paying for the coach to take these lucky KS 2 students to perform alongside Tony Hadley at the O2.  
What an exciting year we have ahead of us! 
 
 

ART CLUB in Terms 5 & 6 
 
Mrs Reed and I have loved teaching 20 KS1 children about different artists.  

Every week the children studied a new artist who inspired them to create their own 

paintings, drawings and collages. 
Our last session was 'freestyle' where we amalgamated all the techniques we had 

learnt.  
The children have been so creative and I hope they continue to find their artistic 

flare over the summer holidays.  
Watch this space - Art Club will be back! 
By Miss Wells  
 

CHRISTIAN CENTRE  
 
A great big Thank You to the Christian Centre at Seasalter for their very generous gift of 

£500 for the School coffers. 
 
We enjoy Christian assemblies each Wednesday but Wednesday, 3

rd
 July brought such 

a wonderful surprise. Thank you again. 
 
 

SCHOOL GAMES GIRLS’ FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
 
This year was the first year that Joy Lane were able to fulfil all their fixtures in the School Games Girls ’ Football League. 

They met with some tough opposition but played wonderfully as a team, showing great support and respect for one    

another and their opponents.  
Football Club has run all year and as well as a strong skeleton of Year 6 girls, 

there has been a promising number of Year 4 and 5 children attending – a 

good omen for the future.   
The team has played a couple of friendlies against the Boys’ Team and      

although they were not victorious, they thoroughly enjoyed both games.  
Their year finished with a match against some of the School's female members 

of staff. It was a well fought battle for both sides with the game finishing 2-2. 

As the penalty shoot-out took place, the audience was encouraging both 

teams and with a loss against the children last year, the teachers were very 

happy to take the win. 
I would personally like to congratulate each member of the Girls’ Team, along 

with those who regularly attend the Football Club. You have all tried your best and been fantastic pupils who have made 

a huge amount of positive progress, WELL DONE!   
Mrs Luckhurst  

YEAR 6 ROCK THE PLAYHOUSE 
 

After last year’s successful staging of Edith’s Wartime Scrapbook, the current Year 6 returned to tread the boards at the 

Whitstable Playhouse with the side-splitting, musical 

comedy Shakespeare Rocks. With Maddy in the 

eponymous role and Cara as her/his loyal,            

long-suffering wife, Anne Hathaway, the Year 6     

children danced, sung and  acted their hearts out for 

an hour, much to the delight of their audience.     

Comedy was provided by Lily as Street the Architect 

who fancied herself as a better joke writer than the 

Bard himself and Luke and Eleah as Mac and Banquo 

who got their wires crossed over Mac’s name (luckily, 

he was named ‘Macdonald’   rather than the bad-luck-inducing ‘Macbeth’). Perhaps the most memorable scene,       

however, was the dance performed by the boys-dressed-as-girls and girls-dressed-as-boys-dressed as girls (confusing, 

certainly!). All those hours practising pouting selfies finally came to fruition as the children struck a pose worthy of Vogue 

and treated the audience to their best pursed lips – prunes! 
Other highlights included the cackling sorcerers, Jack as the 

drunken beer seller and Bernie Bottom (Ellie), the cannon  

operator responsible for the fiery demise of the Globe Theatre. 

Tears brimmed in all eyes as the beautifully poignant duet 

between Romeo and Juliet, Erika and Annabel, rang out 

through the theatre: the pain of forbidden love springing from 

ancient grudge clear for all to see. Lastly, the whole thing was 

held together by the stately Aubrey and his trusty sidekick Al 

(Callum and Seth respectively), whilst behind the scenes a 

gaggle of frazzled adults (rather chuffed at wearing proper 

theatre head-sets!) prompted, encouraged and searched for those lost props (“It was here a minute ago!!”). 
The show must go on…and it did…Well done to all of Year 6. You did us all proud. What an end to your school life at Joy 

Lane! 

YEAR 6 ROCK THE WHIT-

STABLE PLAYHOUSE 
After last year’s successful staging of 

Edith’s Wartime Scrapbook, the current 

Year 6 returned to tread the boards at 

GETTING SPORTY IN KEYSTAGE 1 
 

Joy Lane’s sports field was the scene of feats 

of impressive physical triumph when Key 

Stage 1 took part in their Sports Day on 

Wednesday 27
th
 June.  

The children competed in a range of tricky 

challenges including: hurdles, ‘a take on’ the 

egg and spoon race and the classic sack 

race. Parents and teachers alike were hugely      

impressed with the children’s speed, agility 

and sportsman-like manner.  
The highlight of the event was the final Year 1 

and Year 2 Beach Relay which involved    

children across both year groups swapping sunglasses, buckets & spades and 

towels at speed. The race was hard fought with team Victory, in red, finally     

winning the day. 
Well done to everyone who took part, earning those precious points for your 

House.  

Beach Trip 
 

Luckily for us, the sun has shone (and shone, and shone) this term, so we took full advantage of this and our proximity to 

the beach to wander down for a play.  
We slapped on the sun cream, donned our sun hats, packed up our lunches 

with LOTS of water and set off clutching our buckets and spades. We walked 

through the Nature Reserve at Prospect Field, spotting rabbits, butterflies and 

many beautiful flowers on our way. We got ever so excited when we caught 

our first glimpse of the sea (even though many of us see it daily!) and even 

more excited when we saw a train.  
Our route meandered across the golf course and we eventually reached the 

beach where we set up camp for the morning. The tide was on its way out but 

we managed to fit in a paddle before it got too muddy. The water cooled us off nicely before we played in the patch of 

sand that we found. Some of us collected shells while others found crabs or built sandcastles.  
Eventually, the Teachers gave in to our incessant cries of ‘is it lunchtime yet?’ and we settled down to tuck into our    

picnic. The morning was over far too soon and we headed back to school after lunch - exhausted but happy!  
Aren’t we lucky to have the beach on our doorstep? 



 

 

SPORTS DAY 
 
Years 5 and 6 took to the field on Friday 29

th
 June to show what they were made of in terms of sporting ability. In a 

change from the usual format, this year’s event focused on team 

games and running races and saw the return of the classic favourite, 

the Egg and Spoon race (one hand behind the back at all times,    

obviously!). Shuffling and hopping their way along the track, children 

jumped their hearts out in the sack race to cries of “Hold the handles” 

from the suddenly expert adults before “accidentally” drenching each 

other in the water race, which saw children pass a tray of water from 

head to head along their team and back. 
After the fun of the team games, the real competition began with the 

sprints, long distance and relay races. The tug of war was another 

highlight, with the ‘Bailey Girls’ proving that girls really do run the 

world as that great philosopher Beyonce proclaimed! The girls beat every other team to emerge triumphant in a ‘Bailey 

girls-Banksy boys’ final.  
Every child who took part in Sports Day showed great team spirit, resilience and commitment to their team. It was lovely 

to see children supporting those who maybe struggled a bit more with the races – a true Joy Lane moment of which to 

be proud. As we were equally proud of all the support that the Year 6 Sports Leaders gave to the younger children     

during their Sports’ Days. 

READ AROUND THE CAMPFIRE 
 
‘Read Around the Campfire’ was the extravaganza that took place on the 3

rd
 May 2018. The 

huge event was a second version of its equally exciting predecessor. Children and parents 

alike came to experience the reading fun! Various attendees came to share books, buy 

books (courtesy of A Bundle of Books, book shop in Herne Bay), swap books, listen to    

stories and most importantly read books! Towards the end of the evening, book lovers   

gathered around the campfire to listen to Mrs Rawlings and Mrs Pout perform and sing 

songs. Everyone had a great time sharing their reading experiences. The event was organised by the wonderful duo, 

Miss Gillmore and Mrs Harkins who we would all like to thank for organising a wonderful event. We look forward to    

seeing the return of Read Around the Campfire in the new academic year.  
Written by Sam B and Cameron S 

SLAM POETRY COMPETITION 
 
On the 10th of July 2018, 12 Joy Lane Year 5s went to a special event, the Slam Poetry Competition at Herne Bay High 

School. Once we had arrived at the venue, we were assembled into four groups of three, alongside the 

other children from different local schools. To warm us up, local poet Dan Simpson performed his own 

poem “I Come From…”.  Our first activity was to draw a picture of another student from a different 

school without looking at what you were drawing. Although this was a tricky task and we all felt quite 

nervous with other children we didn’t know, it was a good way for us to get to know our new partner 

and break the ice! After the warm up task, Dan Simpson asked us to write a poem about where we 

came from, with each sentence beginning with “I come from…”. In the end, all the groups pieced     

together their lines to create a huge poem that represented all of us. Finally, the day ended with some 

dazzling performances and the presentation of prizes. Although we didn’t walk away with the prize, we 

did get an honourable mention and all had a great time. 
Written by Sam B, Harry C, Dottie T and Miss Gillmore 

READ AROUND THE FIELD 
 

During Outdoor Learning week, the whole school enjoyed a fabulous day based on Read 

Around the Campfire. The day started with a whole school assembly where the teachers took 

centre stage and performed ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ complete with musical instruments. At 

11am, the whole school gathered on the field to relax, read a book and enjoy the summer sun. 

After that, Year 5 had great fun designing owls based on the story The Owl Tree which can 

now be seen hanging on the branches of the story chair tree outside Hockney Class. Not long 

before lunch, Year 5 had an amazing time when we enjoyed a Book Blether which gave us the 

opportunity to review and recommend books that we thought our friends and classmates might enjoy. In the afternoon, 

we buddied up with Year 2 to read on the field in a whole school Reading Buddies activity. This day was an extraordinary 

opportunity for the whole school to express their love of reading.  
Thank you Mrs Harkins and Miss Gillmore for organising a book-tastic day!  
Written by Cassidy H and Georgia R 

MATHS CHALLENGE 
 
On June 12

th
, twelve Year 5s visited Whitstable Community College (CCW) for a competitive Maths challenge against 

other local primary schools. We travelled on the school minibus and when we arrived we 

were greeted by their Headmistress and Head of Maths. Our group was split into two 

teams – Joy Lane A and B teams. Our two teams were joined by a Year 7 who assisted 

us with anything we needed, although they were not permitted to help us with any Maths 

questions! Each team had to complete 5 Maths Challenges which included word       

problems, ratio, shape, area and mixed method questions. The trip was an amazing   

experience and we felt nervous when the scores were revealed as we had tried are  

hardest to win. We were awarded second place and were one point away from winning 

and taking the trophy from Swalecliffe.  
Written by Cleo R and Kayla DV 
Well done to all the children who attended – we are very proud of our second place!  

TRIP TO THE TOWER! 
 
In June, on the first Friday after half term, Year 5 went on a trip to the Tower of London. During the trip, we 

took part in several workshops and acted out key events in the Tower’s history. We had a special guide 

dressed in his finery who told us both unbelievable and hilarious tales of the Tower’s history.  
The workshops included the story of Anne Boleyn’s execution, the Gun Powder Plot and Guy Fawkes 
meeting his unfortunate end with several tales of escape from the towers and  dungeons! We learnt about 
the history of crime and punishment at 
the Tower which extends from the 11

th
 

century when Ranulf Flambard escaped 
the  Tower via the garderobe(!) through 

to World War 2, when the last execution 
of a German spy was carried out. After 

lunch, Year 5 went on a tour of the grounds and learnt 
about the varying methods of torture, which we all 
found fascinating. In conclusion, this taught Year 5 so 
much about crime and punishment and we thoroughly 
enjoyed this and all the activities we completed back at 
school as a result of our fantastic experience.   

Written by Ella F, Agnes M and Miss Gillmore 

BRITISH VALUES 
 
What a fabulous time we have had in Early Years celebrating all that it means to be   
British - a Royal Wedding and now the World Cup Football Contest.  
We loved dressing up in our finery to attend the Wedding Breakfast of Meghan and   
Harry - some of us even appearing in the local newspaper! We enjoyed a delicious 
spread of food, which we had in the style of a street party, with the carpark adorned with 
bunting and flags.  
We followed this with a day of learning about Democracy - something that stands as  
being important to us in Britain. We learned about the fairness and importance of       
listening to all points of view and we talked about how we could objectively make a 
choice that took on board every point of view. We shared ideas of what we would like to 
have as a Class treat, using language to present our ideas and to persuade people to 
vote for our idea. We had a secret ballot, counted the votes and ICE POLES WON! 
What a treat! 

Outdoor Learning Week 
 
Early Years LOVED the opportunity to be outside as much as possible during       

Outdoor Learning Week. We took part in activities such as: nature treasure hunts, 

counting activities, craft work, building, hammering and nailing using real tools.  
 
The climax of the week was our very first Sports Day, where we worked in teams to 

balance eggs, run with silly hats on, push our prams (without crashing!) and pass a 

ball. The teamwork and encouragement that the children demonstrated towards each 

other was phenomenal and we were all very proud of them for their successes. 



 

 

YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL 
 
Having finished a successful week of SATs, during which they worked hard and did their teachers and School proud, the 

Year 6s packed their sweets and iPods and set off on the annual 

Year 6 Residential. This year, we once again took the ferry to the 

Isle of Wight where we would spend three nights at a PGL activity 

centre. Having unpacked their suitcases in their wooden lodges, the 

children were introduced to Dom, our Personal Activity Leader for 

the weekend, who led us down to the beach for a campfire and sing

-song. On our return, the children organised an impromptu birthday 

party for Ellie complete with pumping music, party dresses and 

gelled hair.  
The next day saw us walking in wet suits and life jackets back down 

to the beach. Alas, the fog was so thick that we weren’t allowed to 

go out in our kayaks straight away; however, after 20 minutes of “Will we? Won’t we?” we did and it was game on! With 

most of us in single kayaks and some of us in doubles, we set off onto the water for an hour of fantastic kayaking fun. Mr 

Rogers and Mr Coggin found themselves in a double kayak, from which they wreaked havoc on the poor newbies,   

spraying them with sea water and generally making a nuisance of themselves until they were split up by one of the    

instructors. Nearly all children ended up “accidentally” falling in at some point – Mrs Manson rather smugly avoided    

falling in at all (steadfastly ignoring Mr Rogers’ claims at the end that he was drowning and needed rescuing!). 
Although kayaking was everyone’s particular highlight, the children also loved tackling activities like Jacob’s Ladder, the 

Giant Swing, Quad Biking, the Climbing Wall and Team Building (it’s amazing how much fuss eight children can make 

when asked to lower one plastic hoop to the ground as a team!). As well as the delicious three meals a day in the      

canteen, the children enjoyed an evening of Cluedo and the all-important disco where flossing was the order of the day. 

Over the course of the weekend, the children challenged themselves on all activities, pushing themselves and their limits 

to the utmost. Whatever their confidence levels, children were encouraged to go that little bit further each time and both 

adults and children alike were filled with pride at what they achieved. Memories were made that will last a life time for all 

involved. 
 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch… 
Those children who did not go on the Year 6 Residential also had fun back at School. On the Friday, they joined in with 

the whole School Royal Wedding celebrations, whilst Monday meant another of Mrs Rawlings’ amazing military       

workshops. Donning face paints and camouflage gear, the children learnt silent ambush techniques before carrying out a 

successful mission of retrieving stolen documents off the dastardly Agent Barton; although the initial mission was a    

victory, the team hit a drawback when Agent Barton captured Mr Good and demanded an exchange of the documents 

for his release. However, the Year 6 cadets managed to hoodwink Agent Barton and fool her into accepting blank      

documents for Mr Good’s release. Mission Complete! They celebrated their success with hot dogs and s’mores cooked 

on camping stoves on the field. 

ROYAL WEDDING 
 
On Friday 18

th
 May 2018, Joy Lane celebrated the Royal 

Wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. We were 

invited to attend a Wedding Breakfast and dress in our 

formal wedding guest attire. The whole school enjoyed a 

variety of wedding themed activities with Year 5 writing a 

letter to Harry and Meghan to try and persuade them to 

have their honeymoon in Whitstable.  For lunch, each 

year group was invited into the carpark which had been 

transformed into a street party with bunting, party plates 

and Union flags, whist Last Night at the Proms rang out. 

The kitchen staff had clearly been busy as we had a huge 

selection of finger sandwiches and wraps, vegetable 

sticks and dips, jelly, mini-trifles and beautifully decorated 

cupcakes!  
In the afternoon, the whole school gathered together for 

an assembly, where some of our teachers acted out what 

the Royal Family might be doing the day before the   

wedding. The day was really popular and the whole 

school had a great time.  

We would like to thank Miss Gillmore for organising a wonderful day.  

NARWHAL ECO-CHALLENGE 
 
On Thursday 14

th
 of June the winners of Miss Gillmore’s Narwhal themed Eco-Challenge were invited on a trip to the 

Beany House of Knowledge and Art in Canterbury. During our 

trip, we explored the museum and saw the many artefacts on 

display which the children recognised as part of their class    

learning themes. In addition, the eleven lucky winners got to see 

the narwhal tusk that Joy Lane have adopted in the flesh! We 

were all amazed at how big it is!   

During the morning we enjoyed an 

artefact investigation workshop 

where we became archaeologists 

and explored a variety of objects 

from many different periods in    

history. Working in groups, we had 

to try and identify the article and what it was used for,  including an estimate of which era 

the artefact came. Some of them were very tricky but my excellent team of historical      

experts were on hand to help me! We had a lovely morning exploring our local history. 

If you would like to go and see our narwhal tusk in person, it can be found on the first floor 

in the glass cabinet opposite the stairs. Thank you to all of you who entered the            

competition! 
 

Miss Gillmore 

Engineering Workshop 
 

On Friday 22
nd

 and Monday 25
th
 June, Oysters were lucky to have two 

days of fun-filled construction led by Mr Rawlings.  
He told the children all about his job as an Engineer with London        

Underground and then showed them how to use a STIXX Machine to roll 

newspaper into rods that they could build with!  
The children collaborated, working well as a team to create what was 

variously called a house, castle and a mine! They had enormous fun and 

we are very grateful to Mr Rawlings for his time. We look forward to    

another visit soon! 
 

Oysters Trip to Wingham Wildlife Park  
 

On Wednesday 13
th
 June Oysters went on their annual trip to Wingham Wildlife Park. This day is funded 

entirely by the Rotary Club. The day was a great success and the children were able to see a range of 

animals from penguins to tigers. They also had the opportunity to meet (and hold!) some spiders and 

snakes!  
In addition to this, we had plenty of time to explore the dinosaurs and play in the play park! At the end of 

a long, hot day, the children enjoyed an ice-lolly, before arriving back in school just in time for the end of 

the school day!  
 

Oysters Sports Day 
 

On Tuesday 26
th
 June, Oysters children took part in their very own Sports Day on the school 

field. Every child in the Provision took part in 17 activities. The field was set up like a giant   

Sensory Circuits session and the children rotated around each activity with their parents   

watching. Activities included: star jumps, football dribble and trampolining, to name a few!  
The children who integrate into partner classes in the mainstream also took part in Sports Day 

with their mainstream partner classes, too! 

What the Ladybird Heard 
 

Mini-beasts! Creepy, crawly, tickly mini-beasts of all shapes and sizes. Giant ones, tiny ones, 
multi-legged ones - we have looked at mini-beasts of every shape, size and type in Early Years.  
None was more friendly, helpful and clever, however, than the ladybird that we met when we 
went to the Theatre in May. Everyone was very excited to be getting on a coach to take us 
there; we arrived in no time, ready for the performance of ‘What the Ladybird Heard.’  
We were in for a musical, theatrical treat as we were serenaded by farm animals playing a    
variety of instruments. We all joined in enthusiastically with the singing and dancing and had a 
wonderful time catching Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len who had tried to steal the fine Prize Cow.  
It was a fabulous trip and we had a great time. A super addition to our Mini-beast topic. 
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